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ABOUT THE
CONFERENCE
The United States Territorial Peer Exchange (USTPE)
Committee and its representatives from the FHWA
Hawaii Division; FHWA Puerto Rico and US Virgin
Islands Division; the Office of Stewardship,
Oversight, and Management; and the US Territories,
namely American Samoa, the Commonwealth of
Northern Mariana Islands, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, Guam, and US Virgin Islands, with the
collaboration of the Puerto Rico Local Technical
Assistance Program (PRLTAP-T²) cordially invites you
to participate in the 2023 USTPE meeting to be held 

advocate and highlight the Federal Aid Program to the territories;
provide a forum in which representatives from the US Territories
and FHWA have the opportunity to connect and share ideas and
experiences;
learn from each other and work together; and
provide technical assistance in the transportation area, such as
those on the mainland, having in mind the territory's unique needs
and issues relating to the Island transportation infrastructure.

The USTPE Committee was established to:

in Oakland, CA from January 23 to 27, 2023. This conference is
focused on assist ing terr itor ies to partner by coming together
and col laborating to advance the terr itor ial  programs and
address their unique chal lenges.



J A N U A R Y  2 3 - 2 7 ,  2 0 2 3

DETAILED
PROGRAM

Source: www.tiemout.com/oakland

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



M O N D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 3

PROGRAM DAY 1

1:00 PM Welcome & Introductions
Dr. Benjamin Colucci, PR LTAP Director
David Ambuehl, Chief Deputy District Director, Caltrans
Gloria M. Shepherd, Executive Director, FHWA

P U E R T O  R I C O  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  T E C H N O L O G Y  T R A N S F E R  C E N T E R

FACILITATOR

2:15 PM American Samoa
Reuben Siatuu, Chief Engineer, American Samoa

2:45 PM Guam
Vincent Arriola, Director of DPW, Guam

3:15 PM Break

3:30 PM Commonwealth Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI)
Lauren Sanchez, Program Coordinator, DPW, CNMI

4:00 PM United States Virgin Islands (USVI)
Jomo McClean, Highway Program Manager DPW, USVI

4:30 PM Puerto Rico
Ana Torres, Deputy Executive Director, PRHTA
Angel Alicea, Design Area Director, PRHTA
María Ayala, Construction Area Director, PRHTA

5:00 PM Adjourn

1:45 PM White House Office for Puerto Rico and Territories
Coordination
Coral Torres Cruz, Senior Advisor to the FHWA Administrator, FHWA
Jamie Christian, PR Division Administrator, FHWA 

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE TRANSPORTATION
CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



T U E S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 3

PROGRAM DAY 2

8:00 AM Ice Breaker
Omar Elkassed, PRHP/THP/FBP Program Manager, FHWA

A M E R I C A N  S A M O A
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  W O R K S

FACILITATOR

8:45 AM Emergency Relief Program & National
Transportation Response and Recovery Program
Mahmmud Yousef, Emergency Relief Program Specialist, FHWA
Eileen Vaughan, Emergency Relief Program Specialist, FHWA
Sharon Cuevas, Regional Emergency Representative, FHWA

USVI Emergency Relief Case Study
Piotr Gajewski, Design Program Manager, DPW

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Transportation Asset Management (TAMP)
Tashia Clemons, Transportation Specialist, FHWA
Peter Doan, Asset Management Program Specialist, FHWA

USVI Pavement Asset Management Tool
Jomo McClean, Highway Program Manager DPW

4:00 PM Adjourn

Source: www.usviodr.com

Source: www.appliedpavement.com

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE TRANSPORTATION
CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



W E D N E S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3

PROGRAM DAY 3

8:00 AM Check-In
Omar Elkassed, PRHP/THP/FBP Program Manager, FHWA

C O M M O N W E A L T H  N O R T H E R N  M A R I A N A  I S L A N D S
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  W O R K S

FACILITATOR

9:00 AM Resiliency
Zoe Johnson, Environmental Protection Specialist, FHWA
Laura Girard, Senior Hydraulic Engineer, Resource Center, FHWA

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Bridge Program
Territories Representatives
Samantha Lubkin, Safety Inspection Team Leader, FHWA
Wendy McAbee, Senior Bridge and Tunnel Inventory Engineer, FHWA
Bert Buchanan, Structures Engineer, FHWA West Virginia Division

4:00 PM Adjourn

Source: www.samoaobserver.ws

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE TRANSPORTATION
CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



T H U R S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 3

PROGRAM DAY 4

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  V I R G I N  I S L A N D S
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  W O R K S

FACILITATOR

9:00 AM Ferry Boat Program
Territories Representatives
Omar Elkassed, PRHP/THP/FBP  Manager, FHWA
Vanessa Williams, FTA FBP Manager, FTA

8:00 AM Ice Breaker
Lauren Sanchez, Program Coordinator, DPW, CNMI

10:00 AM LTAP Program & Innovation
Dr. Benjamin Colucci, PR LTAP Director

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Financial Management
Territories Representatives
Stephanie Harrison, Financial Program Specialist, FHWA
Andrew Callihan, Financial Program Specialist, FHWA

4:00 PM Adjourn

11:00 AM Emotional Intelligence Exercise: Partnering by
Active Listening
Omar Elkassed, PRHP/THP/FBP Program Manager, FHWA

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE TRANSPORTATION
CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”

Source: www.transit .dot.gov/grants/fta-ferry-programs



F R I D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 3

PROGRAM DAY 5

P U E R T O  R I C O  H I G H W A Y  A N D  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A U T H O R I T Y

FACILITATOR

8:00 AM ADA Compliant Plan
Todd Webb, ADA Program Analyst, FHWA
Melissa Anderson, ADA Program Analyst, FHWA
Carey Shepherd, Civil Rights Officer, FHWA

10:45 AM Close Out Session
Dr. Benjamin Colucci, PR LTAP Director

11:45 AM Lunch

1:15 PM DeSilva Gates Aggregates Plant Tour
Chu Wei, Pavements and Materials Engineer FHWA

4:00 PM Adjourn

Source: www.theasphaltpro.com

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE TRANSPORTATION
CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



SPEAKERS 
BIOS

Source: www.oaklandca.gov

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



ANGEL ALICEA
Design Area and Programming and Specials Studies Director, PRHTA

Professional experience as Structural Engineer and Design Consultant for more
than 10 years.  Academic experience as Professor of Structural Engineering and
Architectural Engineering at the Inter-American University of Puerto Rico, Bayamon
Campus.  Research and work experience with the University of Alabama, Engineer
Research and Development Center of the US ARMY COE, ExxonMobil, and Boeing
Company.

MELISSA ANDERSON
ADA Program Analyst, FHWA

A professional licensed engineer and ADA Program Analyst in the Office of Civil
Rights for the US DOT, Federal Highway Administration.  Specializes in pedestrian
accessibility and safety in the public right of way. Has previously served in the US
Access Board, a State Department of Transportation, and two municipalities, with
more than 25 years of experience in the engineering field.  Has also, worked as a
consultant assisting State and Local agencies, consultants, and contractors to
develop and implement ADA transition plans and to design and build more
accessible pedestrian facilities. Her experience with the Federal government and
as a consultant has provided her with the opportunity to educate and assist local
agencies and states across the country and help them to better understand and
implement accessibility solutions. Enjoys working with people who have disabilities,
bridging the communication gap that often exists between government agencies
and the people they serve.

VINCENT ARRIOLA
Director of the Department of Public Works (DPW), Guam

Director of the Guam DPW since 2019. Also served as Deputy Director of the
Department of Administration. Graduated from Father Duenas Memorial High
School and attended St. Mary’s College in California. Has decades of experience
in the executive and legislative branches of the Government of Guam. Served as
the General Manager of the Guam Telephone Authority from 1997 to 2003 and as
the Director for the Bureau of Planning, wherein he assisted with the
implementation of Vision 2001, a plan for improving the island’s economy and
infrastructure. He also served as the Executive Director for the Guam Legislature
from 2010 to 2016. 

SPEAKERS BIOS

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



SPEAKERS BIOS

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”

HENRY BAUTISTA
Highway Engineer, DPW, CNMI

Civil engineer with 37 years of public and private sector experience in the design
and construction of roads and highways, Henry Bautista is the Senior Highway
Engineer of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI)
Department of Public Works (DPW).  Directly involved in the implementation of
funding from the US Department of Transportation (DOT) Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) for the CNMI, including design of primary highway projects,
oversight of procurement, and construction management.  Began his engineering
career in 1986 in the Philippines, where he worked on bridges and highways, before
moving in 1990 to Saipan, the capital of the CNMI, where he started in highway
and drainage construction projects. Joined CNMI DPW in 2000 and led CNMI
highway design and construction management.  In 2015 after a stint in the private
sector, he rejoined the CNMI DPW and has been Senior Highway Engineer since.  
Possess a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering in 1985 and is a Certified Civil
Engineer in the Philippines.

ANDREW CALLIHAN
Financial Program Specialist, FHWA

System Implementation and System Process Review lead for the Resource Center
Finance Team.  Has twenty years of experience in federal, state, and local
government finance.  Among his skills and areas of expertise are
Accounting/Project Management, Technical Assistance in Finance, System
Implementations, Process Reviews, Financial Management Reviews, and Internal
Controls.  Possess a Master of Science in Accountancy from the University of North
Carolina Wilmington.

MARÍA AYALA
Construction Area Director, PRHTA

Professional Civil Engineer with over 26 years of experience in PRHTA in the
Construction Area. Registered Professional Engineer (PE), College of Engineers and
Land Surveyors of Puerto Rico (CIAPR). Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
(BSCE) from the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez.



TASHIA CLEMONS
Senior Transportation Specialist, FHWA

Works in the FHWA’s headquarters Office of Stewardship, Oversight and
Management.  Member of the Asset Management Team to provide direction and
national leadership on Asset Management guidance and regulations, since January
2021.  Served as Director of Planning, Environment and Right of Way for the
California Division from 2016 to 2021.  Began in FHWA in 1993 and served as a
Transportation Specialist in FHWA’s headquarters Office of Transportation
Performance Management (TPM) developing rulemaking to implement MAP-21
requirements.  Has more than 31 years of Federal service in a variety of capacities
including Transportation Community Planning, Transportation Asset Management
(TAM) and TPM.  Has also served as  Acting Assistant Division Administrator for the
FHWA District of Columbia (DC) Division Office in 2014, and nine years in the FHWA
Ohio Division as an Environmental Protection Specialist, where she provided
leadership and technical guidance to assure full implementation of the NEPA.

SPEAKERS BIOS

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”

JAMIE CHRISTIAN
Puerto Rico Division Administrator, FHWA

Appointed FHWA Division Administrator for Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands in December 2013, to provide executive direction over a $2.3 Billion Federal-
aid program which is the 3rd largest and one of the most complex programs in the
nation.  Leads a multi-disciplinary professional staff in several locations throughout
Florida and Puerto Rico.  He previously worked as the FHWA Division Administrator in
Utah for 5 years where he partnered with the Utah DOT in a national deployment of
their accelerated bridge technologies and innovative project delivery practices.  
Has over 24 years of experience in the transportation industry working throughout
the United States.  Holds a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering from the University of
Illinois.  Graduate of the AASHTO National Transportation Leadership Institute and is
a registered Professional Engineer in the state of Illinois.



BENJAMIN COLUCCI
Puerto Rico Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) Director

Director of the Puerto Rico Transportation Technology Transfer Center (T²-PRLTAP)
since its inception in 1986.  Professor and Researcher from the Civil Engineering
and Surveying Department and Distinguished Professor of the Faculty of
Engineering at the University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez Campus (UPRM), for over
30 years.  Received the Wilbur S. Smith Distinguished Transportation Educator
Award from the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and the Wilbur S. Smith
Award, Outstanding Civil Engineer Professional, Contributions in Highway
Engineering from ASCE’s T&DI.  Possess a Ph.D. and MSCE from Purdue University
in Transportation specializing in Truck Weight and Size Regulations Applicable to
Pavement Infrastructure and Pavement Management Systems (PMS).  Obtained his
BSCE from the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez and a JD from Eugenio María
de Hostos Law School.

SHARON CUEVAS
Regional Emergency Representative, FHWA

Sharon Cuevas is the FHWA/USDOT Regional Emergency Transportation
Representative (RETREP), representing the USDOT’s 9 Operating Agencies on
disasters.  Her FHWA ITS/Operations, Safety, & Research experience, coupled with
a decade of U.S. Forest Service (USFS) first responder wildland firefighting, and
FEMA all-hazards disaster response provided her with a background to support our
transportation communities' preparedness, resiliency, response & recovery.

PETER DOAN
Asset Management Program Specialist, FHWA

Asset Management Specialist in the Office of Stewardship, Oversight, and
Management for the Federal Highway Administration in Washington, D.C. Peter has
been with FHWA for 12 years. He previously worked in FHWA’s District of Columbia
Division Office. Peter received his BSCE from the University of Massachusetts and
is a PE in the State of Maryland.

SPEAKERS BIOS
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“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”

OMAR ELKASSED
PRHP/THP/FBP Program Manager, FHWA

Has been with FHWA for about 15 years. Joined FHWA as the Special Assistant to
the Senior Liaison for Higher Education (SLHE) at DOT Headquarters and served as
a Highway Research Engineer for the Office of Operations RD&T at the Turner-
Fairbank Highway Research Center (TFHRC).  Has also served in FHWA Oregon,
New York, and California Division Offices as an Area Engineer.  Since 2021, has
served as a Transportation Specialist for the Office of Infrastructure’s Stewardship,
Oversight, and Program Management Team where he manages the PRHP, THP, and
FBP. Holds a Master of Science in Transportation Engineering and a Bachelor of
Science in Civil Engineering from George Mason University.

DEREK AUGUSTE GABRIEL
Commisioner, DPW, USVI

Nominated by Governor Albert Bryan Jr. to serve as the eighteenth (18th)
Commissioner of the Department of Public Works on February 2021.  Is the
youngest person in the Department’s history to serve in that position. Prior to
serving with DPW, held different positions in both the private and public sectors
specializing in project management, procurement, business development, property
management, retail development and government relations.  Graduated from the
University of Delaware.  Began working for Senator Shawn-Michael Malone as a
Legislative Aide and Public Relations Officer. In 2009, worked as a Special
Assistant to the Governor assigned to the St. Thomas/Water Island Administrator,
working on community initiatives and youth activities. Completed the Henry Toll
Fellowship in 2011, a prestigious program instituted by the Council on State
Governments aimed at developing future state leaders. Continued his career in
public service, serving as the Deputy Commissioner of Property & Printing at the
Department of Property & Procurement until 2015.  Married to Keli Gabriel, and
have two children, Savanah, 9, and Lukas, 5.  Served three terms as a Trustee of All
Saints Cathedral School Board, including two terms as the board’s chairman.
Currently serves as the President of the Cathedral Church of All Saints Men’s
Fellowship and Vice-Chairman of the Board of Governors for the Virgin Islands Port
Authority.  Proud graduate of the All Saints Cathedral School.

SPEAKERS BIOS



LAURA GIRARD
Senior Hydraulic Engineer, Resource Center, FHWA

For the past two decades has been wading in, measuring, modeling, and studying
riverine systems. Provides technical support to bridge owners on resilience-related
hydraulic design. Has designed hydraulic structures in some of our country’s most
sensitive riverine systems, including National Parks, National Forests, and Wildlife
Refuges.  Has also worked as a researcher on three NCHRP hydraulic studies and
author of the corresponding reports, co-author of Hydraulic Engineering Circular
23 (HEC-23), and instructor for seven National Highway Institute courses on scour,
resilience, stream dynamics, and modeling of river encroachments.

STEPHANIE HARRISON
Financial Program Specialist, Resource Center Finance Team, FHWA

Also serves as Financial Program Manager for the Office of Chief Financial Office.
As a Federal-aid program subject matter expert, provides audit/internal control
support to the OCFO and Division Offices.  Is the go-to person for ad hoc reviews
such as the Puerto Rico Internal Control Review and financial management reviews
in partnership with Federal Lands for the Tribal Transportation Program (TTP).  Prior
to joining the Resource Center, worked in the Florida Division Office.  Joined the
FHWA in 2001, as a Financial Specialist in the Florida Division; where was also
appointed Director of Finance.  Previously, worked with the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) for almost ten years where she was a Personnel Services
Supervisor and held other leadership positions as a Program Contract and Budget
Coordinator and Contract Analyst/Accountant. Stephanie also worked for several
years as a Contracts Manager and Human Resources Representative with a Florida
consulting engineering firm.

PIOTR GAJEWSKI
Design Program Manager, DPW, USVI

Has 20 years of experience in engineering and construction in both the private and
public sectors.  Has been in the USVI DPW for over 10 years.  Currently serves as
Design Program Manager with responsibilities that include all aspects of project
development and design including utility coordination and disaster recovery.  
Posses a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Lehigh University.

SPEAKERS BIOS

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”



ZOE JOHNSON
Environmental Protection Specialist, FHWA

Serves as an Environmental Protection Specialist on the Resilience Team at the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Prior to joining FHWA, worked for the
Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command at the U.S. Naval Academy as a
subject matter expert on climate change, sea level rise, and resilience planning.
Has also held positions at NOAA, where she coordinated the NOAA and EPA
Chesapeake Bay Program Partnership climate change resilience efforts, and at the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, where she was the Director of Climate
Change Policy and Planning. Has a Bachelor’s degree in Urban and Regional
Planning from Western Washington University, and a Master’s degree in Coastal
Zone Management and Ports & Marine Transportation from the University of
Washington.

SAMANTHA LUBKIN
Safety Inspection Team Leader, FHWA

Safety Inspection Team Leader in the Office of Bridges and Structures, Office of
Infrastructure, FHWA.  Has served more than 29 years with FHWA including 18 years
in bridge inspection, bridge management, and bridge inspection program oversight
at Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division; and 6 years managing the National
Bridge Inventory and National Tunnel Inventory.  Possess a BSCE from the George
Washington University.

SPEAKERS BIOS

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”

LYNDEN KOBAYASHI
Senior Supervising Engineer, WSP, Guam

Acting Chief Engineer Highways Division, with functional role in Planning
and Design Manager.  Is a Civil Engineer in Guam, Hawaii and CNMI, with
16 years of experience in the areas of transportation, highway and roadway
planning and design, bridge inspection/management, program
management, and utility coordination.



JOMO McCLEAN
Highway Program Manager DPW, USVI

Bachelor of Engineering and Master of Engineering Degrees in Civil Engineering
from The City College of New York.  Has served as Design Program Manager and
currently Highway Program Manager for the past 6 ½ years.  Working at the VIDPW
for 16 years.  Previously worked at Chevron Latin America, Texaco Caribbean, and
Brookhaven National Laboratory.

LAUREN SANCHEZ
Program Coordinator, DPW, C. Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI)

Program Coordinator with 20 years of experience in federal programs.  Is currently
the Federal Program Coordinator with the CNMI Highways and has been with the
department for over 10 years. Works directly with all Highways staff from programs
with administrative tasks and vendor payments, the engineers and inspectors on
project tracking, DPW management in regards to the program budget, funds
balances, and the TTIP.  Also serves as a liaison between DPW and FHWA.  Has a
degree in Business Management and Accounting from Northern Marianas College.

CAREY SHEPERD
Civil Rights Officer, FHWA Florida & Puerto Rico Divisions

Provides oversight and technical assistance to the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT), Puerto Rico Highway Transportation Authority (PRHTA), and
US Virgin Islands Department of Public Works in eight programs, including
compliance with FHWA-1273 provisions.  Graduated from the Florida State
University and Mississippi College of Law.  Has worked for FHWA since 2008 with
over twenty-five years of experience in Federal Civil Rights legal oversight,
enforcement and litigation.

SPEAKERS BIOS

“PARTNERSHIP :  COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS UNIQUE
TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES FACING THE TERRITORIES .”

WENDY McABEE
Senior Bridge and Tunnel Inventory Engineer, FHWA

Works in the Office of Bridges and Structures, Office of Infrastructure, FHWA.  Has
been for the past 15 years with FHWA including 2 years as an area engineer, 2
years with the structural team at the Turner Fairbank Highway Research Center,
and most recently working at both the Division and Headquarters level in the areas
of bridge inspection, bridge management, and inspection oversight.  Previously,
served for 15 years with the State Departments of Transportation and the private
sector.  Posses a BSCE from Saint Martin’s University, Lacey, WA.



GLORIA M. SHEPERD
Executive Director, FHWA

Among her recent accomplishments are that she led the successful development
and implementation of new proposals that were passed by MAP-21 and FAST Acts.  
She also played a key role in Accelerating Project Delivery and Regional
Cooperation.  Prior to becoming Associate Administrator on February 18, 2007,
Gloria held the position of Director, Office of Planning where she served as the
FHWA's principal advocate for metropolitan and statewide planning and programs
and was responsible for directing the development of policies, regulations,
directives, and techniques to carry out the planning process.  She joined the FHWA
in 1999 having served previously as the Staff Director for the Transportation
Solutions Group, the Maryland DOT (MDOT), and the Deputy Director of the Office
of Planning and Preliminary Engineering, Maryland State Highway Administration,
MDOT.  She was previously Chief of Staff for the Commissioner of New York State's
Department of Transportation (NYS DOT), an Agency of 12,000 people with a $5
billion annual budget.  In 1995, she relocated to Maryland after she accepted the
position of Deputy Director, the Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering for
the MDOT, State Highway Administration (SHA).  Her responsibilities at the SHA
included sharing leadership of the SHA's Office of Planning and Preliminary
Engineering, an Office of 150 people; sharing leadership for one of the SHA's most
time-sensitive projects - the relocation of the Redskins from Washington, D.C. to
Landover, MD; and leading the development and management of performance
measures, benchmarks and Continuous Process and Product Improvement for the
entire SHA.  She earned her Master of Law degree from Georgetown University, a
Doctor of Jurisprudence Degree from Albany Law School, and her Doctor of Arts
from the University at Albany (SUNY).  She is a member of the New York State Bar.    
A native of Albany, New York, she currently resides in Silver Spring, Maryland.

SPEAKERS BIOS
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REUBEN SIATUU
Chief Engineer, American Samoa

Serves as Chief Engineer/General Manager from the Civil Highway
Division, ASDPW, with 20 years of experience in Construction Engineering.  
Serving for 19 years in the American Samoa Government, Department of
Public Works.  Also, served as Project Engineer for 10 years.  Bachelor for
Science in Civil Engineering (BSCE) from the University of Hawaii - Manoa.



CORAL TORRES
Senior Advisor to the FHWA Administrator, FHWA

Certified engineer in training with over ten years of experience in transportation
analysis in several topics including the development of strategic plans for Federal
Transit Administration’s transit programs, development and application of design
methods for highway design, econometric analysis, and transportation planning
with an emphasis in intermodal facilities, development of sustainability strategies
for the transportation sector and government affairs efforts with the White House
and congressional transportation and infrastructure committees.  POssess a
Master of Science in Transportation Engineering and Planning from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, and a Bachelor of Science in Civil and Environmental
Engineering.

EILEEN VAUGHAN
Emergency Relief Program Specialist, FHWA

Currently working in FHWA Headquarters on the Emergency Relief Team.  Joined
Kentucky FHWA Division in 2019 as a Transportation Area Engineer.  Served as
Assistant Director of Planning for the State of Kentucky.  Has an Electrical
Engineering Degree from the University of Kentucky and a Master of Business
Administration from the University of Louisville.  Currently lives in Lexington, KY with
her 3 boys, husband, and dog.

ANA TORRES
Deputy Executive and Federal Liaison Office Director, PRHTA

Oversees and provides support in the implementation of best practices for the
project delivery for the Puerto Rico Highway Program.  Possess a Master of
Engineering in Civil Engineering (MECE) from the Polytechnic University of Puerto
Rico, and a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering (BSCE) from the University of
Puerto Rico at Mayagüez

SPEAKERS BIOS
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MAHMMUD YOUSEF
Emergency Relief Program Specialist, FHWA

Currently working in FHWA Headquarters.  Joined FHWA in 2009 as a
COOP student for the Puerto Rico Division. Then became the ARRA
Engineer for the PR Division.  Prior to joining the ER team, I worked as a
transportation engineer for the Florida Division for 11 years.  Possess a
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering (BSCE) from the University of
Puerto Rico at Mayagüez.

TODD WEBB
ADA Program Analyst, FHWA

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) program Analyst in the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) Office of Civil Rights. Supports the National ADA Program,
ensuring that individuals with disabilities have an equal opportunity to use the
public rights-of-way in the transportation system.  Oversees the intake and closure
of ADA/Section 504 complaints and provides technical assistance to Civil Rights
Specialists.  Also served as ADA Title II/Section 504 Coordinator at the Delaware
Department of Transportation (DelDOT), managing the statewide ADA program for
DelDOT.  In addition, served as Chairperson for the State Council for Persons with
Disabilities in Delaware working with disability advocates and State agency
policymakers to ensure individuals with disabilities were empowered to become
fully integrated within the community.

SPEAKERS BIOS
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VANESSA WILLIAMS
FTA FBP Manager, FTA

Has 25 years of federal service experience and currently works at the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Office of Program Management as a
Transportation Program Specialist. Provides the implementation and
management of the Passenger Ferry and Electric or Low Emitting ferry
programs. Served at the Department of Navy as an Administrative
Assistance. Has a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the
University of Maryland.



PARTICIPANTS
LIST

Source: https://propertylistings.ft.com/
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Angel Alicea-Rodriguez
  Puerto Rico

 Highways and Transportation Authority
  Director

  aalicea@dtop.pr.gov
  787-632-9719

Vince Arriola
Guam

Department of Public Works
Director

vince.arriola@dpw.guam.gov
671-646-6872

Stacyann Atalig
 Northern Mariana Islands

 Department of Public Works, TSD,
 Highway Section

Program Coordinator IV
 smadpwtsd@gmail.com

 670-287-4678

Michael Avery
 Puerto Rico

 FHWA PR/USVI Division
Deputy Division Administrator

 michael.avery@dot.gov
 202-258-3615

Maria Ayala
Puerto Rico

 PRHTA
 Construction Area Director

 maayala@act.pr.gov
 787-518-7388

Geza Baka III
 Commonwealth Northern Marianas

Islands
 Department of Public Works - Technical

 Services Division
 Highway Engineer II

 gbaka3.dpwtsd@gmail.com
 670-234-9828

Henry Bautista
Commonwealth Northern Marianas Islands

Department of Public Works
hbautista.dpwtsd@gmail.com

670-287-4679

Andrew Callihan
United States

Federal Highway Administration
Financial Program Specialist

andrew.callihan@dot.gov
470-585-8952
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Sharon Cuevas
United States

US Departament of Transportation
Region Emergency Transportation

Representative - Region IX
sharon.cuevas@dot.gov

202-923-0974

John Paul David
United States Virgin Islands

Department of Public Works, Office of
Highway Engineering

construction program manager
john.david@vi.gov

340-626-7323

Dennis Eber
 Guam

 Department of Public Works
 Highway maintenance and construction

supervisor
 dennis.eber@dpw.guam.gov

 671-646-3237

Derek Gabriel
  United States Virgin Islands
  Department of Public Works

  Commissioner
  derek.gabriel@dpw.vi.gov

  340-344-6287

Piotr Gajewski
United States Virgin Islands
 Department of Public Works
 Design Program Manager

  piotr.gajewski@vi.gov
  610-751-2991

Gabrielle Gersh
Hawaii

Federal Highway - HI Division
gabrielle.gersh@dot.gov

808-541-2308

Debra Hazel
United States Virgin Islands
Department of Public Works

  Material Inspector
  Debra.Hazel@dpw.vi.gov

 340-473-9302

Rueben Jennings
United States Virgin Islands

Public Works Assistant
  Commissioner

  rueben.jennings@dpw.vi.gov
  340-776-4844
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Lynden Kobayashi
Guam

 Department of Public Works
Planning and Design Manager

Acting Chief Engineer
  lynden.kobayashi@wsp.com

  671-646-6872 

Agahpay Manase
  American Samoa

  Department of Public Works
Civil Highway Division

Civil Engineering Technician
  agahpaymanase@gmail.com

684-252-1337

Zulma Marin
Puerto Rico

Highway and Transportation Authority
Consultant

  zmarin@acumenian.com
  787-407-4591  

Tanya Liz Marlik
Northern Mariana Islands

Department of Public Works, TSD
Highway Section

Administrative Assistant
  tim.dpwtsd@gmail.com

670-285-0242

Luis Matos
Puerto Rico

Highway and Transportation Authority
Consultant

lmatos@acumenian.com
939-717-6838

Jomo McClean
United States Virgin Islands

VI Department of Public Works
Highway Program Manager
jomo.mcclean@dpw.vi.gov

678-457-0292

Anetisa Migi
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Civil Highway Division

Sr. Administrative Assistant
anetisa.migi@dpw.as.gov

684-252-4550

Dympna Panguilan
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Design Engineer

dympna.pangilinan@dpw.as.gov
684-733-7718
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Jose Quinata
Guam

Department of Public Works
Chief Planner

jose.quinata@dpw.guam.gov
671-929-5162

James Respicio
Guam

Department of Public Works
Special Projects Coordinator

DOA Liaison
james.respicio@dpw.guam.gov

671-649-3121

Manolo Reyes
Northern Mariana Islands

Department of Public Works - Saipan
Highway Engineer III

mreyes.dpwtsd@gmail.com
670-483-1196

Juan Carlos Rivera
Puerto Rico

Federal Highway Administration
Highway Engineer

juan.riveraortiz@dot.gov
787-399-9981

Soniangeli Rodriguez Reyes
Puerto Rico

Federal Highway Administration
Community Planner, PDP

ss.rodriguez-reyes@dot.gov
787-718-2192

Estela Rubin
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Engineer II

estela.rubin@dpw.as.gov
684-731-0858

Na'oafioga Sagaga
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Program Manager

naoafioga.sagaga@dpw.as.gov
684-272-3442

Lauren Sanchez
Northern Mariana Islands

Department of Public Works
Federal Program Coordinator III

ldlcs.dpw@gmail.com
670-287-4679
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Jerome Savea
Northern Mariana Islands

CNMI Department of Public Works
Highway Inspector

jsavea_dpwtsd@yahoo.com
670-285-0361

Reuben Siatuu
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Director

reuben.siatuu@dpw.as.gov
684-272-3442

Uaealesi Doris Sipelii
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Civil Engineer

uaealesi.sipelii@dpw.as.gov
684-733-2296

Raydell Swanston
United States Virgin Islands
Department of Public Works

Project Engineer
raydellswanston12@gmail.com

340-277-5091

Richelle Takara
Hawaii

Federal Highway Administration
Division Administrator

richelle.takara@dot.gov
808-541-2311

Laupule Tilei
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
Deputy of Finance & Administration

laupule.tilei@gmail.com
684-256-2311

Coral Torres
Federal Highway Administration

Senior Advisor to the Administrator
Coral.torrescruz@dot.gov

787-486-4617

Ana Torres
Puerto Rico

Highway and Transportation Authority
Deputy Executive Director

antorres@act.pr.gov
787-721-8787 xt. 51008
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Faalavai Tuase
American Samoa

Department of Public Works
faalavai.tuase@dpw.as.gov

684-272-3442

Adrienne L. Williams-Octalien
United States Virgin Islands

V.I. Office of Disaster Recovery Director
Governor's Authorized Representative

awilliams@usvipfa.com
340-474-5506
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