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Puente eleva-
do sobr
carretera PR.2

Lase de remocion de tierras y
pxpropracon de terrenos
Una de las cualulades de
Ramon bans comao atealde es que
o se Dt il desierollo estrae-
varal del pueblo, sino que para el
pe timbien  sumaunente nece-
<arm el desarrollo de proyectos
de interes social Un ejemplo lo
v La Ciudad de Oro para per-
wonas de la tercera edad
Asimismn esta desarrollando un
proverto, gque es contraparte del
primera, yique vi dirpgudo a los
maos Este llevara ¢l nombre de
L Cradad de los Ninos
La Ciudad de los Nigos
constara de diferentes areas
1'na sera destinada o minos bajo
la tutela del Departamento de

Servicios Sociales. Otras seran
para el desarrollo de escuelas
maternales hasta sexte grado
1o actual escuela de mnos aulis-
tay sera mudada a estas instala-
cwones. Desarrallaran un “Head
Start” y contaran cun areas des-
unadas a la recreacién pasiva y
de deportes.

Ademas de estos proyectos
que hemos mencionado, existen
muchisimos otros que continuan
en progreso tales como el nuevo
(Centru de [Diagnostico ¥
Tratamiento, el nuevo Centro de
Gobierno Estatal y Municipal
conocido como Paseo del Parque,
¢l Paseo Lineal en Lomas Verdes
y el Gimnasio Municipal, entre
olros

Conector Rio Hondo

DERARE AR

Pnmeros pasos en /a construccion de 1a via del tren urbar
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... Y por ahi
viene el tren

avimen es unn de los municipios a los
Bnml-w le ha twcndo ser participe de un

provecto que eolova a Puerto Rico en ruta
dieeeta no ~olo o un nuevo siglo.. sino a un
nuevo nulenn

Las actividades de construccion del Tren
Urbinu, que e espera este operando en alyun
mnmento del aucw de B proxima decada, va son
evidentes en Havamon

Hasta o momenta, los planes senalan que
trew estactnes del Tren Urhano estaran loca.
leadis en ursdweion de la “Ciudad de los
Fatacion de Bayamon Centro
Fetavron  Complegs Deportivo v Estacion
Lardines die 4 aparra Kin Bayamon,

Segun lormes, los trabajos de construc-
e el Tren Urbana, renlizados hasta el 28 de
agosto en Havauen, se resumen en lo siguiente

Vauietas

ESTACIONES DE BAYAMON
(ENTRO Y COMPLEJO DEPORTIVO:

« Se ternunaron las pruebas de suelo.

o Detras del Centro Judicial de Bayamon,
< estan Frhrcando los pilotes a utihzarse en la
cnnstruccion

* Se psta realizando el movimiento del te-
rrenn en el area del estacionamiento donde se
construrra la Estavion de Bayamoan Centro. En
esta area se ubieara la planta para la fabricacion
de los segmentos

o Se comenzo I relocalizacién de utili-
dades de linens de energia eléctrica a lo largo de
la PR-5

ESTACION JARDINES DE
CAPARRA/RI() BAYAMON:

« NS¢ estan preparando las instalaciones
temporeras del contratista en el sector Juan
ominga

£ Lamanos  MOGEDS SERCOOnadon de £0mas KUMHO

DEANIERO
o VHRINCAC KN A

FRESION D)

* Compra la primera goma a precio
regular y IECufe la uundcrpmn un
50°, de descuenta
« Compra los primeras dos gomas
a precio regular y llévate
la tercera con un 75°: de descuento.
» Compra las primeras fres gomas
a precio regular y la cuarta goma
es jGratis!

Le aplicaremos 5% de
descuento a la compra de

ng pertenecen al listado
seleccionado de la Venta
Liguidacion de Almacen

tire corporation
HORARIO: LUNES A SABADO 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

+Pracos vaidns SOLAMEnte en nuedlrd 1nCa 08 Bayamn y en iC1 1aMat0Y 08 gOMas DHd

jCalidad al alcance de todos!

DESCUENTO : ——
ADICIONAL :

tus gomas KUMHO g estas

soiomvies ¢ -amonetss recos Regs 345 $131 i rasia e 30 Oe segteor e 1547 ranetas ge crédilo ¢ ATH

. jHAZ USO DEL MEJOR

* DEPARTAMENTO DE
SERVICIO, CON MECANICOS
EXPERTOS!

Frenos
Delanteros

$49.95

Alineacion
Tren Delantero

oo $30.00

iPorque tu tiempo para nosotres,
también es importante!

ATLANTIC TIRE CORP.

Bayameén: Carr taumn . ki A5 Mg
taraines ge Caparra (Fronte o Meps Lenlets |

787-1022 » 787-1024 |

Aceplamos 135 puncipales  —

oot SNl
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‘Bayamén estd a
todo tren. ..

con
innovadores
proyectos de
fransportacion

l
\ Estacién Bayomén Centro

Tren Urbano- La Ciudad de Bayamon contara
con tres estaciones del Tren Urbano
estratégicamente localizadas.

Inversion: $105 millones

Avenida Rio Hondo, PR-5

s En construccion desde la avenida Periferal Norte hasta el centro comeretil
Olazabal. Constara de scis carriles, dos de ellos para los vehiculos de alta
ocupacion
Inversion: $21.9 millones

w En 1997-1998 comenzara |a construccion desde la urbanizacion Flamboyan
Gardens hasta la avenida Las Cumbres
Inversion: $44 millones

Avenida Periferal Norte, PR 8855

s En construccion desde ¢l centro comercial Canton Mall hasta la interseecion
de la PR-2y PR-174
Inversion: 58.3 millones

s
i i r
AUTDRIDAD DE CARRETERAS
TREN URBANDO Y Wrm
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Hora de cambiar el patron urbano
o = AT A

[.A PUESTA on marcha del Tren Urbano (TU) traerd un
_ambio fundamental al area metropolitana y obligara a re-
sensar la ciudad en términes de “como s¢ va a organizar en,
“uncion del transporte colectivo y no en funcién del auto-
nowil”, dijo el planificador Anibal Sepilveda. |

F1 TU s un proyecto tan importante de transportacion
como de planificacion urbana”, dijo Sepdlveda. profesor de
2 Escuela Graduada de Planificacion de la Universidad de
Puerto Rico

La tendencta ha sido copiar los patrones de Estados Uni-
Jdos de construccion en los suburbios. que hage necesano ¢l
s del auto. Con el TU se requeriria un cambio de mentali-
dad en cuanto a un uso mas intenso de las areas urbanas
para vivienda, trabajo v otros usos.

Conlleva una “reconceptualizacion de la ciudad en fun-
sion del transporte colectvo, Todavia eso no lo veo, la
integracion de todo el mundo pensando en la misma direc-
s1on”. dijo Sepulveda. quien participa en un proyecio acadé-
mrco que junto al Massachusetts Insutute of Technology i
::?I:Ipr;gﬂﬁ&g::g!mm de la UPR sobre distintos aspec I-q\nu_ gll érea de Smwxor donde pasara & Tren Urbano, cuya puesta en marcha traerd ¢

“aAhora la ciudad tiene que resstructurarse para vivircon P del dree
ese proyecto, establecer los reglamentos ¢ incentivos necesd-  negativo del auto tales como aumentos ¢n los precios de la Como resultado de esa decis
nos para que densifiquen las estaciones. que ¢l comercio  gasolina, reglamentacion. incentivos v contnbuciones espe-  de Jardines de Caparra/Rio
|nterese mOverse a esas estaciones y desalentar los desaro-  ciales que les haga mas barato a los ciudadanos el vivir ¢n
Ilos suburbanos”, dijo el presidente de la Sociedad Puertom-  areas urbanas. Mejorar sistemas de transpartacion camo la

tienen 13 densidad poblacionat «

v mienlo
quena de Planificacion. Carlos Novoa Autoridad Metropolitana de Autobuscs sera tambien indis- 5
ALREDEDOR de cada estacion se van a promover dess-  pensable para el que ¢l TU opere cficientemente. PESQUERA dijp vt de s
rrollos conjuntos que promuevan la densificacién y usos Parte de la ruta del TU fue concebida scgun la dispombili-  determinaron desde v e e e

mixtos. dijo el secretario de Transportacion y Obras Publi-  dad de terrenos y su costo y no estnctamenie sobre cnterios donde s producen muchos viges Bayamon e
s Carlos Pesquera. Pero no csta muy claro como se hard.  de densidad poblacional. Desde hace anos existia un come. 44 s¢ acude de distintos punt no N
Fso requiere planificacion, coordinacion de muchas agen-  dor separado para coNSITUIF un EXPIeso que send la conu-  SDEarros P s fdee .
s, atraer a los desarrolladores y cambiar tanto su mentali-  nuacion de la avenida 65 de Infanteria hasta Guaynabo. Centro Medico v Rio Predras

dad como la del publico en cuanto a dejar los suburbios yla  Como era propiedad del Gobierna. + ofrecia una conexion Pesquera dijo gque va s¢ osta 1n
expansion honzontal para volver a las cludades. sentre Bayamon y Santurce. ¢l DTOP opta por ese corredor.  meorar of servicio de AR AY
Estos cambios se han logrado en otras ciudades del mun- "dijo Pesquera. Departamento de la Vivienda para un proy
du. pero con medidas que desincentivan el uso de auto que Pero “esa era la ruta de continuacion de este a oeste dela  las dreas. Lo gue gueremos os gue s estimulen s
han llegado a ser tan extremas como el cobrar por elusode  ciudad. Por eso es dificil afravesar a San Juan”. dijoNovoa y  lladores privados a reconocer esia aportunidad para
las carreteras. . opind que csa ruta “hubiese aliviado los tapones. Estapa  los patrones de desarrollo i traves Je los anus’”
Novoa dijo que serdn necesarios los incentivos de uso”  concebida asi desde hace muchos anos” Seeretario

Inconvenientes -

e~ ; ‘La gente
en la via altema” dlene e
Por OLGA CARRASCO ' aceptar las
DE_EL NUEVO DIA i ;
situacione-
LA ENTRADA de cemento frente a la casa de José San- P ,
chez. en @ sector Buen Samantano en Guaynabo, esta des- mcomodm

prencida porque el pesa da un venicuio usado en la construc-
.:oa\ceiﬂmumamlaseoal'ouetaomharamewmal
taicon oe la vivienda.

£l camino frente a la casa, de donde 5 ve maguinana en
jna enarme extension de leneno en la cual se ha electuado o
gesmonte para la construccidn. se converte en un fangal
-uando lueve, Sanchez se dedica a “chivear”’, haciendo raba-
/05 de ebanistena. Desde que esta al Tren Urbano 1a gente no i
‘.-‘:‘:nga;;s ol (}11(:.25’m e e e o e g de inconvenientes.

Cuandonolueveeeodvcrhh'smmmhmmm mandarasu  habrh remecios nmeciatos. ‘Siempre hemos sido honestgs  mantener i dusien de la gente Dars e acepten lus

A Petra Romero Santos (a
construccion del Tren
Urbano en terrenas
aledanos a su propredad

EL NUEVO DIALAURA MAGRUDER

n40 y a Su Mveto a vvr con un lamikar a Loiza porque el poivo con la gente. Les hemos dicho que va a haber inConvensen-  dades coma un proceso para r sistema ge 'rar
\e5 afectaba. Sanchez es uN de los POCos vecnos que gque-  tes’. Ono Pesquera. i con”, dyo Pesguera

Aan en el seclor y que no fueron relocallzados para la construc: COMO parte del proceso se han expropaco B0 viviendas eg = = e

aon cel TU distinlos puntos y reubcado a sus haonantes. Tamben oslencrmente.-en LNGs 003 2

Le qustana que |0 reubxcaran en ovra vivenca, al Qual Que Su  reudicaran edficios comerciales como ¥ de General Gases en  UNa Campana de 2ducacion pd 3
Jecina Peira Romesro Santos, para quen &f TU hasta ahora ha  Bayamon. ef McDanaids de la avenida Roosevell y & Conler for ¥ destacar ias .2nlajas de su uso
sgnificado el que '8 veces no fenemos huz, agua” Dsease Control del gobierna lederal. en Rio Pecras. Los Por lo cronto para persona ?

Fusmos a dar la querefia a las oficinas del Tren Urbano. Nos  costos de eslas expropaciones suman $87 3 milones no esta muy
atendieron muy bien”’. dijo Sanchez. "Estamos claros en que esla elapa confleva oferentes - del TU. contesto t € (58 TeImine i
Pero la realdad es que para Sanchez y Romero Santocs no convenienles. Tenemos que MiNIMizar 2s0s iNConvenientes v donde va a lagar ¢ s legaremos 3 verc

s oo 1 Acmars Sar

S B
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2 obstacles to Urban Tram approval removed

By cnms NAWLE\‘

Fedorai agenctes have removed two of
tne three rematming obstacles to final
seproval of the Urban Train. a source
vinee to GGov Rossellé said Wednesday.

The afheial. who requested anonymity.
:nd 'rhan Tram plaaners have received

i AISICIS 300 ArenienIrs ~at ~tsm yang
1ietter fram the [°S Department of the the trains 3 1-mie route
Intsrior approving thewr plans to con. Saaterce 1 )
serve parks. historical districts and ar- o m\_ % Samn i P.res::v:gvo: mgg::\;:;n:m'or.cal
~haeolngical sites along the train's route. RN, Nl getaited plans to orotect Mistorcal
Planners also have received word that s" iy i "\'{( “*\‘, areas. A “memoranaum of
ke Advisory Council on Historical Pres- oers

srvation has app more d

plans to protect historical areas, the
source said. A “memorandum of under-
standing” certifying the approval is ex-
pected within two weeks, the official said.

Authorities at the two federal agencies
could not be reached for comment
Wednesday night.

Negotiations between the Tra
tion and Public Works Department and
the Centers for Disease Control are the
Anrly remaining hurdle to the Urban Train
project The train would pass by the CDC
lfice near the Veterans' Administration

—*—
Urban Train update

@ Urd2n Train plarnars naue the gresn
tight from the 1} S Dapartmant of the
inleror 10 consarve Daivs. mstannal

ungerstanging ' certitying the 3ppraval
1S 8xpected within two weeks

W Effects of vibration and noise on an
Centers for Disease Control nsect
iaboratory at the Veteran s Hospital in
Rio Medras remain the only hurdie left
for the Urbdan Train project. if an accord
can be reacheq, the prosect would de
put on the list for federal lunding

@ Planners hope to have a “futl
funding 2greement™ by the end of the
year, which would guarzntee fegeral
fungs for the $1 dillion project.

0ministy t
Hoepital in Rio Piedras. and researchers SOURCE. Rasseto aaminsstration offia
are worried about the effect of vibration .
and noise on an insect laboratory there.
1t the CDC and transportation depart- STRA graotes by GabresSeote

ment can reach a the pro-

P!
ject would be put on the tist for federal
funding. Planners hope to have a “fuil
funding agreement” guaranteeing the
money by the end of the year.

The U'rban Train's cost has been esti-
mated at about 31 billion and government
ntficials want the {ederal government to
contribute about a third of the cost. So
far. the project has received $27.5 million

Officials question proposed plan
to downsize Coast Guard air station

By MARYY GERARD DELFIN

Rico's efforts in stopping the influx of

moaths on illegal journeys to the siznd.

in federal funds. Of ™he STAR Staft illegal drugs and undocumented aligns. Labbe s2id the expected civil strife
The transportation department submit- Officials at the US. Coast Guard 7th  and uzrest stemrum;l_ (rorn‘the pmnden-
ted evaluations of the train's impact on AGUADILLA — A proposed downsiz-  District in Miami, which the  tialel inthe

recreational and historical areas in De-
rember. but federal officials have said
the furlough of government workers
tlowed the review process.

Included in the evaluations were pro-
posals to destroy four buildings and modi-
fy two nthers in the Rio Piedras historical
district. The State Historic Preservation
Office approved the pnpoul saying the
huildings had only minor historical value
and their destruction would allow con-
struction of a tunnel under more impor-
tant buildings.

The transportation department also
offered to-
@ ihstall a noise wall where the train

passes through the Bayamén Historic
District.

@ build sound-absorbing veatilation
shafts where the train passes under the
University of Puerto Rico.

@ modify a baseball fleld near the
Medical Center in Rfo Pledras to make
room for the train, and plant trees to hide
the tracks.

@ install noise barriers and plast trees
in Géndara Park.

ing at the US. Coast Guard Air Station
Borinquen has left oficials questioning
if the Guard can continue to perform
effectively in Its search-and-rescue ef-
forts in the Mona Passage.

On July 1, 68 ealisted men and 12
officers are scheduled to be transferred
stateside from the statioa at the old
Ramey Alr Base. Curreatly, there are
205 active duty personoel

The station coordinstes the daring
rescues of illegal allens who cross the
dangerous strait between Poerto Rico

Repabdlic.

Along with the guardsmen, tbe sta-
tion's remaining two long-range Hercu-
les C-130 airerait will be flown to pew
sites in Flortida and North Carolina.
Only four Dolphin short-range HH-S8A

will remzin perma-
uectlyon the base.

Cmdr. Tom Vanak, the statioa’s oper-
ations manager, szid Wednesday that
the changes are budgetary, but egreed
that the measure could hurt Puerto

station, could not be rezched.
Capt. Tom B d, tke d

four moaths from now will also bﬂn: a
large number of undocumented aliens

of the Guard's Greater Antllles Section,
traveled to Miami on Wednesday to
meet with top brass. He has been trying
to get officials to recousider their
deciston.

“What's going to pash them (Guard
officials] over the edge is when yoa have
4 Puerto Rican or a US. citigen issve a
mayday oear the Dominicaa Republic
and we won't be able to bhelp him
lmmediately,” said Lt John Pasch, as-
sistant operations manager.

The budget cuts come at a time whea
law enforcement oficlals may face a
basy year of trying to keep a record
sumber of undocumented aliess from
tryicg to reach the United States
through Puerto Rico.

US. Border Patrol Chief Agent Gary
Labbe szid Wednesday that intelligence
reports show that about 300,000 Chinese
In Venezuela and 2500 in Haitl are
waiting to embark In the coming

crossing the Mona Passage.

“They’ll be trying to get as many
people out of the island before then. ™
Labbe said.

The Borinquen station, Vanak said.
would still have access to the C-130
atreraft if an emergency situation
arises, but it would take about three
hours from their stateside locations to
arrive here.

When asked if he thought if the Guard
would be able to perform as well, Vanak
added: “It all depends of the deployment
schedule and assets.”

Coast Guard figures show that fram
June 1993 until the present. 433 lives
have been saved by guardsmen at the
station. Search and rescue missions to-
taled 837, and more than $5.3 milllon in
property has been saved or recovered.

“When they take your assets away,

Please see GUARD, Pege §

T T
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FTA finds Urban Train on ri

Recently the Federal Transport Ad-
ministration (FTA) approved the Final
Environmental Impact Declaration (DIA)
°f the Urban Train Project

Before giving this approval the FTA
#valuated the preliminar DIA that previ-
suely circulated and the comments made
during the public commentary process

This is a big achievement because it
means that the FTA was satisfied with
our effort.” said Carlos [ Pesquera.
DTOP’s secretary
Less Fatal accidents in 1995 than in 1994

The Commision for the Transit Safety
reported that by Oct. 31, 1995, that 468
fatal accidents had occured.

This represents 17 less fatal accidents
*han in 94, when death in the streets
added 485 to that same date

Although the total of deaths is under
the ones of 1994, there have been seven
deaths of drivers and four of motorcyclist
more than last vear as per Miguel Santi-
ni. CST's executive director

Pesquera, CST's president exhorted the
citizens to pass the key when drinking
aleohol

The CST reports the data of the pedes-
trians, drivers, passengers, motorcyclist,
Jockeys and skaters deaths that are sum-
marized by the P R. Police.

Office of Services to the Citizen: %0
percent effective

The Office of Services to the Citizen of
DTOP reported having received 5795
cases up to Oct. 31, 1995 of which 5246
cases were solved for a total of 90.5
percent of effectiveness,

This office was created by executive
order of the governor in 1993 and since
then it has been solving public problems
related with all the dependencies of the
DTOP

The office has also received cases that
are related to other agencies

The Office of Services to the Citizen is
open from 7:30 a.m. to 430 p.m. through
729-1512 or 1-800-981-3021.

Tokens in Salina's Tollway Plaza

To quicken the coin transaction process
at the Salina's Tollway Plaza the silver
dollar size “Susan B. Anthony" is been
used instead of quarters.

In this plaza a systems had already
been implemented where the tollway was
paved only from Ponce to San Juan
direction ($1.25).

The silver dollar use reduced the time
in which the machine processes the
rhange since only two coins are being
used instead of five

This way accelerates the transaction
process and the lifting of the mechanical
arm.

“This coin is not given as change but
only the tollway employees use it to
deposit it in the machines,” Pesquera
mentioned.

Roads to be built

Soon the DTOP will be auctioning the
following reconstructions at a total cost
of almost $2.6 million.

PR-110. of km. 12.40 to km.23.00, Moca-
Aguadilla was auctioned on Nov. 21.

PR-115 from km23.7 to 28.1, Aguada-
Aguadilla. and the PR-924, from km 6.2 to
km. 64, Humacao. were auctioned on
Nov 28,

This 1s part of the effort of the Public
Works Directory of keeping the roads in
good shape

Buchanan’s toll trafic increases

From January to October 1995, the
average of daily vehicles at the Buchanan
toll increased by 4.000 in each direction.
for a total of 8,000 additional vehicles in
the operation.

This represents an 8 percent in-
creased over the same period last year,"
said Pesquera.

The increase in the vehicular conges-
tion that has been noticed in this plaza
has resulted due to this increase in
traffic. explained the functionary of the
DTOP

Since the new method was implement-
ed where the ushers deposit the change
directly in the machine. saving time to
the usuary an increase in traffic has been
registered in this toll.

A study made by the Road and Trans-
portation Highway Authority said that
the use of ushers and the new method
represented an improvement of 60 per-
cent in the time that the usuaries would
take in depositing the change and contin-
ue to their destiny.

Pidones Walk to Public View

The public view of the Environmental
Impact Document of Pifiones Walk was
held in November at the Authentic [nde-
pendent Union of of Employees of the
Autoridad de Acueductos y Alcantarilla-
dos. located in road PR-187. km.338 in
Barrio Medianfa Baja of Loiza
Municipality.

The Pitones walk, a project finance
with funds of the Federal Road Adminis-
tration (FHWA), will offer 22 kms for the
enjoyment of cyclists and pedestrians in
the Boca de Cangrejos in Lofza area.
Memorial Monament Construction Starts

Soon the construction of the Memorial
Monument will start which will honor the
Puerto Rican's casualties of war since
World War L

A symbolic ceremony was held on
Veterans' Day of unvailing of the Monu-
ment with the participation of Gov. Pedro
Rosellé.

This was done at the activity sponsored
by the Commsion of Citizens Rights and
the Veterans Procurator's Office in rec-
ognition to the Puerto Rican veterans.
Martiner Nadal Expressway last section
coatracted

The contract for the construction of the
last section that will complete the ex-
press Rafael Martinez Nadal in Guayna-
bo has been signed at a cost of $18.5
million.

The section of four tracks and 3.45 km
will run by the east side of the Guayna-
ba’s urban zone, starting from Bo. Ple-
dras Blancas to PR-1 road, in La Muda
sector.

This project includes an unlevel inter-
section in that point as well as two other
structures.

The majority of the Martinez Nadal
expressway s already in use and the
track that connects the avenues Pifero
and Lomas Verdes is being build and will
be completed this year at a cost of $11.7
million.

False checks alert
Merchants were warned to be on the

alert for DTOP’s checks that are received ,

in payment of merchandise since recently
a false check and a false employee 1.D.
were use in a transaction in Santurce.

A valid check from the agency has the
TOP seal at the upper left side and at the
center. “A false check only has one seal
that says DTOP at the upper left side of
It.” Pesquera explained

In the agency's check there are aiso
written, in the space for the date the
words day, month and year, in that order.
The false check does not have those three
words and the upper right side. it says,
“expires in six months.” The official
check of the department does not indicate
expiring date.

Presquera recommended to the mer-
chandisers to verify the identification
card of the DTOP employees has a yellow
background where it appears the photo,
employee’s name, social security number
and the secretary's signature.

The oficial agency's logo should be
printed in the background of the employ-
ee's data, blue color with the DTOP
letters in yellow. The card should be
laminated and must have a pin at the top.

The merchandisers that may have
doubts about this matter can call the
Internal Audit Office at 722-2929, ext.5835,
3029 or 728-8372
New track in Los Paseos bridge

Gov. Rosell6 inaugurated an additional
track in the bridge of Las Cumbres
avenue, in front of Los Paseos in Rio
Piedras.

The bridge was enlarged to four tracks

ght track

at a cost of $545.000

“With this the transit in the area will
acelerate, which has been nighly urban-
ized in the last years" Pesquera said

The project 1s part of the construction
and improvement program of Las
Cumbres Avenue at a cost of 354 million

The DTOP official explained that the
cost of the construction and improvement
projects in San Juan this year exceeds $2!
million.

Close to Los Paseos' area. two ramps
are being built at the intersection of Luis
A, Ferré highway with Las Cumbres
avenue for $873.000. This project s done
in response of a request from the Borin-
quen Gardens Urbanization Residents
Association. who had requested it several
years ago to the mumicipal admimistra-
tion with no response

About [legal Signs

DTOP's secretary reminded to the citi-
zens and public and private entities that
the Law 55 prohibits the placement of
signs in the state roads of the island

This law explains that “Any person will
place advertising. signs and property
warnings belonging to the government or
to the benefit of such, in public roads.
streets, or places next to such. nor will
place prints, paintings, signs, advertising
of any kind in trees, rocks or natural
object th such property.”

z
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[financiera en Puerto Rico.

* Oficinas para alquiler $11.50 ;
* Oficinas para la venta desde do0p
* Pisos completos 3,500
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FTA finds

Recently the Federal Transport Ad-
ministration (FTA) approved the Final
Environmental Impact Declaration (DIA)
f the Urban Train Project,

Refore giving this approval the FTA
svaiuated the preliminar DIA that previ-
wely circulated and the comments made
during the public commentary process

This is a big achievement because it
means that the FTA was satisfied with
our effort.” said Carlos 1. Pesquera,
DTOP's zecretary
Less Fatal accidents in 1995 than in 1994

The Commision for the Transit Safety
reported that by Oct 31, 1995. that 468
fatal accidents had occured,

This represents 17 less fatal accidents
than in ‘94, when death in the streets
added 4R5 fo that same date

Although the total of deaths is under
the ones of 1994, there have been seven
deaths of drivers and four of motorcyclist
more than last year as per Miguel Santi-
n. CST's executive director

Pesquera, CST's president exhorted the
citizens to pass the key when drinking
aleohol

The CST reports the data of the pedes-
trians. drivers, passengers, motarcyclist,
jockeys and skaters deaths that are sum-
marized by the P R. Police,

Office of Services to the Citizen: %0
percent effective

The Office of Services to the Citizen of
DTOP reported having received 5795
cases up to Oct. 31. 1995 of which 5.246
cases were solved for a total of 90.5
percent of effectiveness.

This office was created by executive
order of the governor in 1993 and since
then it has been solving public problems
related with all the dependencies of the
DTOP

The office has also received cases that
are related to other agencies

The Office of Services to the Citizen is
open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through
729-1512 or 1-800-981-3021
Tokens in Salina’s Tollway Plaza

To quicken the coin transaction process
at the Salina's Tollway Plaza the silver
dollar size “Susan B. Anthony" is been
used instead of quarters.

In this plaza a systems had already
been implemented where the tollway was
paved only from Ponce to San Juan
direction (3125).

The silver dollar use reduced the time
in which the machine processes the
rhange since only two coins are being
used instead of five.

This way accelerates the transaction
process and the lifting of the mechanical
arm.

“This coin is not given as change but
only the tollway employees use it to
deposit it in the machines.” Pesquera
mentioned.

Roads 10 be built

Soon the DTOP will be auctioning the
following reconstructions at a total cost
of almost $2.6 million.

PR:110, of km. 12.40 to km.23.00, Moca-
Aguadilla was auctioned on Nov. 21.

PR-115 from km.23.7 to 28.1, Aguada-
Aguadilla. and the PR-924, from km 6.2 to
km. 64, Humacao. were auctioned on
Nov 28

This is part of the effort of the Public
Works Directory of keeping the roads in

Buchanan's toll trafic increases

From January to October 1995. the
average of daily vehicles at the Buchanan
toll increased by 4.000 in each direction.
for a total of 8,000 additional vehicles in
the operation.

‘This represents an 8 percent in-
creased over the same period last year.”
said Pesquera.

The increase in the vehicular conges-
tion that has been noticed in this plaza
has resulted due to this increase in
traffic. explained the [unctionary of the
DTOP

Since the new method was implement-
ed where the ushers deposit the change
directly in the machine, saving time to
the usuary an increase in traffic has been
registered in this toll.

A study made by the Road and Trans-
portation Highway Authority said that
the use of ushers and the new method
represented an improvement of 60 per-
cent in the time that the usuaries would
take in depositing the change and contin-
ue o their destiny
Pifiones Walk to Public View

The public view of the Environmental
Impact Document of Pifiones Walk was
held in November at the Authentic Inde-
pendent Union of of Employees of the
Autoridad de Acueductos y Alcantarilla-
dos. located in road PR-187. kmda8 in
Barrio Medianfa Baja of Lofza
Municipality.

The Piflones walk, a project finance
with funds of the Federal Road Adminis-
tration (FHWA), will offer 22 kms for the
enjoyment of cyclists and pedestrians in
the Boca de Cangrejos in Lofza area.
Memorial Monument Construoction Starts

Soon the construction of the Memorial
Monument will start which will honor the
Puerto Rican’s casualties of war since
World War L

A symbolic ceremony was held on
Veterans' Day of unvailing of the Monu-
ment with the participation of Gov. Pedro
Rosellé.

This was done at the activity sponsored
by the Commsion of Citizens Rights and
the Veterans Procurator’s Office in rec-
ognition to the Puerto Rican veterans.
Martinet Nadal Expressway last section
contracted

The contract for the construction of the
last section that will complete the ex-
press Rafael Martnez Nadal in Guayna-
bo has been signed at a cost of §19.5
million.

The section of four tracks and 3.45 km
will run by the east side of the Guayna-
bo's urban zone, starting from Bo. Ple-
dras Blancas to PR-1 road, in La Muda
sector.

This project includes an unlevel inter-
section in that point as well as two other
structures.

The majority of the Martinez Nadal
expressway is already in use and the
track that connects the avenues Pidero
and Lomas Verdes is being build and will
be completed this year at a cost of $11.7
million.

False checks alert

Merchants were warned to be on the
alert for DTOP's checks that are received
in payment of merchandise since recently
a false check and a false employee 1.D.
were use in a transaction in Santurce.

A valid check from the agency has the
TOP seal at the upper left side and at the
center. “A false check only has one seal
that says DTOP at the upper left side of
it.” Pesquera explained

In the agency's check there are aiso
written, in the space for the date, the
words day. month and year, in that order
The false check does not have those three
words and the upper right side, it says,
“expires in six months.* The official
check of the department does not indicate
expiring date.

Presquera recommended to the mer-
chandisers to verify the identification
card of the DTOP employees has a yellow
background where it appears the photo.
employee’s name, social security number
and the secretary's signature.

The oficial agency's logo should be
printed in the background of the employ-
ee’s data, blue color with the DTOP
letters in yellow. The card should be
laminated and must have a pin at the top.

The merchandisers that may have
doubts about this matter can call the
Internal Audit Office at 722-2929, x1.5835,
3029 or 728-8371.

New track In Los Paseos bridge

Gov. Rosellé inaugurated an additional
track in the bridge of Las Cumbres
avenue, in front of Los Paseos in Rio
Piedras.

The bridge was enlarged to four tracks

c3

Urban Train on right track

at a cost of $545.000

"With this the transit in the area wiil
acelerate, which has been highly urban-
tzed in the last vears™ Pesquera said

The project is part of the construction
and improvement program of Las
Cumbres Avenue at a cost of 354 million

The DTOP official explained that the
cost of the construction and improvement
projects in San Juan this year exceeds $2!
million.

Close to Los Paseos' area. two ramps
are being built at the intersection of Luis
A. Ferré highway with Las Cumbres
avenue for §873.000. This project is done
in response of a request from the Borin-
quen Gardens Urbamzation Residents
Association, who had requested it several
years ago to the municipal administra-
tion with no response

About llegal Signs

DTOP's secretary reminded to the citi-
zens and public and private entities that
the Law 55 prohibits the placement of
signs in the state roads of the island

This law explains that "Any person will
place advertising. signs and property
warnings belonging to the government or
1o the benefit of such, in public roads.
streets, or places next to such, nor will
place prints, paintings, signs, advertising
of any kind in trees, rocks or natural
object th such property.”

?

ato Rey

Define su Estilo
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El Secretario federal de
Transportacmn apruebala
erogacion de $307 millones

a lo largo de seis afios para
construir el proyecto
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al tren urban
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En el bolsillo el bill

Por LEONOR MULERO
DE EL NUEVO DIA

WASHINGTON - El Gobierno de Puerto Rico cumplira
how el ultimo de los requisitos federales que lo califican para
“rcibie $307 S miilones en seis afos para la construccion del
provecto de infraestructura mas importante de la Isla: el
Tren Urbano

El secretane de Transportacion y Obras Publicas de Puer-
1n Rico. Carlos Pesquera. indico ayer que el Departamento
{2 Transportacion de Estados Unidos (DOT) podria emutir
1in pronto como hoy la certificacion de que el proyecto
cumple con los requisitos ambientales (ROD). Pero una

El secretario del
DOT, Federico
Pena, resaltd los
méritos del proyecto
ferroviario
puertorriquefio

fuente federal aseguro que esa centificacion sera emitida hoy

Una vez emitida la ROD, el préximo paso es que ¢l DOT
firme un Acuerdo de Fondos Totales (Full Funding Agree-
ment), mediante el cual el Tren Urbano recibida en seis
afos alrededor de $307.5 millones. Esa suma es poco menos
de la tercera parte del costo total de construccion de la
pnmera fase del proyecto y podria vaniar de acuerdo con la
situacion presupuestania federal.

Con ese acuerdo, que podria firmarse en este mes o ¢l
proximo. el DOT se compromete a que el Tren Urbano va a
recibir fondos del presupuesto discrecional de la agencia.
Otra gran ventaja es que el DOT es quien acude al Congreso
a defender los fondos para los proyectos comprometidos.

7

CARICATURA/WAGHORN

ete del tren

ESTE DIARIO supo que la Oficina de Presupuest
Gerencia en Washington recomendo favorablemente e
nanciamiento del tren de la Isla. En entrevista reciente
este diano, el secretano del DOT. Fadenico Pena. resalto
mentos del proyecto ferroviano puentomqueno v comer
que proximamente tomara una decision sobre ef comprom
s0 para financiar parte de su costo

La solicitud del acuerdo ha sido completada por ei
bierno de Puerto Rico. Una ver ¢f DOT + Presupuest
Gerencia den el visto bueno. Casa Blanca debera pa-
revista sobre el provecto. para ver i se amolda a los prnn
pios de politica publica del Presidente.

Pesquera dijo que otros $150 millones federales podr
utihizarse en la construccion del tren del presente al 0%
Estos dineros provendrian de las asignaciones por formu
que la Isla recibe anualmente para transportacion. El Secr:
1ano espera unlizar para el tren $25 millones anuales .
alrededor de $100 millones anuales que recibe median
formula.

El gobernador Pedro Rosselld se reunio ayer. acompanac
por Pesquera, con el secretano Pefa. Rossella agradecio 'a
gestiones de Pena a favor del tren y lo invito a visitar Puer
Rico en ocasion de la Cumbre del Tren Urbano, que ¢
celebrara el 21 de diciembre proximo. Tambien esta invita
do el presidente de la Comision de Transportacion ¢ [nfracs-
tructura, el congresista republicano por Pennsylvania, Bus
Schuster.

El 30 de abnl proximo. el Gobierno de Puerto Ric
seleccionara el consorcio que se hara cargo de la const
cion de la pimera parte del provecto. cuyo costo ha sid
calculado en $413 millones. Estan compitiendo los licitad
res Siemmens. de Alemania; Breda. de Italia; y Bombara
dier. de Francia. Esos nombres corresponden a los nombres
de Ins vehiculos de tren que vada casa fabrica,

EL CONSORCIO seleccionado cstara a cargo de cons
truir las pnmeras dos estaciones del proyecto. el taller o
mantenimiento, los vehiculos de todo el sistema. el sister
de control de todo ¢l proyecto. las escaleras eléctmcas. 1
como de |a operacion de todo ese sistema de transportacic
por cinco o seis afos.

La construccion del tramo de 2.5 kilometros entre Torn
mar y Las Lomas comienza en julio. mientras se celebr o
Puerto Rico la Convencién Nacional de Gobernadores

El costo total del proyecto aumenté a $1.113 millone:
hasta el 2001, debido a la inclusion de la estacion dei case
de Rio Piedras. la cual es subterranea

Las 14 estaciones del tren liviano corren como sigu:
comienza al lado del pueblo de Bayamon cerca del Pase

rbosa: cruza la carretera numero dos hasta el Cenir
Judicial de Bayamoén: sigue hasta Jardines de Caparra «
comunidad futura de Rio Bayamon: ilega a Tormmar en '
interseccion de Ramirez de Arcllano: va hasta Las Lomas.
sigue hasta ¢l expreso Mantinez Nadal, donde estara el taller
de mantenimiento.

Después hay otra estacién en la Calle San Alfonso en [ s
Lomas; hay otra estacion en la Avenida de Diego. frente ai
Fondo del Seguro del Estado y la Autondad Metropolitana
de Autobuses: hay otra estacion en el Centro Médico. otra
cerca de Villa Nevarez; y la siguiente estacion es el casco de
Rio Piedras. con salida a la Plaza de Recreo v otra al Paser
de Diego.

El tren sigue hasta las cercanias de la Universidad
Puerto Rico en la Avenida Ponce de Leon, en lo que sera |
futura Plaza Universitana; llega hasta detras del Centro
Judicial de Hato Rey; hay otra estacion en la interseceion de
la Avenida Mufoz Rivera v la Avemida Roosevelt; lleg
hasta las cercanias del Agua Expresa: + termina en las cerca
nias de la Universidad del Sagrado Corazon.
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El nmv-efu de transportacion desplazana un centenar de edificios 8 un costo de $100 millones.

Arrollador el tren urbano

For WALDO D. COVAS QUEVEDO
DE FINUEVO DIA

NOS DE los provectos de infraestructura mas importan-
tes de Puerto Rico desplazardn o afectaran a cerca de tres
sntenares de terrenos pnvados, segun documentos suminis-
tradue por las agencias que desarroilaran el provecto del
Tren ['rhano v el Superacueducto.

Ambix pravectins se encuentran en diferentes ctapas de
fesarrodlo v en ambos casos las diversas gestiones hechas
durante las pasadas dos semanas para oblener informacidn
fetallada sabre loc terrenos que seran expropados resulta-
ron infrictuosas

Fmpars segun e dyo cuando se divulgo la Declaracion
gore r de Impacto Ambiental el ano pasado, el Tren

e e \-m luan desplazaria un centenar de edificios a
l +de 100 mallones o una décima parte del costo del
1w paen por Basamon, Guaynabo. Rio Piedras v

;,;_,
No se menciona el precio
que el gobierno pagard por
los terrenos privados o

publicos a expropiarse

Segun informe el Depanamento de Transportacion y
(hras Publicas la «emana pasada. el Tren Urhano afectana
'n difcrentes formas, desde expropiacion total hasta el sim-
ple uso del terreno temporalmente durante la construccion.
109 terrenes pnivados. 64 de la Autonidad de Carreteras y
fransportacion v 19 de otras agencias gubernamentales.

EN TERMINOS de capacidad. 283.337 metros cuadra-
foe pertenecen a la ACT, 270.63R metros cuadrados a otras
weneas gubernamentales v 81,416 metros cuadrados son
prsadoe

Ninguno de los documentos suministrados por ¢l DTOP
mengrona o establece un estimado del precio que pagard por
Ioe terrenos pnvados o publicos

Por wi pante, la Oficina del Superacueducto de la Autori-
Iad de vcueductos v Alcantanllados, ofrecio un listado con

! numern de catastro v a direccion del propietano de los
rerreres con poaitnlidad de ser afectados por el proyvecto, del
e Arsprende que alrededor de 194 propiedades priva-
1w el gobierno tambien estan en e<a atuacion. De los
nes ibernamentales, siete pertenecen 3 la Autondad

"% 12 ACT + una al Depanamento de Recrea-
Separtes

En ambos casos, puede que las trayectonias de los proyec-
tos sdlo pasen de alguna forma por la propiedad. afectandola
parcial o totaimente, De igual manera, a los dos proyectos le
faltan diferentes medidas para su diseno final

Aungue el listado suministrado por la AAA carece de otra
informacion, la propuesta del grupo Thames/Dick Supera-
queduct Partners estima preliminarmente que la adquisicion
de terrenos costara $8.2 millones. incluyendo la comision de
$814,000 para el tasador y $240.000 en gastos administrati-
vos. La ACT cederi la servidumbre de la Autopista de Diego
v la Avenida Comerio para el paso de ia tuberia gratuita-
mente. segun s¢ informo. La refenda cantidad es sin calcular
¢l costo por las estructuras enclavadas en los terrenos. Sin
embargo. la AAA comprara las tierras pertenecientes a otras
agencias gubernamentales al valor justo del mercado y men-
clona que pagard las estructuras de terrenos pnvados a base
de la tasacion individual.

LA PROPUESTA del consorcio menciona que se adqui-
nrdn un total de 538 cuerdas para el Superacueducto. De
¢stas. 206 son para el lago regulador. la toma de agua y su
estacion de bombeo. |2 para las lineas de transmision eléc-
tnca de la estacion de bombeo. siete para las lineas de
transmision eléctrica de la planta, 36 para la tuberia de
aguas crudas, 130 para la planta de tratamiento de agua. 124
para la ruta hasta Bayamon de la tuberia. 19 para la exten-
sion de Bayamon Sur y la Finca Rosso. v cuatro para el
almacenaje de las aguas tratadas.

La propuesta de la firna contratada para construir el
Superacueducto menciona que estima que pagardn entre
£5.000 y $100.000 por cuerda de terreno. a base de las
ventas regisiradas, el Registro de la Propiedad v la expenen-
cia del tasador Jos¢ G. Padilla Bruno. quien trabajo en la
adquisicion de terrenos de la Autopista De Diego v €5 consi-
derado un experto en adquisicion de terrenos en el drea
norte.

El refendo documento, que consiste de miles de paginas,
menciona que ¢l disefio de la expropiacion para el corredor
de 60 pies para el supertubo tomara nueve meses. La AAA
permitio ojear la propuesta pero rehusd suministrar copia a
El Nuevo Dia de las ocho paginas que trataban sobre la
adquisicion de terrenos a pesar de que fue la agencia quien
suministro la informacion a los licitadores

MIENTRAS, ¢l proyecto del Tren Urbano. segun la in-
formacion suministrada, requerird desde el pago a un pro-
pictano para pasar por un terreno unicamente durante la
construccion, hasta la adquisicion del terreno porque la ruta
pasard por alli permanentemente.

EI DTOP enfatizd que el provecto Tren Urbano aun esta
en la fase preliminar de disefo v la alineacion sigue sufnen-
do cambios mimimos que podrian vanar el patron de expro-
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de propledad "

ACT - 64 propledaces
Otras agendias pubiicas - 39 propsedades
Grupos prvados - 109 propsedaces

ACT s propeetaria del 30 % ;_uc-emoasm.smas
Luagwmpl.tl:as,nmh . son propestanas ded 19
: requendas.

Las agencias publcas son propsetanas del 49 % de las
LLos Grupos Privados son propsetanos del 51 % oe las.
propiedades eqUendas.

+ Area de propledades potenciaiments requerida

ACT- 283,337 metros cuadrados
Otras. - 270,638 mefros cuadrados
Grupos - 81,416 metros cuadrados

ACT s propistaria del 44 6 % del 4rea de Sera requenda
Ctras Agencias Publicas son propietarias del 42.6 % del area ne
tiera requerida.

Las Agencias Publicas son propletarias del 87.2 % del drea de
tera

requerida.
Los Grupos Privados son propestancs del 12.8 % osl area 0e
tewra requerida.

Fuenme Deparamenno g
Transponacen y Obras pubeeas

Grafea | Bl Buevo O

pracionces,

Ademas, ¢l DTOP esta comenzando a tasar [as propn
des. por lo que le resultaba imposible ofrecer informace
tanto a los duefos como ai publive en general. sobre of
estimado de los 1errenos

Empero. muchos de los gue seran desplazados
construccion del Tren {'rhane resulen on fa barrugda R
Samaritano en Guasnabo s el Sector Corea en R Predr
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Siemens wins Urban Train bid
Consortium to build first section of train, oversee entire project. pages

)

Transportation and
Public Works Secre-
tary Carlos |. Pes-
quera, flanked by
Highway and Trans-
portation Authority
Executive Director
Sergio Gonzalez,
left, and Sub-Exec-
utive Director Carlos
Colén de Armas,
show off models of
the proposed Urban
Train.
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Angry lawmakers may not get to
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éie—mens wins Urban Train bid

Consortium to build first section of train, oversee entire project. pages

%

Transportation and
Public Works Secre-
tary Carlos |. Pes-
quera, flanked by
Highway and Trans-
portation Authority
Executive Director
Sergio Gonzalez.
left, and Sub-Exec-
utive Director Carlos
Colon de Armas,
show off models of
the proposed Urban
Train.

STAR phota
by Francesca von Asbenay
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Siemens Transit Team ‘!

awarded $500 million
Urban Train contract

Consortium to build
1st section, operate,
oversee entire project

By MARTY GERARD DELFIN

O The STAR Siaft

Siemens Transit Team consortium Fri-
day was awarded a contract worth more
than $500 million to build the first section
of the Urban Train, plus operate, oversee
and maintain the entire project.

_"We feel very satisfied with the selec-
" {ién and the experience this company can
offer for the comstruction of Trem Ur-
bano.” Transportation Secretary Carlos
I. Pesquera said at a news conference.

Siemens Transit Team was picked
upanimously after a 10-month evaluation
by a committee. The group was chosen
over two other consortiums for the Sys-
tem and Test Track Turnkey Contract,
the largest and costliest of the seven
contracts to be awarded for the project's
first phase.

The team. Pesquera said. was selected
because of the economic feasibility as
well as the technology it was offering.

Headed by Siemens Transportation
Svstems Inc. of Iselin, N.J., the consor-
tium is made up of eight other companies.

Siemens AG. the German parent com-
pany, has a history of specializing in
collective transport systems in Argenti-

na, Turkey. Greece, Thailand, Mexico and
Spain. In the 1930s, Siemens built four of
the five Buenos Aires subway lines on a
turnkey, or design-build-operate basis,
and is currently rebuilding the electrical
system, according to The Associated
Press.

The two other competing consortiums
were Grupo Tren Urbano, led by Bombar-
dier Inc. of Montreal, and Tren Urbano
Consortium, led by the Canadian-based
Lavalin International and Breda Constru-
zioni Ferroviarie of Italy.

All three companies were notified Fri-
day morning by fax. which was [ollowed
by teleph calls from wealth
officials. No one from Siemens attended
the news conference.

“Everyone here is excited.” said Klaus
Schreiter, president of Siemess Transpor-
tation Systems Inc., in a telephone inter-
view from New Jersey.

“Actually, 1 have to say that this
project has been handled in such a profes-
sional way by Puerto Rican officials than
what [ have seen anywhere in the past,”
Schreiter said.

Anne Gagnon, spokeswoman for Bom-
bardier of Montreal, said ber company
was “very disappointed.”

‘We don't know what the other compa-
ny proposed, but we have competed with
Siemens before and will continue to com-
pete with them In the future,” Gagnon
said also in telephone interview from
Canada.

Lavalin officials did not return a phone

eUrharEIraIvs opera

Slemens Transit Team. 2 consortium led by New Jersay-
based Siemens Transportation Systems Inc
first segment of the Urban Train and will operate the entire 14-station
alignment at its projected opening date of 2001. Fellowing are some

: facts about the parent company. Siemens AG.

was selected to build the

"

B Founded: 1847 in Berlin, Germany. In 1879, Werner Von
Siemens constructed and operated the first electric locomotive

R B Headquarters: Munich, Germany

rg B Other industries Include: medical systems,

:a communications, automotive, mining and metals. computer. solar
power, home electronics and appliances

¢ B Worldwide sales: $65 billion in 1995 Includes over §12

.3 Dillion in the United States.

1 B Workforce: 380,000 woridwide (70,000 engineers and

legf technicians)

[\ »o

SOURCE. Siemens Transportation Systems inc

call for comment.

-Detail of the three bid proposals will
pot be made public until the Siemens
contract is signed within four to six
weeks, Pesquera said.

The winning consortium submitted a
bid of $499.9 million for the project’s first
stage, which will include 64 vehicles, rails
for the complete 14-station route, com-
munications and train control systems
and mechanical ladders.

This cost also will include the final
construction design of 2.6 kilometers of
track, the Torrimar and Las Lomas sta-
tions, and maintenance and storage facili-
ties. Design construction for the first two
stations is scheduled to begin in July.

A second component, propesed in the
bid at $44.3 million, includes “all work
that is needed to get the system running,”
Pesquera said.

STAR graphic oy Jose Hudo

Additionally, Siemens will be paid $28.7
million annually for maintenance and
upkeep of the system during the {irst five
years of the contract, beginning in 2001
when the train begins operating. Pes-
quera said this annual fee was much less
than what officials had projected.

Schreiter, the Siemens Transportation
Partnership president, explained that fi-
nal costs could increase slightly because
of ioflation and other external
considerations.

“We don't see that we'll have any
problems in Puerto Rico," he said.

The whole cost of the Urban Train.
which will link Bayamén with Santurce,
is estimated at $1.2 billion. Last month,
the Urban Train received a $307.4 Full

Please see TRAIN, Page 9

‘Gateway’ bust
nets 5 arrests on

Naguabo beach
Combined forces seize

$5 million worth of cocaine

By PEDRO RUZ GUTIERREZ

Of Tha STAR Staff

Five Dominican nationals became the first casualties
of Operation Gateway on Friday as federal and island
law enforcement agents jointly dismantled the smuggling
of at least 300 kilograms of cocaine at a Naguabo beach

U.S. Customs Service Special Agent in Charge Raphael
G. Lépez and Maj. Adalberto Mercado, director of the
Police Department's Narcotics and Vice Bureau. an-
nounced the arrests and seizure of the shipment, worth an
estimated $5 million.

Arrested during the pre-dawn surveillance operation
were Santo Deaza, 33; Carlos Cipridn, 43, José M. Sanchez,
27, Victor Hernindez Canario, 33: and Rafael Pérez
Cabrera, 48.

Customs officials said all five suspects are undocu-
mented and will be charged with smuggling and conspira-
cy counts, [elonies for which they will be arraigned soon.

Lépez said agents noticed that two of the alleged drug
traffickers they detained were completely wet This
prompted police and agents to search the beach, where

Pleass ses COCAINE, Page 8

STAR photo by Javier Freyies
A cache of cocaine valued at $5 million and an automatic weapon, seized in an early-moming operation
against drug smugglers, were on display at the U.S. Customa office in San Juan on Friday. A joint force of
Customs agents, Humacao drug division police, agents of United Forces of Rapid Action or FURA, and
Department of Treasury employees made the bust at a Naguabo beach. Five Dominican Republic nationals
were arrested. '
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Alleged punto
owner, 2 other
young men slain

Three young men were
<lain Friday in separate in-
cidents. authorities
innounced

Among the slain was an
alleged punto owner
2unned down Friday after-
aoon in Santurce’s Barrio
Obrero, police said

According to the police
report, Wilfredo Sierra
Feliz. 19. had at least 15
bullet wounds. Police dis-

covered his body at the
corner of Rio Grande and
Henna Streets.

Earlier Friday, Arecibo
police found the body of
Melvin Morales Maldon-
ado. 17, underneath con-
struction debris at an

| abandoned building in the

town's Barrio Obrero
Police said Morales. a
resident of the Marquez
Arbona housing project.
had three bullet wounds
and burns in various parts
of his body, which was
found at around 7:30 a.m.
In Aguadilla. mean-

while, police said Miguel
Esteves Barreto, 18. died
in a shooting in the town's
Las Munecas housing pro-
Jject. A second victim iden-
tified as José Bourdon
Romin, 20, was wounded in
the incident.

Police said the shooting

ag most likely drug-

lated.

Pedestrian killed
crossing highway
Two separate accidents

early Friday killed a pe-
destrian and left a police-

A man police only 1den-
tified with the alias “Jun-
ito" died when a milk
company truck ran him
over at around 5:30 a.m. on
Highway 22 in the Buchan-
an sector of Guaynabo

According to police, the
pedestrian attempted to
cross the highway in a lit
area when a truck driven
by Julio Lopez Garcia of
the Tres Monjitas milk
company struck him.

Also Friday, a police-

|

| signed to the Bayamén

| of his bike and landed oo

man on a motorcycle was
injured when a vehicle hit
him on Santa Cruz Street
at around 7 a.m. Police
said Carlos Ocasio, as-

2 gunmen assault
78-year-old man

An elderly Candvanas
man was injured by two in-
dividuals who broke into
his home Friday might. po-
lice said

Luis de Jesus Cotto, 78,
told police two men en-
tered his home and struck
him on the head with the
butt of a revolver. Police
said De Jesus was treated
at Canovanas’ diagnostic
and treatment center.

motorized unit, lost control
the pavement.

He suffered several inju- |
ries, including one to his
right leg, and was taken
unconscious to Rio Pie-
dras’ Industrial Hospital.

The unidentified car |
driver was being investi-
gated, police added.

From stat! and wirg reports

Resting in port

to the STAR by David Vilatahe
On a slow and grayish day, a Brazilian aircraft carrier got some rest and relaxation Friday at the Isla
Grande port area.

From Page 3
Cocaine

they found eight bales of cocaine. They also discovered a
loaded automatic weapon next to the burlap-wrapped
contents on the side of the road.

Lépez added that the ship-to-ship transfer of the drugs
appeared to have taken place out at sea.

Acting on information received from informants. a
combined force of Customs agents, Humacao drug divi-
sion police, agents of United Forces of Rapid Action or
FURA and Department of Treasury employees scouted
the Los Corchos sector for several hours before making
the arrests after 5 a.m.

Customs agents and police during early morning hours
spotted and followed several vehicles, four of which were
later confiscated. .

Operation Gateway is one of several nation-wide
initiatives to “choke” the available routes for drug
traffickers. [t was announced more than two weeks ago in
New York by Gov. Rossellé and Customs Service Com-
missioner George J. Weise.

“We have got to be as active as they are, not reactive,”
Ldpez said of new tactics designed to “choke” smugglers’
entry points around the country.

Lépez said the Caribbean Basin remains one of the
main entry points to the United States and one of the
smugglers' chosen routes because of ils proximity to
“source” countries and the heavy seaway traffic.

Lépez said this would change as the Customs Service
reaps the benefits of the new agreement that will infuse
the agency with additional high-speed vessels and
personnel.

“The future success of Operation Gateway lies not only
in the multi-agency approach, but in the use of the multi-

Electricity to go off

The Puerto Rico Elec-
tric Power Authority an-
nounced Friday that it
would interrupt service in
several sectors of Baya-
mén and Dorado cn Sunday
morning.

PREPA’s press office
reported that the interrup-
tion would be owed to
works related to an indus-
trial client's connection
and the affected areas will
be without service from
.30 am. to noon.

In Dorado, the sectors
without power will be Villa
Laguna I. Villa Laguna II,
Las Calandrias, Cuba Li-

IN BRIEF
bre, Rio Lajas and Hacien- for the two police officers
das de Dorado. accused of killing the son «
In Bayamoén, the affect- of deceased Puerto Rican
ed sectors will be on High- author Manuel Maldooado
way 174, the neighborhoods Denis until May 20
of San Agustin and Villa The hearing was de-
Verde, Barrio Guaraguao, layed because [ormer
and sectors La Morenita, Capt. Reynaldo Castillo
Chorreras and the Parce- had to be operated on,
las Lopez Casas. while former police officer
On Highway 830, sectors José Colén Burgos is living
Sénchez Mulero, Garcia, in Hartford, Conn.
Camino Los Mulero, Ca- [n 1992, the two former
mino Avilés, Los Fuentes police officers were de-
and Jurutungo will be clared guilty by a jury of
without power. killing Manue! Maldonado
| Irizarry, 16 Bhn:lt torn;eer
Officers' sentencing Judge Laura Nieves
ff until May 20 Van Rhyn threw out the ju-
putoffu Y ry's decision and absolved
Superior Court Judge the officers.
Barbara Sanfiorenzo Fri- | On April 12, the Su-
day postponed sentencing | preme Court reversed Van

Rhyn's decision.

Trial over infant’s
death postponed

The trial of Nancy Colén
Borrero, who is a
causing the death of her
57-day-old child by breast
feeding her after using co-
caine, was postponed until
June 10. It was to have be-
gun at the Ponce Judicial
Center on Friday.

Colén Borrero denies the
charge and thatshe isa

murder, but on appeal it
was lessened to involun-
tary manslaughter.

From stalf and wire reports

line [and) cross-functional concept,” Lopez said in a
press release. “This concept encompasses the utilization
of all the US. Customs disciplines . . . working together
with local police, special units and other law enforcement
agencies to dismantle drug trafficking and money laun-
dering organizations.”

From Page 3

Train

Funding Grant Agreement from the US. Department of
‘Transportation.

Other partners in the winning consortium are Juan R.
Requena and Assoc. of Puerto Rico. which will be
responsible for the arch e and engineering, and
Alternate Concepts Inc. of Massachusetts, which will
provide operation and maintenance.

Subcontractors include Guillermety Ortiz and Assoc. of
Puerto Rico, Wallace Floyd and Assoc. of Massachusetts.
Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade and Douglas of New York.
and El Taller Colaborativo of New Jersey.

Joint ventures between subcontractors include Lord-
Mass Electric and Redondo Construction and Perint
Corp.

Guillermety Ortiz and Redondo Construction currently
have other government contracts, Pesquera said.
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UPR multi-use compléx planned

| ‘Rio Piedras campus to get Urban Train stop, retail center, movie theater. page s
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Catario Se [7 ‘2 ahlieCoe
| replaces B B - 3
' sewer lines

The Pay Luis Bar Restaurant
In Catafio has had to shut its
doors becausae of
construction on Tren Street
and Barbosa Avenue. Catario
is spending $7 million to
replace all sanitary and storm
sewage lines to put an end to
the chronic problems of
backed up sewers and
untreated waste waters
overflowing onto the streets.

Page 2

STAR photo by Javier Frayles

says.
Nicolds Nogueras

official acts of the party, that he
doesn’t represent the party in his
public expressions,” Gov. Rossello

Page 3 |

Overruns cited in time,

| costs, delaying project
| far past completion date
| of 100 days.

Page B29

I 5 ST
NPP directorate |  DUINESS FORTFOLI
excludes Nogueras | ‘ GulfChemfiles Caribbean
from party posts suit against culinary
“It means he can’t participate in any ‘ contractor competition

Food professionals from
20 destinations to take
part in shows, seminars
and contests. Page 2

Subscribe now to The San Juan Star 792-0433



-

DEPARTAMENTO DE TRANSPORTACION Y OBRAS PUBLICAS
QFICINA DE COMUNICACIONES

i 4

THE
ha -

&

EL NUEVO DIA

SAN JUAN STAR

/

/ Pagina

Pagina =

____ ELVOCERO
Fecha AR |
QTROS
Fecha

Pagina

/ Pdgina

mlly P

The San Juan Star - Wednesday. May 8. 1956

Housing facilties,
retail center, movie

University of Puerto Rico and Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public Works
officials have been quietly negotiating to
develop a $55 million multi-use complex
on the institution's Rio Piedras campus.

The project, which will ultimately add
am additional 335 million stop along the
Urban Train's 14-station route, will dis-
place nine EXISUINR university structures.

Its design and environmental evalua-
tion are already on [ile at the Planning
Board. A public hearing will be held on
the plan today at 9:30 am. at Planning
Board headquarters.

Known as Plaza Universitaria, the
complex is slated to be built on university
property west of Ponce de Leon Avenue,
which currently holds 600 parking spaces
and about 10 small academic buildings.
Replacing them will be a string of four-
to nine-story buildings that include hous-
g {acilities for 1.200 students, an audito-
rium and conference facilities, two levels
of underground parking and a retail
center of movie theaters, shops and
rWIurﬂﬂl&

+While documents and interviews with
project planners reveal that the universi-
ly worked closely with Urban Train
officials in developing the plan, Plaza
Universitaria's key proponent and finan-
cial backer is clearly the UPR.

Funds for the project have not been
{inalized yet but will probably come from
the university and from private investors,
UPR President Norman 1. Maldonado
said in an interview Tuesday

Maldonado admits that Plaza Universi.

taria would not be proceeding “with such
urgency if the Tren Urbano didn't exist.”

Building a multi-use complex on the
Rio Piedras campus has been under
consideration for the last 20 years, Mal-
donado said.

As the Urban Train route stands now,
an underground station is slated to be
built about two blocks south of the Rio
Piedras campus, at Ponce de Leon Ave-
nue and José de Diego Street, A station at
Plaza Universitaria 1s not yet part of the
‘rain’s budget, Transportation and Public
Vorks Secretary Carlos Pesquera said.

But Pesquera said the new station will
ulumately become a part of the train
route — if not during the first phase of
construction, then as part of the recently
proposed addition that would extend the
line {rom Sagrado Corazén in Santurce to
the Minillas Government Center.

“We think this is something that will be
equally beneficial We'll provide better
access Lo the university, while the univer-
sty will provide more potential riders on
the Urban Train." Pesquera said.

'UPR officials expect construction. of
the complex to be completed by the year
2000. one year before the Urban Train is
=t o begin operating

The environmental evaluation pre-
faared by the university similarly por-

LocAL News

UPR, agency plan to develop
complex to include train

B R T 3 B

A proposed $55 million complex to be
by the University of Puerto
Public Works,

trays the project as being linked to the
train. “The conceptualization, planning
and development of Plaza Universitaria
has been coordinated closely with the
Urban Train to assure the compatibility
of both projects,” proponents wrote in
their March 1995 report.

The university also commissioned an
Urban Train/University of Puerto Rico
Development Study, which was released
in March 1993, after it was revealed the
Urban Train route would align with its
Rio Piedras campus.

"Given the juxtaposition of these po-
tential alignments to the available uni-
versity site, the university had begun to
explore its development opportunities,”
stales the report by Comunitas, a Boston-
based planning firm.

Among the departments slated to be
displaced by Plaza Universitaria are a
day-care center; the office of admissions;

O%A -:Amha\}?m“ '-E':T-;__h i
C ‘ H'rw bl .} p. =4

S

e
Plaza Universitaria, developed
Rico and the Department of Transportation and
would add a $35 million Urban Train station In front of the UPR.

known as

the Museum of Anthropolegy, History and
Art; the Graduate School of Social Work
and the Center for Small Business Devel-
opment. These offices will be moved to
two large bulldings adjacent to the cam-
pus that the university plans to purchase,
Maldonado said Ope is the vacant Com-
mercial Technical Institute of Puerto
Rico, be said.

The one high-rise males-oaly dormito-
ry on the property will not be demolished,
according to the project development
plan.

The private firm contracted to manage
the project is the Guaynabo-based PMD
Corp. Maldonado said it is not known yet
whether the complex will be managed
privately or by the university once it
0]

The university also worked closely
-- - Please s8¢ UFR, Page 10

NPP board
suspends
Nogueras

—
By MARIA SACCHETT!
Of Tha STAR SiaH

The New Progressive Party direc-
torate broke with tradition Tuesday
and publicly suspended Nicolds No-
gueras from any official post within
the party.

The well-publicized suspension
comes less than two weeks after the
Senate expelled Nogueras during his
fifth term as an NPP senator No-
gueras has challenged the expulsion in
the Puerto Rico Supreme Court.

The 21 members of the NPP direc-
torate in attendance Tuesday, includ-
ing Gov. Rosselld, the party president,
unanimously approved the suspension
after a two-hour meeting. As a legisla-
tor, Nogueras was a member of the
NPP State Board and the General
Assembly.

“It means he can't participate in
any official acts of the party, that he
doesn't represent the party in his
public expressions,” Rosselld said
calmly at the party’s headquarters in
Santurce.

As the media clamored around him,
Rossells repeated that suspending No-
gueras is in “the best interests” of the
NPP.

The party leadership also asked the
NPP conciliation committee to decide
whether additional sanctions — and
they included “expulsion” in capital
letters — are in order. Only the Gener-
al Assembly or the State Board of the
party can expel a member,

The directorate based the suspen-
sion on Nogueras's expulsion from the
Senate on April 25, and his arrest the
day before for the felony charge of
coaspiring to defraud the federal
government.

They also cited investigations of
Nogueras by the Justice Department,

Treasury Department, and a Spe-
cial Independent Prosecutor. No
charges have been [iled against No-
gueras because of the local
Investigations.

Nogueras criticized the NPP's deci-
slon from his home in Condado.

“This decision is a poor example
from the governing party,” he said,
according to The Associated Press.

Nogueras has long contended that
the NPP i3 discriminating against him.
He has pointed out that Rossellé twice
called for his resignation well before
be had been charged with any crime.

In other cases, Rosselld had said
that legislators who were convicted of
crimes should step down.

The public suspension of Nogueras
Tuesday also marked a change from
the party’s previous dealings with leg-
islators who were charged with
crimes.

Indeed, some party officials said,
the directorate’s meeting marked the
first time they had to actually study

Please sea NOGUERAS, Page 4

B NPP top brass only
halfway there with Nogueras.
4
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LocaL NEws
NPP plans special election

By tha STAR St

The New Progressive Party plans to elect a new
president of Precinct 3 in San Juan in a special election
tonight in the Hato Rey sector, said NPP General
Secretary Marcos Morell,

Precinct delegates will vote in the election, which is
slated to be held around 7 pm. at the campaign
headquarters of House Speaker Zaida Herndndez Torres
She Is the president of the party's San Juan commuttee
and is also running for mayor in the Nov. 5 general
elections. The candidates, who are expected to later run
for the District 3 seat in the House of Representatives,
are Albita Rivera, the executive director of the Women s
Affairs Commission. and Armando Batista.

From Page 2
Session

PRTC to collect formal bids on all purchases over
$25,000. Still under debate are how much PRTC will
charge to other companies for access to its telephone
lines, the process for allowing competitors to connect to
those lines, and whether the federal government or a
local agency will subsidize telephone service to out-of-
the-way places.

Rep. Angel Cintrén said be plans to unveil a long-
awaited package of banking legislation today that wiil
expand the menu of financial products banks can sell, [t
will also raise the amount of money that banks must have
In capital and reserve In order to do business in Puerto

- Rleo.

The bill reportedly also raises the minimum number of
people on a bank’s board of directors from three to five
and allows board meetings to be held via telephone.

Legislators debating a proposal to change the Legisla-
ture from a two-chamber to a one-chamber system will
bold a hearing May 15 to collect testimony on whether
such a move should be done through a referendum or a
constitutional convention.

McClintock, who chairs the Senate Government AHairs
Committee, said some lawmakers believe the proposed
change is 50 large that a referendum may violate rules
probibiting more than three constitutional amendments
at a time on a ballot. He said he is not sure the issue will
come to a vote before June 30.

“All we promised was to study the issue this term,”
McClintock said.

From Page 3
UPR

with officials from the San Juan Planning Office and the
Planning Board who are developing a master develop-
ment plan for Rfo Piedras, according to Planning Board
documents.

Maldonado said the Rio Pledras master plan “is
separate [from] but coordinated” with Plaza
Universitaria.

. Construction is slated to start this summer, ooce the
university obtains all necessary pGu::ﬂLl. Perauiu ar;

from the Board, Regulations an:
m?m -'Ammm?.:.mm Environmental Quality
Board and the' US. Environmental Protection Agency
and the Department of Natural and Environmental
Resources, according to the environmental evaluation.

El Conquistador Resort & Country Club

Lunes
oo Mamasom
Acsena Daminge
S i2molom

L lewelers
Fw i Gy o ks s s,
Galera San Patricio, Tel. 782-9477
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189 feared dead
as jet crashes off
Puerto Plata, D.R.

Boeing 757 suddenly plunges into the sea. pages 10-11

AP Photostresm

U.S. Coast Guard
mobilizes at least 200
members from its
Bahamas, Florida and
Puerto Rico centers in
desperate search for
survivors.  Page 11

Rescue workers place
bodies on the deck of a
Dominican naval vessel in
Puerto Plata, Dominican
Republic, on Wednesday.
The chartered Boeing 757
carrying German tourists
home from the Dominican
Republic crashed into the
Atlantic Ocean late
Tuesday night. There were
no signs of survivors.

Silva ends
speculation
by resigning

NPP senator from San
Juan stepping down on
urging by Senate

colleagues. Page 3

|

L

Urban Train
a step closer
to approval

Federal Transit
Administration gives
project environmental
clearance. Page 3

l
|
|

PORTFOLIO

Roy Brown
to set stage

- afire with song

Songwriter embarks on
new search for poetry,
sounds, rhythms. Page 53

| LOTTERY
st 44955
2nd 16482
3rd 40803
4th 12050
~5th 47290
Page 91

|
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Charismatic senator
ends 16-year career

Ay MARIA SACECHETT!

o Hodande Sidva of the New Pro

. 2 sprenia
sday and officially recigned
e offective Marrh 15 By ?
o his office was closed and 1 dark-
nese and his seeretary was in tears

This 15 a difficult time for us.” said a
woman who works for the Senate Public
Security Committee. which Silva, NPP.
San Juan, presided until last year

Senate colleagues reportedly had urged
the veteran senator to step down after he
pieaded guilty on Friday in San Juan
Superior Court tn four misdemeanors of
failing to eomply with his official duty
during his previous term

The minor crimes occurred during
Silva's prior senatorial term. during
which he allegedly allowed his legislative
seeratary ta work on his private business

NP leaders aceepted the resignation
with an under<tanding that Silva's depar-
tnre was necessary, hut with some regret
wer the disgraceful ending to his 16-year
rareer

“That 1s the shame of it,” said Senate
Fresident Roberto Rexach, who said the
resignation arrived at his office before 9
a.m. on Wednesday. "He's a person who
has had an outstanding legislative career
but this is what he will be remembered
for.”

The party's 36-member governing
board is expected to meet on Feb. 13 to
establish a process for selecting a succes-
sor for Silva, who was not seeking re-
election, said NPP General Secretary
Marcos Morell.

Some senators said the seat could go to
the top vote-getter in the Dec. 10 prima-
ries, lawyer Jorge Santini, who resigned
recently as an aide to Rossellé to work on
his own campaign

Silva did not speak to the media on
Wednesday after leaving his resignation
in Rexach's office

In the letter, he wrote, “With deep
regret, but with a calm spirit and a clear

LocAL NEws

Silva officially resigns from Senate

Sen. Rolando Silva was absent from his Senate office
Wednesday, where an employee, silhouetted through the

conscience. | must inform you that after
a long and anguished process of reflection
I have decided to resign my seat as the
senator of the District of San Juan."

Silva wrote that his plea bargain
agreement with the Special Independent
Prosecutor's Office, which initially
charged him with the felony crime of
misusing public funds, did not oblige him
to step down. The trial showed that he
never profited illegally from his legisla-
tive office, he said.

He pleaded guilty to avoid putting his
family through a long trial, he wrote.

He decided to resign, he wrote, to avoid
‘harming the NPP, before the Nov. 5
general elections.

“I cannot allow that at my expense,
people try to obviate a legitimate politi-
cal debate or tarnish a magnificent work
of government.” he wrote.

The NPP, which ran partly on a plat-
form to combat public corruption in 1992,
was put on the defensive this week after
Silva’s plea bargain. The Popular Demo-
cratic Party called for Silva's
resignation.

Silva also avoided forcing the Senate
Ethics Committee to levy sanctions
against him that could have reached a
temporary suspension. On Monday, Rex-
ach had asked the committee to investi-
gate Silva and Sen. Nicolds Nogueras,
NPP-at large.

Some senators said they hoped Silva
would be remembered for his work in the
Legislature.

Over the past four years Silva has filed
some 400 bills and resolutions. He has
provided thousands of dollars in pork
barrel funding to Casa Protegida Julia de

R

STAR pheto by Francescs von Rabenau O Asily

doorway, worked. Silva resigned after pleading guilty to
misdemeanor charges.

Burgos, Inc., a battered women's shelter.
among other organizations.

The charismatic lawyer. husband and
father of three children, who turns 5l
years old this month, is a longtime friend
of Gov. Rossell6. He has ample experi-
ence in public service, having also served
as undersecretary of the Justice Depart-
ment and as a lawyer in the Economic
Development Administration,

His office wall is covered with plaques
from community groups showing their
appreciation

One picture displayed prominently 1s
from the man who has stayed mostly
silent throughout the senator’s brief
ordeal:

"For Senator Rolo Silva. a collaborator
in the task to build a New Puerto Rico.
and a friend who honors me with his
trust. With appreciation, Pedro Rosselld *

Urban Train
project gets
environmental
clearance

8y ROBERT FRIEDMAN
':un ‘Wasmngton Buresu

WASHINGTON — The Urban Train got
environmental clearance from the feder-
al government Wednesday, setting the
stage for the US. Department of Trans-
portation to fully fund the project at
more than $300 million.

‘It's a step-by-step process and so far
everything looks positive. . . I'm very
“ptimistic,” said Puerto Rico Transporta-
tion and Public Works Secretary Carlos I.
Prequera

DOT spokesman Brian Cudahy said the
""rhan Train was “number one or twc" in
ranking among the projects seeking full

funding. Still, Cudahy cautioned that the
environmental accord is “a first step and
not a commitment to fund.”

The Federal Transit Administration
officially signed Wednesday a Record of
Decision. which means the project satis-
fies all federal environmental require
ments. Now the DOT must decide
whether to extend a full financing grant
agreement to the island.

“Before we can get a long-term agree-
ment we needed the ROD,” said Pes-
quera, adding: “We've climbed many
ladders and still have one more to climb.
[ think that with the continued support of
everyone in Puerto Rico we should reach
the top.”

US. Transportation Secretary Fede-
rico Pefa already has given the Baya-
mén-Santurce rail project a good review
and it now must get the approval of other
federal agencies, such as the Office of
Management and the Budget, which re-
portedly looks favorably on the project.

The DOT is expected to make its full-
funding decision within a matter of
weeks. The island could get $307 4 millico

over five or six years to build the pro-
Ject's first phase, whose cost was put by
an FTA official at $966 million.

‘“That's the current number, but it is
still preliminary,” sald Pesquera, who has
previously indicated the estimate could
be closer to $1.1 billion.

A key element in gaining the funding
agreement is that the grant will be woven
yearly into the DOT's budget requests to
Congress. While Puerto Rico could still
seek more transportation funds from
Congress, it would have the DOT pushing
for yearly appropriations for the Urban
Train.

Cudahy of the FTA mentioned four
other projects also being looked upon
favorably by DOT for full funding agree-
ments. These include two in San Francis-
co, one in Denver and cne in New Jersey.
The New Jersey project is called the
Hudson River Waterfront Trolley and
would run between cities across the river
from New York. Cost of the first phase,
{rom Hobokan to Bayonne, is put at §775
million.

The Denver project is seeking $127

million. The FTA has put the cost of the
two projects in San Francisco at 3480
million and between $847 million and $12
billion.

Cudahy could not answer whether the
DOT could fund a)l those projects along
with the Urban Train.

Pesquera explained that the environ-
ment agreement included UUS Depart-
ment of the Interior approval for the
project’s plans to conserve parks, histori-
cal districts and archeological sites along
the train's route. The one remaining
environmental hurdle — the possible af-
fect of the trains on a Centers for Disease
Control laboratory near the Veterans
Hospital in Rio Piedras — was removed
from the ROD agreement and is being
worked out by the FTA and the CDC.
Pesquera said.

Pesquera said a Feb. 21 Urban Train
“"summit” in San Juan will feature input
from representatives of other rail sys-
tems — such as the Metro system in D C
the BART in San Francisco, MARTA in
Atlanta and the Miami and Vancouver.
Canada systems.

s Caesar
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Urban Train route to lengthen

Officials now plan to extend the line to Minillas Government Center. rages

Bu HL\JE_b_S_

Pollce honored by Legislature

Analysts say
telecom act

has slashed
PRTC’s value

I.nss of monopoly,
coupled with
«ompetition that new
technologies pose,
lowers company'’s
market value. Page B35

LOTTERY
1st 37047
2nd 31824
3rd 22828
4th 16829 .
5th 01601 STAR photo by Javier Freytes
| Police officers solemnly listen as House Speaker Zaida Hemandez Torres addresses a special legisiative
Page 70 | session to commemorate them during Police Week. The activities that began Sunday and end Saturday

feature a host of ceremonies, including sports events, a breakfast with widows of slain officers, an arn
exhibition and a seminar on domestic violence.

Pope: Fasting isn’t 5 primaries in 10 days

= H ]
enough during Lent will test Buchana,n s
Pope John Paul Il smudges ashes on the head momentum’ D°|e S
of Cardinal Jozef Tomko of the Czech Republic | talent fOI' reh ‘ unding

during Ash Wednesday ceremonies in Rome's
Santa Sabina Basilica. The ceremony marked
the start of Lent. The pontitf said Christians
should do more than just last during Lent: They
should also "'open their hearts" and help the

Buchanan's upset victory in the New

Hampshire primary stirs up a
| hornets’ nest among members of the
Llocal Republican Party. Pages 2,14

Subscribe now to The San Juan Star 792-0433
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Plan would extend
train line to Minillas
Govermment Center

8y CHRIS HAWLEY
Cthe 3TAR Suan

Officials are planning a 1 2-mile addi-
“ton to the Urban Train project that
wnuld extend the proposed train line
from Barrio Obrere (n Santurce to the
Minillas Government Center

The axtensinn would add two stations
‘rthe ratl system and would follow either
*he Lms Mudnz Rivera Expressway or
Fernandez Juncos Avenue. Transporta-
sion and Public Works Secretary Carlos
Pesquera <aid He said planning would
*ike ahout a year and the extension
xould be submitted to the Federal Tran-
it Administration as an amendment to
*he original project

The extension Irom the Sagrado Co-
razon station would cost $142 million if
thave-ground and $290 million if under-
ground. aceording to preliminary plans
The original 10 5-mile line is expected to
cost 811 hillion

The announcement followed a glowing
review of the Urban Train by FTA
firector Gordon Linton during a “sum-
mit” on the project Monday Transporta-
1on Department officials are awaiting an
FTA promise of more than $330 million
inllars to build the train

This project has received the excite-
ment of not only [US Transportation
Secretary Federico Pefal but more im-
portantly. the president.” Linton said

I'm not a gambling man. but I'll bet
T own stakes that the next time [ come
tack to Puerto Rico we will have broken
zround for Tren Urbano

't was an about-face from Linton's
tatement in April, when he told officials
s wern clonds on the horizon” for the
t heeanse the newly elected Repib-

an "angrees threatened to 'devastate
sameporiation funds

We <aid Monday that after wrangling

et the federal 1996 hudget. FTA offi-

Als are more eonfident about funding

 the progect

I think last vear we were a little less
var on what the future commitments
«iil be to the Department of Transporta-
ton - he <aid He said a preliminary 1997
budget <ubmitted to Congress Feb 5
showed there would be enough funds. and
» more detailed budget to be submitted
Marrh 18 <hould include the Urban Train
project

Also Wednesday, Planning Board Pres-
went Norma Burgos announced in a
prepared statement that the board will
hold public hearings on March 18 to
establish new planning guidelines for the
areas surrounding the Urban Train route.

Pesquera said the rail system’s plan-
ners decided to add the extension after
the project passed an FTA environmental
review on Feb. 7.

Preliminary plans for the new section
show that planners are considering either
an elevated line that would [ollow the
Munoz Rivera expressway or an under-
ground line that would cut through San-
torce under Ferndndez Juncos Avenue.

The line would head east, then Jjoin
Highway 22 and pass through or beside
the Minillas Tunnel.

The plan would add two stations to the

P

LocaL News

Officials propose Urban Train extension

=

Urban Train's 1.2-mile extension ™ 5

The propased addition to the Urban Train would o from the Sagrado Corazon station to

Manin International Airport and Old San Juan

ihe Minillas Government Center ang later allow for further exiensions to the Luis Mufioz

Leluntic Qcean

Sagrado Corazin i
station

ngiin s - Cairy-

Complejo
Deportiva

B Alternative proposals for Phase [a

B Alignment B
(Fernandez Junces)
Underground

oo B Alignment A |
(Higheay) |
Elevated

Phase | - Urban Train
Phase 12 - Minillas
Phase Ii - Carclina
Phase Il - Airport
Phasa IV - San Juan

Caroling

- STAA gragfic by Gadnel Seoxs

line, one on Los Angeles street and one
underground station to the west of the
Fine Arts Center, Pesquera said. The Los
Angeles station would be elevated if
planners took the expressway route and
underground if they opted for the Ferndn-
dez Juncos route.

Planners estimate the extension would
increase ridership from 115,000 passen-
gers a day to 133,000.

Long-term plans are to add a fork in
the line at Minillas for future lines to the
Luis Musioz Marin [nternational Airport
and Old San Juan, Pesquera said.

He said planners had wanted to include
the section in the original project, but
decided to leave it for later because of
the cost and difficulty of running a line

“We were approaching an area that
was more densely developed,” Pesquera
sald. “We knew [planning] there would
take a lot...and we didn't want to
jeopardize the entire project. We have to
prove ourselves a little more first"”

Liston said it Is not unusual for mass
transit planners to add expansions by
amending their original plans. Of five
other projects awaiting funds from the
FTA, three are expansions of original
projects, he said.

After passing Its environmental re-
view, the Urban Train project joined rail
projects in Sacramento, Calif., San Fran-
cisco, New Jersey, Denver and St Louis,
Mo. in line for possible funding.

The FTA approved the project’s final

through . Santurce's dense r al
areas.

envir 1 impact stat — the
document showing the traln's.impact on

Gov. Rosselld
gestures while
talking about
the Urban Train
lo Federal
Transit Admin-
istration direc-
tor Gordon
Linton, left,
and Transpor-
tation Secre-
tary Carlos
Pesquera dur-
ing a summit
meeting here
Monday on the
project.

STAR phots by Ingrid Tomes

communities and ecology — despite a
disagreement with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control over an insect laboratory
near the Rfo Pledras Medical Center
Pesquera said CDC officials from Atlanta
would meet with the transportation de-
partment today to work out an agree-
ment on relocating the laboratory.

Planners, meanwhile, are still consid-
ering bids from three consortiums to
supply the cars for the system and build
the first sectlon of track between Torri-
mar and Las Lomas. The contract is
worth at least $410 million. :

A fourth consortium, Constructores
Tien Urbano, Inc., was disqualified be-
cause project planners said its train was
too narrow. The consortium says the cars
are wide enough and is suing the Trans-
portation Department. .
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No local taxes or subsidies
expected for Urban Train

Federal subsidies, fares, existing local funds will
pay annual operating expenses, says DTOP's Pesquera

A ARLOYVE TRINIDAD

Tn’ ralk these davs 1s about finding the
money o build the $1 2 billion first
phase of the Urban Train, scheduled tor

cnstra tieon from 1904 to 2001

Rut then whae?

CARIBBEAN BUSINESS. explonng how
the trains annual operating expenses will
he overed nace its off and runming, binds
that the $40 million expected annual oper-

cost will he covered 50% by passen-

- tares

O the remaming $20 million. approxi-
wateh $15 milhon will come from recur-
cent revenue senerated by the Puerto Rico
Department of Transportanon and Public
Warks and about $5 million will be cov

red by tederal subsidies

W are not contemplaung increasing
taxes or coming up with any new taxes to
over operating costs, Puerto Rico Transportation
and Public Warks Secretary Carlos Pesquera said.

The federal subsidies are already there and the local
funds that well be using are recurrent funds,” mean-
ng that they become available each year for that
purpose wathout the need to levy new taxes or drain
the Commonwecalth budget with new subsidy
money.

This is in contrast with other systems on the U.S.
mainland and in Canada, which are paid mostly from
passenger fares and local subsidies and taxes, with
onlv a minor portion covered by federal subsidies.

The federal money Pesquera is targeting for oper-
iting expenses are funds now destined for the
Metropolitan Bus Authority (AMA by its Spanish
acronvm) and not expected to be used by the bus
etem, making them available for the train. He said
those funds now used to subsidize AMA could be
cuhstituted with appropriations from the
Commonwealth legislature

The esumates are very conservative,” Pesquera
«ud  They dont include other potential sources of
revenue such as allowing advertising or granting

LonCessions

1
M/f are ot contemplating mcreasing
taxes or coming up with any new laxes to
cover operating costs. !’

— CarLos Pesquera

TRAIN COMMUTING ESSENTIAL

The Urban Train has received generous praise from
federal officials and operators of other rail systems in
the U.S. and Canada for the positive impact it could
have on reducing automobile traffic congestion in the
San Juan metropolitan area.

Population and traffic projections well into the next
century lead most experts to conclude that train com-
muting will be essential to easing such congestion and
fagllitating transportation in the San Juan metropoli-
tan area.

Traffic there today is estimated at about 3.2 million
vehicular trips per day, giving San Juan one of the
worlds highest traffic densities. There are nearly 100
vehicles for every kilometer of paved road in the San
Juan metropolitan arca. Vehicular trips into the area

are expected to increase by 45% by the
vear 2010, fewer than 15 vears away.

“This project has all the elements for suc
cess, especially when vou take into consid
eranion the transportation needs and trath
congestion in San Juan, sawd Jack
Schenendorf, staff director of the US
House of Representatives Commuttee on
Transportation and Intrastructure. It als
has lots of local commitment and support

$1.04) ONE-WAY FARF

Preliminary estimates call for the first
phase of the Urban Tram to serve about
75.565 passengers per week day by the
vear 2001 and 114.492 per week dav by
the vear 2010. One wav fare has been ten
tatively set at around 31 per passenyger
although a final rate has not been estab
lished ver, Pesquera said

The main component of the Urhan
Train's operating and maintenance costs of $27 8 mil
lion to $38 8 million is labor. Plans call for the system
to employ between 400 and 460 workers, represent
ing a cost of between $15.4 million and $22.7 million
ayear.

Electricity to power the train represents another
$4.6 million to $6.4 million in operating costs a year
Materials and supplies will account for another $1 8
million in costs. Contingency and contractor fees and
other costs will take up another §6 million 10 $7 9
million a year. Operating estimates are based on 1994
dollar figures

Pesquera does not include financing and debt ser
vicing cost in estimating the train's operating
expenses.

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

The first phase of the Urban Train to serve the San
Juan metropalitan area, with an esumated develop
ment cost of more than $1.2 billion, is expected to
begin construction in June. The system is scheduled
to go into service in 2001

Pesquera said construction of the first phasc of the
project will be financed 60% by federal grants and
40% through revenue bonds issued by the Puerto

The Puerto Rico Department of Transportation and Public Works is selecting from among these vehicle models for the islend’s Urban

Tramn.
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nore than 250 mullion generated by the deparmment

rtment of Transpartation and Public

[he

ands would be serviced i part by the

wh vear thr rrowth in zasoline and diesel fuel

raves highway tares. license fees and investments
So tar the Puerto Rico Department of

Tran<portanan and Public Works has received about

838 5 mullion in tederal funds to plan and design the

croect A tinal eavironmental impact statement has

heen completec
I'he

Department ot Transportation and Public

Virks 6 secheng 1 $330 million commutment from the

tederal government to finance a third of the projects
onstrucnon The department plans to procure seven
separate contract packages for the construction, main-
renance and operation of the svstem
CARIBBEAN BUSINESS interviews with represen-
ot urban Atlanta,
Washington 2 C and Vancouver reveal that revenue

ratlwav svstems in
senerated trom passenger tares, averaging about
NS0 per person one-wav. cover less than 54% of
he nperating costs for two of the three svstems. The
Btk ot the nperananal costs are cavered through a

mbinanan of lical and state government subsidies

dtaves Theae mddude gasoline, retail sales and
stoperty taves as well as surcharges on electnc hills

ATUANTA

Vithough much farger Atlantas urban railway svs-
tem most closely resembles the Urban Train concept
because of the facilities it serves. These include hospi-
tals. umversities, stadiums and a banking distnct. The
Atlanta svstem combines rail and bus service and

cmplove 3500 full-time and 500 part-time workers.

The Atlanta system has annual operating and main-
tenance costs of about $80 million. said Ron
Nawrocky, budget director for the Metropolitan
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authonty (Marta). He said
about $32 million of the systems operatng expenses
goes toward vehicle operanons. Vehicle maintenance
takes up another §10 million. Non- vehicle mainte-
nance, including track and station repairs, takes up
$17 million. And administration takes up $20 million
a year

For Atlantas urban railway transit system, passenger
revenues cover between 38% and 40% of operanng
costs, said Carolyn D. Wylder, assistant general man-

; =

ager in charge of development for Marta
Wylder said the Marta system covers the remaindd
of 1ts operational costs through a combination or

1% sales tax on goods sold in Fulton and De Kait

counties and federal subsidies amounting to about 3~

million a year. Mara generates an additional $1.5 ni
lion in revenue, pnmanly from the lease of rights-ot
way to electncal conduits in the system's lines, whic
are unlized by private-sector companies to nsta
hber-optic cables for communications

We're required by Georgia state law to cover 35

Continued on next pau.

.- Urban Train

Future Phases of Construction

The first phase of the
Urban Train (below) will
cross from Bayomon to
the Minillas Government
Center in Santurce. The
map at right troces all
four phases once com-

pleted.
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- Estimated Urban Train'Ridership in’ which goes up 1o
e
. SR Phases | and IA
tres Wilder cand Whenever Years 2001 and 2010 “'\;r:ld” Ward
we predict we are not going to and Ba n’\\ f-’.:lv‘
v Al
reach that percentage, we have cled to Puerto
o revice the fare structure We PHASE | N ber of P Iore i{\l'! last week to
wake up most of the rest from a partic :.[\alt n the
sales tax Federal subsidies Year Daily Saturdays Sundays 'f;w)\urnnr$ Second
for nperating costs are going (and Minor Holldays)  (and Major Holidays) P
down We sall get about $5 mil- £ 5 .
hon i tederal subsidies 2001 75,565 40,334 30,220 e
b 2010 114,492 68,695 45,797 participating in the
The Marta svstem, which has summit were
wt about 3 hillion o build so Puerto Rico Gov
tar. hegan <ervice in 1979 |t PHASE IA (Includes extension to Minillas) Pedro Rosscilo
consists of 4 35 mile railway Resident Com
with 33 stations and moves missioner Carlos
thaut 225 000 passengers a dav Year ) Daily Saturdays Sundays Romero Barcelo
The evstems bus component ‘Hﬁ o _(and Minor Holidays) (and Major Holidays) | ¢ ion Linton
noves about 100,000 passen- e c . o admimstrator ot
sers a dav The average fare 1s 2001 3 85,4647 51,278 :}4‘185 the Federal Transit
3180 per person, with dis- 2010 YU 129,491 77,695 3 51,796 Administration
counts for volume purchases of Source: Puerto Rica Department ofTr.memummd puﬂu;wm 2 and Pesquera
tokens Information compled by Vansssa Beringen. i 5 -
Our sales tax revenue 1s a hit > s ThEsion
unusual, " Wylder said e

| worked

tor the Boston system, and it gets state funding to
cover its operating deficit. | dont know of any [urban
ralway| system that pays for itself. In our system we
have only one line that is profitable.”

The Marta system was an important factor in the
Intenational Olympic Committee’s decision to grant
Atlanta the night to hold the 1996 Olympiad. Marta
s currently building a 250-bus garage and mainte-
nance facility. San Juan is bidding for the 2004
Olvmpiad

WastinGTOw, D.C.

I'assenger revenues cover about 54.5% of
Washington’s combined railway and metrobus sys-
tems operating costs, said Fady Bassily, deputy

i

hether your reason o butiness. plea-

| sure, or both, esf wowers o the perfect

| place to make the most of your tnp.

| Located on San Juan's best besch and only
munutes away from the arport and maioe

| buniness centers, n offers comorate -

| velers an exclusive aminance, perfect for
unwinding after 3 full business day in
thear owm 1panment

1] towers offers 431 suites fnon.
smoking now avalable) Rully equipped.
furnished kitchen, vonce mail. cabie rv
and private balconies for peaceful
evenings along with an olympic uzed
swimming pool and 3 fully equipped 1pa
| for actve relanation

L
s1towers |

O the Finest Beach

For §, Rates call os at
(809) 791:5151 ext. 3047 Fax (809) 253-0428 or
USA |-B00-468-2026

operations manager for the Washington Area
Metropolitan Transit Authority. Passenger revenues
on the railway component of the system cover
about 75% of operating costs, On the metrobus
companent, fares cover about 34% of operating
Costs. The balance of the systems operating costs is
covered through appropriations budgeted to subsi-
dize the system’s operations.

“The decision always was not to let the nder bear
the entire cost of the operation,” Bassily said.

The Washington system, which began operating in
1976, represents an investment of about $8.5 billion

so far..The system’s railway component consists of.

89.5 miles of rail and an additional 15 miles of lines
under construction. The system moves about
500,000 people Monday through Friday and 50,000
on weekends. The metrobus component moves about
440,000 people a day. The average fare is $1.50 per
person,

VANCOUVER

For the city of Vancouver, passenger revenues
cover about 35% of the railway system's total operat-
ing and maintenance costs, said Larry Ward, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of British Columbia
Rapid Transit Co. Led.

“There is a variety of taxes,” Ward said. “Theres a
provincial contribution of about 35% of the total
cost. Another 35% of the total cost comes from the
fare box. The remainder is raised from local levies,
which include a property tax, a power surcharge on
electric bills, and a gasoline tax collected within the

The Vancouver system, which went into service on
time for the start of the 1986 World Exposition, cur
rently has 28.8 kilometers of double-track railway
lines, 150 vehicles and 20 passenger stations operat-
ing. The system, built at a cost of about $1 billion,
will serve approximately 39 million riders this year.

In addition to ril, Vancouver includes an extensive
bus system covering 800 routes. The typical fair is

Under study and
discussion now for two decades, the Urban Train will
serve the greater San Juan area where some 1 3 mil-
lion people, or about 37%, of the islands approxi-
mately 3.7 million residents live. The railway transit
system will link the municipalities of Bayamon
Cuaynabo, San Juan and Carolina.

The first phase will connect Bayamon, Guaynabo,
Santurce and Hato Rey. This 10.5.mile, 1 4-station
line will serve sports complexes, residential areas,
shopping centers, hospitals, universities, the Hato
Rey banking district and Santurce. The service is
expected to serve 114,492 passengers on a daily
basis by the year 2010.

Last week Pesquera announced a |.2-mile exten-
sion has been added to the onginal first phase, which
will take the project from Santurce to the Minillas
Government Center. The extension, with an esti-
mated cost of $150 million, is expected to increase
the projected number of passengers using the system
on a daily basis from 114,492 to 129,491,

Furure phases of the Urban Train project call for
additional lines to extend west from Santurce to Old
San Juan and east to Luis Muiioz Mann Interational
Airport in Carolina. Another phase would run a line
cast from Rio Piedras to densely populated areas in
Carolina.

As part of plans to encourage San Juan area resi-
dents to use the system, all passenger stations will
have ample and secure parking spaces, Pesquera said.
The system will also incorporate both private and
public modes of transportation currently in use,
including buses, publico cars and vans, and taxis, as
well as the underutilized Aqua Expreso system.

“When it comes to projects like the Urban Train,
there are always some capital investments that can
never be recovered or benefits that can never be mea-
sured,” Pesquera said. “These are long-term invest-
ments that have many economic as well as socal ben-
efits for future generations.” m
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No local taxes or subsidies
expected for Urban Train

Federal subsidies, fares, existing local funds will
pay annual operating expenses, says DTOP's Pesquera

ARV
I e

TRINIDAD

talk these davs 1s about finding the
ev tn huld the $1 2 hillion first

Ulrban Tramn, scheduled for

w199 o 2000

enowhat?

VRIHRE AN BUISINESS exploring how
< annual

iperating expenses will
st ofl and runming finds

wn cxpeeted annual oper

vered 507 hy passen

e remanmng 820 million. approxi-

s 1wl ¢ome from recur-

d by the Pucrto Rico

v ent of Tranepartation and bl

Voeke amd about 85 million wiil be cov
1 tederal subeidies

A vre nat contemplating increasing

taves o comming up with any new taxces to

wer aperating casts, Puerto Rico Transportation
snd Public Works Secretary Carlos Pesquera said.
The federal subsidies are already there and the local
funds that well be using are recurrent funds,” mean-
ing that they become available each year for that
purpnce without the need to levy new taxes or drain
the Commonwealth budget with new subsidy
maoney

This 15 in contrast with other systems on the LS.
mainland and in Canada, which are paid mostly from
passenger fares and local subsidies and taxes, with
sniv a minor portion covered by federal subsidies.

The federal money Pesquera is targeting for oper-
ating expenses are funds now destined for the
Metropolitan Bus Authority (AMA by its Spanish
acronvm) and not expected to be used by the bus
«stem making them available for the train. He said
thoce tunds now used to subsidize AMA could be
cuhstituted with appropriations from the
¢ ommonwealth legislature,

I'he estimates are very conservative,” Pesquera

<l They dont include other potential sources of
revenue such as allowing advertising or granting
congessions.”

il
M/e are ot contemplating increasing
taxes or coming up with any new laxes lo
cover:operaing costs. !
— Canios Psqusna

TRAIN COMMUTING ESSENTIAL

federal officials and operators of other rail systems in
the U.S. and Canada for the positive impact it could
have on reducing automobile traffic congestion in the
San Juan metropolitan area.

Population and traffic projections well into the next
century lead most experts to concluds that train com-
muting will be essential to easing such congestion and
faclitating transportation in the San Juan meuupoh-
tan area.

Traffic there today is estimated at about 3.2 million
vehicular trips per day, giving San Juan one of the
worlds highest traffic densities. There are nearly 100
vehicles for every kilometer of paved road in the San
Juan metropolitan area. Vehicular trips into the area

are expected to increase by 45% by the
year 2010, fewer than |5 years away.

This project has all the elements for suc
cess, espeaially when vou take into conend
eration the transportation needs and traffi
congestion in San Juan, sad fack
Schenendorf, stafl directar of the LS
House of Representatives Commuttee on
Transportation and Infrastructure Tt aken
has lots of local commument and suppaort

S 100 ONE-WAY TARI

Preliminary estimates call for the first
phase of the Urban Tramn to serve abour
75.565 passengers per week day hv the
vear 2001 and 114,492 per week dav by
the vear 2010 One wav fare has heen ten
ratively set at around 1
although a final rate has not heen cstab

per passenyer

lished yet, esquera said

The main companent of the Urhan
Train's operating and maintenance costs of $27 8 mil
lion to $38.8 million is labor. Plans call for the system
to employ between 400 and 460 workers, represent.
ing a cost of between $15.4 million and §22.7 million
a year.

Electricity to power the train represents another
$4.6 million to $6.4 million in operating costs a year.
Materials and supplies will account for another §1 8

. million in costs. Contingency and contractor fees and
The Urban Train has received generous praise. from ...

oather costs will take up another $6 million to §7.9
million a year. Operating estimates are based on 1994
dollar figures.

Pesquera does not indude financing and debt ser-
vicing cost in estimating the train’s operating
expenses.

CONSTRUCTION FUNDS

The first phase of the Urban Train to serve the San
Juan metropolitan area, with an estimated develop-
ment cost of more than $1.2 billion, is expected to
begin construction in June. The system is scheduled
to go into service in 2001.

Pesquera said construction of the first phase of the
project will be financed 60% by federal grants and
40% through revenue bonds issued by the Puerto

Tha Pusro Rico Department of Transportation and Public Works

is selecting from among these vehicle madels for the island's Urban Train.
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Rito Department of Transportation and Public
Wik The bands would he sericed i part by the
nore than $280 mullion gencrated by the department
vach vear through growth in gasoline and diesel fuel
tves highway toll fares, license fees and investments.

So far the Rico Department of
Teanspartation and Public Works has received about
238 5 million in federal funds to plan and design the

Puerto

cct A hinal environmental impact statement has

v completed

I'he Department of Transportation and Public
Warks is secking a $330 million commitment from the
tederal government to finance a third of the project’s
conctruchion. The department plans to procure seven
separate contract packages for the construction, main-
tenance and operation of the system

CARIBREAN BUISINESS intervicws with represen-
trtves of wrban rarlway systems in Atlanta,
Wadhngton 1D C and Vancouver reveal that revenue

nerated from paccenger tares. averaging about
LS00 per person one wav cover less than §4% of
costs for two of the three svstems The
aik ol the apesatonal costs are covered through a

©ooperatng

himation ot Tocal and <rate gavernment subsidies

taves These mclude gasoline. retail sales and
ety taves acowell ac surcharges on electne hills
At
Vithaugh mch Tager Mtlantas urban railway sys-
o mnet Closely resembles the Urban Tram concept
ecanse of the facilities it serves. These include hospi-
ale ymversities. stadiums and a banking distnct. The
Vtlanta svetem combines rail and bus service and

mpleve 3500 full tme and $00 pare-time workers.

The Atlanta system has annual operating and main-
tenance costs of -abouf $80 million, said Ron
Nawrocky, budget director for the Metropolitan
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (Marta). He said
about $32 million of the system’s operating expenses
goes toward vehicle operations. Vehicle maintenance
takes up another §$10 million. Non- vehicle mainte-
nance, including track and station repairs, takes up
$17 mullion. And administration takes up $20 million
a year. 2

For Atlantas urban railway transit system, passenger
revenues cover between 38 i.nzd 40% of operating

costs, said Carolyn D. Wnt general man-

¥ e

ager in charge of development for Marta

Wylder said the Marta system covers the remarnde-
of its operational costs through a combination ni »
1% sales tax on goods sold in Fulton and De Kalb
counties and federal subsidies amounting to about $5
million a year. Marta generates an additional $1 5 mil
lion in revenue, primarily from the lease of nghts.of
way to clectnaal conduits in the svstems lines. which
are utilized by private-sector companies to install
fiber-optic cables for communications

“We're required by Georgia state law to cover 35%

Continued on next pagr

Ufb-an chnn

ture Phases of Construction

The first phase of the
Urban Train (below) will
cross from Bayomon to
the Minillas Government
Canter in Sonturce. The
map at right troces ofl
four phases once com-
pleted.
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"Wylder said T worked

tor the Boston svstem, and it gets state funding to
cover its operating deficit. [ don't know of any [urban
rarhway | system that pays for itself. In our system we
have nnly one line that is profitable.”

nnueual,

The Marta system was an important-factor in. the. cumﬁqent fares cover about 34% of operating
- costs, "

International Olvmpic Committee’s decision to grant
Atlanta the right to hold the 1996 Olympiad. Marta
w currently blding a 250-bus garage and mainte-
nance facility. San Juan is bidding for the 2004
Olvmpiad
WasnncTon, D.C.
I'assenger revenues cover about 54.5% of

Washington's combined railway and metrobus sys- -
tems operating costs, said Fady Bassily, deputy -
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PHASES
operations manager for the Washington Area Under study and
Metropolitan Transit Authority. Passenger revenues  discussion now for two decades, the Urban Train will
on the railway component of the system cover serve the greater San Juan area where some 1.3 mil-
about 75% of operating costs. On the metrobus  lion people, or about 37%, of the islands approxi-
mately 3.7 million residents live. The railway transit
Ehnci’of"dwmtcm: operating costs is+~wy&tem will linkhe municipalities of Bayamon
covered through appropriations budgeted to subsi-  Guaynabo, San Juan and Carolina.
dize the system’s operations. The first phase will connect Bayamon, Guaynabo,

“The decision always. was not to let the rider bear  Santurce and Hato Rey. This 10.5-mile, 14-station
the entire cost of the operation,” Bassily said. line will serve sports complexes, residential arcas,
The Washington system, which began operadng In  .shopping centers, hospitals, universities, the Hato
1976, represents an investment of about §8.5 bil]jon Re)r banking district and Santurce. The service s
so far.;The system's railway component consists.. to serve 114,492 passengers on a daily
89.5 ‘miles of rail and an additional 15 miles of lines " basis by the year 2010,
under construction. The system moves about Last week Pesquera announced a |.2-mile exten:
500,000 people Monday through Friday and 50,000  sion has been added to the onginal first phase, which
on weekends. The metrobus component moves about  will take the project from Santurce to the Minillas
440,000 people a day. The average fare is $1.50 per  Government Center. The extension, with an est
person. mated cost of $150 million, is expected to increase
the projected number of passengers using the system
on a daily basis from 114,492 to 129,491,

Future phases of the Urban Train project call for
additional lines to extend west from Santurce to Old
San Juan and east to Luis Mufioz Marin International
Airport in Carolina. Another phase would run a line
cast from Rio Piedras to densely populated areas in
Carolina.

As part of plans to encourage San Juan area resi-
dents to use the system, all passenger stations will
have ample and secure parking spaces, Pesquen said.
The system will also incorporate both private and
public modes of transportation currently in use,
including buses, publico cars and vans, and taxis, as

. well as the underutilized Aqua Expreso system.

“When it comes to projects like the Urban Train,
there are always some capital investments that can
never be recovered or benefits that can never be mea-
sured,” Pesquera said. “These are long-term invest.
ments that have many economic as well as socal ben-
efits for future generations.” ®

VANCOUVER

For the city of Vancouver, passenger revenues
cover about 35% of the railway system’s total operat-
Ing and maintenance costs, said Lary Ward, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of British Columbia
Rapid Transit Co. Led.

“There is a variety of taxes,” Ward said. “Theres a
provincial contribution of about 35% of the total
cost. Another 35% of the total cost comes from the
fare box. The remainder is raised from local levies,
which include a property tax, a power surcharge on
electric bills, and a gasoline tax collected within the
region.”

The Vancouver system, which went into service on
time for the start of the 1986 World Exposition, cur-
rently has 28.8 kilometers of double-track railway
lines, 150 vehicles and 20 passenger stations operat-
ing. The system, built at a cost of about $1 billion,
will serve approximately 39 million riders this year.

In addition to rail, Vancouver includes an extensive
buryﬂmcuvcntOOrour:l The typical hir is
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Urban Train
to receive
$307 million

over S5 years

By ROEERT FFIIEDMAN
13 hash g
WASHINGTON — The federal Department of Trans-

portation has decided to grease the financial wheels of

the Urban Train with a $307.4 millicn grant over the next
five nr uix years

The Full Funding Grant Agreement also {rees up at
least an additional $25 mullion annually :n federal funds
for the project. Transportation and Public Works Secre-
tary Carlos Pesquera said on Monday.

The Urban Train outlay will be the largest discretion-
ary grant in the island's history, according to La
Fortaleza chief aide Angel Morey.

Discretionary grants involve competition among those
asking for them. Formula grants are based on fixed
criteria.

The grant agreement assures that the San Juan light
rail project becomes an integral part of DOT's yearly
budget requests. This means that Puerto Rico officiais
will not have to struggle on their own anpually in
Congress for Urban Train appropriations.

“It's now a different picture,” Pesquera said. “We will
be part of the DOT budget. and the track record of
Congress is to support those budgets and the projects in
them.”

While yearly appropriations still must be made, the
Urban Train will be part of legislation called ISTEA
(Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act),
which every five or six years authorizes project funds for
those periods of lime.

The agreement not only led to authorization of the
$307.4 million, it will have other significant impacts.
Besides giving federal backing and added credibility to
the project, it also allows the commonwealth government
to contribute money from its yearly federal transporta-
tion allocations.

‘We may allocate at least $25 million more per year”
for the Urban Train from the formula grants, Pesquera
said.

The rest of the money will be raised through a
‘subordinate bond issue” through the Highway Transpor-
tation Authority, the secretary noted. He again denied
what some fear: eventually the commonwealth govern-
ment will have to turn to new gasoline or vehicle tazes to
get the project completed.

‘We decided to go after one-third funding and went up
against 20 or 30 other projects and we got it." said
Pesquera.

LocAL NEWS

Police try to stop ‘running of the bull’

Photo special ®o Se STAR by Eits Usnzs
Police patrois chase a bull that disrupted traffic at Highway 52 between Coamo and Salinas an
Monday. Eight police cars were mobilized to direct the bull off the road. Several tow trucks, pick-ups
and heavy trallers also helped in the chase, which continued for more than an hour while traffic waited.

Feliciano’s request
for budget hike
angers OMB chief

By MARIA SACCHETTI
Of The STAR Statt

Budget chief Jorge Aponte
Herndndex called on director of
the Government Ethics Office to re-
sign on Monday after he asked the
Legislature for a $500,000 budget
Increase for fiscal year 1997.
Apoule. the director of the Office
of M. and Budget, said that

A White House ceremony is scheduled for Wednesday
to announce the grants, which will include five other
projects besides the Urban Train. Also, a special event to
mark the San Juan project will be held later in the day
among federal and Puerto Rico olficials at the Old
Executive Building adjacent to the White House.

Pesquera said the San Juan light rail project was being
singled out for mention because of the “high probability”
of its success

The project. he said. will serve as a model “in terms of
how we are doing it." The construction, operation and
maintenance are all being integrated in getting the
system underway, rather than doing it in separate steps.

This method. Pesquera said, is expected to demon-
strate how such projects could cost less and be completed
in a shorter time.

The system is expected to succeed, the secretary noted,
because of the high density areas it will cover and the
projected large number of riders.

Editorial.

Movie Listings ...
Nation & World..

GEO Director Héctor Feliclano Ca-
rreras Is “Incompetent” U his office
cannot function with its current an-
nual budget of 31.8 millicn.

“If they can’t handle an increase in
work with what they have, then his

dministration is not prod| the
desired effect,” Aponte said. “If he
doesn’'t feel competent to do the
work, [ ask him to step down 0 the
governor can appoint someone else.”

Feliciano, who was appointed in
1991 by the Hernindez Colén admin-
istration, said he asked for the addi-
tional money because the office's
caseload is expected to increase from
4,000 financial statements this fiscal

yﬂwmmmwlm,-mmm
July 1.

The increase, if approved, would
boost the office’s budget to $2.3 mil-
lion pext year.

Aponte said the Legislature al-
ready increased the ethics office bud-
get from $L.4 millicn in 1993-19%4 to
the current $1.8 million since fiscal
year 1993-1994.

But Feliciano told the Senate Fi-
nance Committee that the office's
workload has more than doubled.
When he arrived in 1991, the office
reviewed 1,800 financial statements a
year, he said.

Feliciano estimates a [urther in-

.Government Ethics Office
director asked to resign

handle complalnts. requests for opin-
ions, and programs for education and
prevention.”

The tougher workload is owed to
educational programs that his office
has started in municipalitites and
various agencies, urging aggdcy
chiefs and mayors to exercise their
option to have the office revise their
financial statements, Feliciano faid.

Aponte also criticized Feliciano
for announcing that the office com-
pletes 60 to 70 percent of the reports
it receives each year

Feliciano said the delays are usu-
ally caused by officials who file their
financlal statements late — Including

crease of 350 1 stat ts
next year if judges are also required
to file statements with the office.

Ethics Law to include judges, and the
House of Representatives was debat-
ing the measure Monday night.

The ethics office has 10 analysts
and two supervisors who review fi-
nancial statements of public employ-
ees, including agency chiefs,
legislators, and certaln municipal
employees, among others. If judges
are included. Feliciano sald he will
need two more analysts to handle the
work.

“Our budget is not just to review
financial statements,” he said. “We

Aponte.

Aponte was [ined 3300 in 1984 Tor
filing his 1993 financial statement
several months late, he said.

Feliciano, a lawyer, was appointed
to a five-year term in 1991. He s&id
he plans to retire when his tefure
expires in October.

Aponte is the architect of much of
the Rossellé administration’s §18.6
billion consolidated budget for flscal
year 1997, but the ethics office sgb-
mits its budget directly Lo the L#
lature in keeping with the law that
separates the government !rnm' 1u
watchdog.

B More on budget requests.

News Desk 781-3838
Busisess News 782-8016
Editorlal Fax 793-7182

Viewpaiat Fax 782-8310
Advertising Fax 783- 6788

Clrcuiation 702-0433

-

Circalation Fax 783-8888
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Pesquera, left, signs documents for $307.5 million in
tederal funding for the Urban Train. U.S. Transportation
Secretary Federico Peda, center, and Federal Transit |

Everyone applauds as Transportation Secretary Carlos l

Photo specisl 1o the STAR by Lowss Kraffl

Administrator Gordon Linton are seated with Pesquera.
Standing, from left, are Bayamon Mayor Ramén Luis
Rivera, Guaynabo Vice Mayor Efrain Pérez Jiménez and
San Juan Mayor Héctor Luis Acevedo.

Urban Train agreement signed,
sealed, delivered in ceremony

By ROBERT FRIEDMAN

TAR Washngton Buresu

WASHINGTON — The federal Depart-
ment of Transportation's $307 4 million
commitment to the Urban Train project
was signed. sealed and delivered to com-
monwealth officials Wednesday at a spe-
cial White House ceremony.

Transportation Secretary Federico
Pefa signed the agreement that assures
that federal funding for the San Juan rail
project is woven into the DOT's overall
budget until the year 2001, when the
t'rban Train is set to start rolling.

The Full Funding Grant Agreement
was hailed by President Clinton, who said
in a statement that he “placed a priority
on Tren Urbano as part of my adminis-
tration’s increased focus on Puerto Rico's
issues and needs.”

Clinton said that he remains commit-
ted “to improving the way that the
federal government works for the people
of the Commonwealth.”

Pefa, noting that San Juan has the
highest traffic density in the world, said
that “after two decades of study after
study after study.. el momento ha
llegado. Felicitaciones” (The moment
has arrived. Congratulations!)

He added that “Puerto Ricans can, for
the first time, imagine commuting to
<chool or work on a pleasant train, on
ume. without traffic jams”

The Puerto Rico agreement was one of
<ix mass transit projects that the Clinton
administration announced it will seek §2
nillion for. The others are in New Jersey,
IMlinois. Colorado and two in California.

The six projects carry a totai price tag
of $3.4 billion. The cost of the Urban
Train has been put at $1.25 billion. The
island government is seeking to raise the
remaining $900 million from bond sales,
as well as using some $25 million yearly
in other federal transit funds.

Commonwealth Transportation and
Public Works Secretary Carlos Pesquera
said that the expected 115,000 passengers
using the 11.8 mile system daily could
translate into 90,000 less cars on the city’s
roads daily. There are about 700,000
vehicles in the San Juan metropolitan
area.

He noted that the $1 trip from Baya-
mon-to-Santurce should take no more
than 25 minutes. The trains will run every
four minutes during the 8:30-9:30 a.m. and
3:30-6:30 pm. rush hours, and every 12
minutes in non-peak hoars, Pesquera
said.

During rush hours, six-car trains will
be running. Two-car and four-car trains
will be on the track during the slower
times, said Pesquera. San Juan Mayor
Héctor Luis Acevedo, also oo band for the
White House ceremony, said be had “no
doubt” that sanjuaneros would leave
their cars at home during working hours
once the system got underway because It
will offer “consistent, efficient and agree-
able service.”

Acevedo 1aid the Urban Train will be a
money-saver for car owpers. He noted
that 40 percent of the average Puerio
Rican family income goes for cars, the
highest ratio in the world. Stateside fam-
ilies spend about 23 percent of their

income on autos and Brazilians shell out

15 percent of their earnings, according to
Acevedo.

He said that the rall system would play
an important part in plans to “redensify”
San Juan, by drawing people back to the
city center in the areas around the rail
line.

“Urban Train is going to raise the
value of land near it," he said, “Tt will be
an Incentive for vertical building, housing
of more than one story.”

Also attending the ceremony were Ba-
yaméa Mayor Ramdn Luis Rivera, Guay-
nabo Vice Mayor Efrain Pérez Jiménez,
Resident Commissioner Carlos Romero
Barcels, Sen. Kenneth McClintock and
Federal Transit Administration head
Gordon Linton.

Rivera d his
would donate land and $1 million toward
the construction of the Urban Train's
Bayaméa terminal

At an earlier ceremony to mark the
funding for all six projects, White House
Chief of Staff Leon Pabetta said the
proposal, part of the 1997 budget, under-
scores President Clinton’s commitment
to rebuilding infrastructure.

“Investing in mass trapsit is a key
strategy that all of us ought to be in-

FBI seizes
cocaine worth
$4.2 million,
nabs woman

By PEDRO AUZ GUTIERREZ
Of The STAR Staft

FBI agents have seized 34.2 million
worth of cocaine at the Carolina home
of an illegal immigrant, agents an-
nounced on Wednesday

Sara Lema, FBI spokeswoman, said |
agents on Tuesday arrested Mayra R.
Gémez Vargas, 21, at her apartment
following a six-month investigation.

Lema said Gémez, 1 native of the
Dominican Republic. was to be ar-
raigned in U.S. District Court Tuesday
afternoon on charges of narcotics pos-
session with intent to distribute

Gémez, who told agents she worked
as a maid, faces a mimmum of 10
years mandatory incarceration with
life imprisonment as the maximum.
Lema said.

Gémez allegedly lived alone and
stored at least 323 kilograms of co-
caine in burlap sacks in her apart
ment's living room. Each kilogram
approximately has a street value of
$13,000, Lema said

‘{The shipment] was believed to
have come through [rom Fajardo.”
Lema added. "Where f{rom, we're
investigating.”

Drug traffickers [requently use wa-
ters off the coast of Fajardo to drop off
bales from planes for vessels to
retrieve.

Lema said the federal law enforce-
ment agency expects to make more
arrests In connection with the
investigation.

Eladio Torres, FBI assistant Special
Agent-in-Charge, and deputy INS Dep-
uty Director Myrna P(ré, led a press
conference Wednesday morning.

Gémez allegedly over-stayed her
tourist visa and was given an INS
waiver for voluntary departure, but
she never left the island. Thus, she also
faces deportation proceedings.

“The judge had granted her volun-
tary departure back in 1995, Péré
said.

Péré said Goémez arrived on the
island on May 2, 1993, and was admit-
ted for six months as a tourist Om
subsequent visits to the INS office at
the Federal Building in Hato Rey,
Gémez was ordered o appear before
an immigration judge. That judge
granted her a waiver on January of
1995,

“She was supposed to leave in No-
vember of 1995,” Péré said of Gémez,
who after that date became a fugitive.

Nooetheless, Péré said that any coo-
viction for charge of lllegal drugs
possession will have more weight than
a deportation order. “The criminal
procedures take precedence over the
administrative [immigration] proceed-
ings,” she said.
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Clinton destina $307 millones para la primera fase del proyecto

Inyeccion economica
al Tren Urbano

Masacre
de ninos

Dieciseis mifios y una maestra fueron asesinados ayer por
Thomas Hamilton, quien sa quitd la vida tras disparar a mas de
30 estudiantes reunidos en un 3alon de una escuela de un
apacible puebio de Escocia, Dunblane, hecho que causd
constemacion en la comunidad intemacional. Yanas

madres esperaban fuera de la escuela slemental,
esperanzadas en que sus hijos no estuvieran entre las
victimas. El incidente no durd mas de 12 minutos y hubo cerca
de 20 hendos.



““Vapor’’ para el tren urbano

Por LEONOR MULERO
DE_El NUEVO DIA

WASHINGTON - El presidente Bill Clinton desting ayer
T 2 mullones a la construccion del ambicioso proyecto de
rangportacion masiva en Puerto Rico: ¢l Tren Urbano
A <uma, gue sera repartida entre 1996 v ¢l 2001, alivia a
1+ Rico de una huena parte de la inversion en el costo
¢ !a pnmera fase del provecto. la cual asciende a
edor de S1 100 millones. Ese sisterna de transportacion

o de Transportacion v Obras Publicas de Pueno
Pesquera.
1ones leidas por el secretano de Transporta-
Feados Unidos, Fedenco Pena. en Casa Blanca,
tlinton expreso que “le he dado priondad al Tren Urbano
como pante del creciente foco que mi Administracion le esta
tando a los asuntos v las necesidades de Puerto Rico. Sigo
»mprometido con avudar a las Islas a continuar desarro-
laindese v+ 2 mejorar la forma en que el Gobierno federal

trabaja para el pucblo del Estado Libre Asociado™

Clinton agrego que el Tren Urbano serd un sistema efi-
ciente v economico que reducira la congestion automovilis-
tica. ¢l tiempo empleado ¢n la carretera y la contaminacién
ambiental. a la vez que motivard el crecimiento de nuevos
negocios y empleos. La primera piedra serd puesta este julio.
posiblemente mientras se celebra en Puerto Rico la Conven-
ci6n Nacional de Gobernadores (NGA)

LA ASIGNACION es especialmente importante porque
praviene de las partidas discrecionales del DOT que pueden
ser destinadas a cualquier otro proyecto de transporacion
de envergadura en los 50 estados o las 4reas insulares. La
promesa del desembolso de fondos esti contenida en la
firma. por pante del DOT. del Acuerdo de Fondos Totales
(Full Funding Agreement) mediante el cual se compromete
a invertir los §307.5 millones en el proyecto que busca
reducir la necesidad de un segundo carro en los hogares
puertormqueos.

El proyecto de transportacion ferroviana de Puerto Rico -
que eliminaria de las carreteras por lo menos 90,000 de los

E! micalde de San Juan, Héctor Luis Acevedo, izquierda,

estrecha
durante Is cersmonia en que se snuncid una erogacion de 3307,

700,000 automoviles que transitan en ¢l area metropoliti
de San Juan- fue el unico que estaba histo ave r
del compromiso de financiamiento del DOT
nuevos provectos de transporiacion masina g
juntos la promesa de $2.000 mullones ¢

El acuerdo fue firmado por ¢l secretano P
trador de Transito Federal (FT AL Gordon | n; el seur
tano Pesquera: y el comisionado residente Carlos Romes
Barcelo, quien acompano a Pesquera en vanas audien
congresionales

En representacion de las ciudades por las que pasara
tren estusieron presentes el alcaide de San Juan. He Lu
Acevedo: el alcalde de Bavamon. Ramon Luis Rive!
vicealcalde de Guaynabo. y Efrain Pérez Jimenez. en r
sentacion del alcalde Héctor O'Neill. Tambien estuvo ¢
sente ¢l copresidente del Grupo de Trabajo a cargo &
Puerto Rico en Casa Blanca. Jeffrey Farrow. entre otroe

PUERTO RICO recibrd aver mismo los pnimeros $7
millones, destinados a este ao fiscal. de los $307 3 millon,
Pesquera dijo que los restantes $792.5 millones prove
de otros fondos federales asignados a Puerto Rico median:
formula (§175 millones en seis afos): v 2l resto de emisiony
de bonos subordinados para 1998 v 1000

Los ingresos que provengan de inversiones del sector pr
vado (anuncios v ciertos comercios en las estaciones!
utilizaran en ¢l subsidio operacional. El boieto de una dire:
cion costara $1 y el tren pasara cada cuatro minulos ¢n
hora de mayor demanda en la manana y en la tarde. Habr
un total de 64 vagones que serdn repartidos en trenes de do<
cualro o seis vagones.

Acevedo sefiald que el 40% del ingreso de la famibie
puertornquena se gasta cn transportacion v gue el Tre
Urbano sera para muchas familias como un aumento !
sueldo. Adadio que ese sistema de transportacion facilitar:
la densificacion de las 4reas cercanas al tren. lo cual ayuda
a contener el desparramamiento de las areas urbanas
consecuente falta de terrenos.

Rivera indico que le ofrecio al Gobierno central el usu
fructo de entre 10 a |2 cuerdas para la ubicacion de parte
tren. También le ofrecio $1 millon de los recursos mumc
les para la construccion del terminal junto 1 lo que ser
nuevo terminal de carros publicos. el Centro de Bellas Ar
y el hotel de Bayamon.

> Distribucion de los
$307.41 millones

1996 $7.41 millones
1997 10.00 millones
1998  30.00 millones
1999  60.00 millones
2000 80.00 millones
2001 118.00 millones

Grafea | El Nuevo Da
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La Asociacién de Industniales apoy6 cl proyccto
del Tren Urbano en vistas publicas celebradas por la
Junta de Planificacién.

En un lesimonio presentado por escrito, cl
vicepresidente  ejecutivo de la Asociacion de
Industriales, Héctor Jiménez Juarbe, indicd que entre
los bene ficios que ticne un proyecto de csta magnitud.
est4 la creacion de empleos y laoportunidad de que la
industna local v lacstablecida en Pucrto Rico sirvade
suplidores de la multiplicidad de  produclos,
componenles ¥ paries quc scrdn requendas cn cl
proceso de construccion del proyecto. Jiménez Juarbe
rccomendd que sc implanten las instruccioncs
nccesanasa contratistas, compradores y redactores de
cspecificaciones de subasias para permitir que la
indusina pucrtormiquedia y 1a establecida en la Ishi
licite. cotice y supla las necesidades del proyecto a
medida que éste sc vaya desarrollando a través de los
afos

Por otro lado. la Asociacion llamé 1o atencidn
sobre ¢ienas consideraciones que se deben tomar en
¢l desarrollo de este proyecto de infracstructura. Es
importante que todos los clementos de conservacion,
reforestacién y ajardinamicniourbanocsién presenies
cn todas las ctapas del mismo. Adem s, recomendd el
cstablecimeinio de una campana cducativa para
ascgurar que una vez esié en funcionamicnto, ¢l Tren
U rbano sea un modelo de orden, limpicza y belleza. A
1a misma ves se debe desarrollar una campafa de
mercaden v promogian para estimular el uso del Tren

Indﬂstrialesﬂapoya:al tren urb

Urbano ya que ¢l publico se ha acostumbrado a la
necesidad de transitar cn aulo propio.

Entre los puntos posiuvos que licne ¢l proyeclo,
scgun el testimonio de los industnales, cs que una
mcjora cn la circulacion vehicular a consccucncia de

A tradition of Quality and Service
&

A commitment to Innovation

Pharmaceutical Labels
Scrong GMP procedures and controls.
[ UPC Labels
Universal Product Code
3 Prime Labels
Labels for the electronc industry, UL cemmified. cosmetics
and tolketner

[ Pre-Numbered Labels

3 Promotional Labels

Fluorescent and multi-color

[ Computer Printable Labels

Dhrect thermal/transfer, non-thermal, other
O e

1D tagy, specialty tags. tgs for the apparel industry
[ Nutritional Labeling

u Active Members of:

Institute of Packaging Professionals
Puerta Rico Manufacturers Association
Puerto Rico Product Association

®

rete of
Packagj
F.E“G

€ RIBBON TAGc LABEL

un medio de transportacidn publica masivo, mejorard
asuvez.cl iempode enirega de laindusina. reduciendo
sus costos opcracionales ¢n Pucnio Rico. Como

cONsCcucncia s¢ aumcnta la posicidn competitiva de
las empresas y por consiguicnic de Puerno Rico

OF PUERTO RICO, INC.

Una tradicién de Calidad y Servicio

b
Un compromiso a la Innovacion

Nos specializamos en:

P Eciquetas Farmacéuticas
Intensos controles de buenas peicticas de manufactun

P Barras de Codificacién
Codificacién de barra de los diferentes siscemas

P Prime Labels
Etsquetss para La industra ebectronica, cosmerican ¢ producios!
de rocador

P Etiqueras Enumeradas

P Euquetas Promocionales
Fluorecente y de Mulu-Color

P Etiquetas de Computadoras

Etiqueras termales directo, 0 indireeto. y 50 cermales. oxros
Tags
Tags de dentificacsda y para la industria de la sgupa

P Etiquetas Nutricionales

P Miembros Activos:
Institute of Packaging Professionals
Asociacion de Indusrales de Puerto Ruco
Asociscion Productos de Puerto Rico

oz @ @

CALL
(809) 858-5300

FAX
(809) 858-5450

type

Labeling Machinery
Consultants
+ Ohio Electronics Machinery, Inc
- Label dispensers equipment from
small foot switch operated o the
automatic stand alone conveyor

+ WEBTECHNIQUES, Inc
- Inspection, counting, Rewinding.
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A desvelar el consorcio-agraciado

Poe WALDO D COVAS QUEVEDO
b P SLEVO DI =

1\ \PROBACION de la consulta de ubicacion del pro-

te ¢l Tren 1'rbano anunciada aver por la Junta de
mina ¢l procese de permisos v permitira al
e Transportacion v Obras Publicas anunciar
Smang ¢l censoreio selecoionado para el inicio de la cons-

Tl

a1 I {0 3 conocer en entrevista (elefonica desde Rhode
doctor Carlos | Pesquera. secretano del DTOP,
@ cypreso muyv <ansfecho con el anuncio de ayer.
ineranano explico que 1a aprobacion de la consulta de
dmeacton implica que ¢f DTOP va puede adjudicar ¢l pnn-
ipal contrato del provecto. cuyo costo supera los $400
llones, + la construccion podra comenzar en julio proxi-
o

P

cra anticipo que ofrecera informacion adicional en
rencia de prensa mafana. donde se anuncara el
» seleccionado para el contrato principal.
Fypheo que la Junta de Planificacion aprobo los cambios
menores propuestas por el DTOP en la alineacion del Tren

&Y

|10 do maye do 1588

TEL . X

. "MOIOAOIA TECHNDPNONE NEC.GE.
PANASONIC UNIDEN.AUDIOVOX 400,
" ¥ 'nons 103 WOMA

Urbano v eximio a la agencia de los tramites ante la Admi-
mistracion de Reglamentos y Permisos. exencion que tam-
bien otorga a los proyectos de construccion de carreteras.

LA JUNTA de Planificacion aprobo ia ubicacion de arcas
comerciales en las estaciones del Tren Urbano en las que s¢
prohibira la venta de betidas alcohdlicas y aigarmilos.

Los consorcios que compiten por el contrato de la cons-
truccion de un segmento de la ruta. supiir los vagones. neles
y sistema para todo ei lrayecto y operar y mantener el Tren
Urbano por entre cinco y diez anos son el Grupo Tren
Urbane. Tren Urbano Consortium y Siemens Transit Team.

El Grupo Tren Urbano estd integrado por Bombardier
Transit Corp., Fluor Daniel Inc. y Canibbean Architects &
Engineers: Tren Urbano Consoruum por SNC-Lavalin In-
ternational, Breda Construizioni Ferroviane, Ray Architects
and Engineers. Rodriguez and Del Valle, Union Switch and
Signal, LS Transit Systems/SYSTRA/Sofretu y Metromovil-
ACL: mientras que ¢l tercero consiste de Siemens Transpor-
tation System, Inc., Guillermety Ortiz & Associates, Juan R.
Requena Associates, Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Dou-
glas. Lord Electric, Mass Electric, Redondo Construction,
Perini Corporation y Alternative Concepts. Inc.

Previamente, ¢l Gobierno habia excluido a tres consorcios
de la competencia por el proyecio que representa por lo
menos una tercera parte del costo total de la primera fase del
Tren Urbano.

LA SELECCION del consorcio influird, entre otras cosas,
en la imagen del proyecto, ya que si resultan favorecidos
Tren Urbano Consortium o Siemens Transit Team. los
vehiculos serdn alemanes, y si ¢l Gobierno escoge a Grupo
Tren Urbano, serdn canadienses, porque de ahi proceden los
vehiculos del consorcio.

Pesquera reitero que la primera piedra del proyecio s¢
debe colocar en julio proximo. En los proximos meses ¢l
DTOP adjudicara otros contratos menores cuyo costo total
asciende a $1,200 millones en la construccion que durard

La aprobacio

de la ita de 1 del Tren Urbano
implica que e DTOP ya puede adjudicar el principal contratc
del proyecto, cuyo costo supers los 5400 millones.

hasta el ano 2001

El pnmer contrato comprende un tramo de 1.5 ki
1ros entre las estaciones de Tormmar. en Guaynabo
Lomas. en Rio Piedras. incluyendo ambas estaciones
como los disenos y especificaciones de las construcciones
taller de mantemimiento, el centro de operaciones
oficinas administrativas.

Tambieén incluye los vehiculos que se utilizaran, los
mas eleciricos y operacionales, las senales v otros eleme:
de comunicaciones. la coordinacion ¥ supervision Jc
disenos y construcciones de los demas tramos y la opera.
y ¢l mantenimiento de todo el sistema.

EL TREN Urbano consiste de una ruta de 17 kilome'
entre Bayamon y Santurce, pasando por Guaynabo.
Piedras v Hato Rey, que senia recornda en 25 minutos &
millas por hora. Se espera que ¢l proyeclo transpor
114,000 pasajeros dianamente de los 1.3 millones de -
dentes de los 13 municipios que comprenden el drea metr
politana de San Juan,

o
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OUNTRY CLUB SUPER DISCOUN

0s EXPERTOS EN FINANCIAMIENTO DO
iNADIE, PERO NADIE, DA TANTO POR TAN POC
ABIERTO LOS DOMINGOS

Para-Mama lo mejor.
Proteccion para
toda la vida

Paneles de Huracanes
(Tormenteras)
1 00% Aluminio

solo$999de

pronto
TIPO ACORDEON Y ROLL-UPS
Una Inversion para
toda la vida

7 MEJORAMOS CUALQUEER OPERTA PUBLICADA POR LA COMPETENCL
/ ACSPTAINCS SOLICITUD D§ CRED(TO POR TELEFONO O PAL

/ ARSERTO DOMINGOS DA 11 A S PH DI CAROLBUA Y EN BAYAMON
*85; cualifica. Sujcto a aprobacion. Cantidad minima a financli
§300.00, Abicrto Lunes a Sabado 9 A.M. a 6 PM. Hasta 60
meses para pagar. Valido hasta Mayo 15, de 1996,
CAROLINA
BAVAMON COUNTRY CLUB SHOPPING P
CANTON MALL AVE. CAMPO RICO =
Tel. 785-5251 Fax 740-6830 Tel.768-0106 Fax 768-033
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Plannmg Board OKs Urban Train

Project’s largest contract of $413 million to be awarded Frlday Page 3

STAR photo by Humberta Trias Jr.

Nogueras has
| day in court

Former Sen. Nicolas No-
| gueras, flanked by lawyer Ig-
nacio Rivera, leaves federal
court Wednesday after enter-
ing a not guilty plea to four
counts of conspiring to avade
{ederal withholding taxes and
penatties. Page 2

Workers’
Dayis
marked

Thursday, Mayz 1996 Fuerto:Rico:35¢

by UTIER

To mark
International
Workers' Day on
Wednesday, the
Puerto Rico
Electric Power
Authority's
Electrical and
Irrigation Workers
Union, known as
UTIER in Spanish,
heid several

BUSINESS

' P.R. jobless rate
' drops to 12.8%
| March stats show drop of

| almost 1 percentage
point since '95. Page B63

marches
throughout the

island, including
one toward La

LOTTERY

Fortaleza, to

[

test d nE e |
Pl Ty e it
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tr’:l:'ea; isv::u. e FE | - ; 1733
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to six years.

The Planning Board's review led to
changes in the 1982 San Juan highways
and streets plan, which contemplated a

metro” system. But because the actual
Urban Train project differed from that
plan. amendments were needed 50 the
w0 could match, Pesquera said.

‘We are very satisfied that after very

Urban Train gets Planning Board approval
Major contract will r: B
be awardeq Fri@y

By IVONNE GARCIA
And JULIO GHIGLIOTTY

o 3TA Tigm

The Urban Train's first and major

contract will be awarded Friday after the
project recerved a final green light from
the Puerto Rico Planning Board. Trans-
portation and Public Works Secretary
Carlos [ Pesquera said Wednesday

This was the last step.* Pesquera said
in 4 telephone interview from Rhode
Island _*Before we could contract the
consartium that will begin the project’s
consifgelion. we had to obtain approval
by thg Pdanning Board for our consuita de
ubicagidn! or proposal for the project's
routeg ..}

Speaking at a press conference in La
Fortaleza, Planning Board President
Norma Bargos said approval of the Ur.
ban Tramn proposal included numerous
amendments to the San Juan metropoli-
tan region’s highways and streets plan to
incorperate the approved route of the
train system,

The Urban Train plan. she said, had
been under consideration by the Planning
Board for about a vear. In March. the
board held several hearings on the is-
land's first mass transit rail system,
which will link Bayamén and Santurce at
a $12 billion cost

Also last month, the Urban Train re.
ceived a 33074 million Full Funding
Grant Agreement from the U S Depart-
ment of Transportation over the next five

vigorous analysis by the Planning Board
the Tren Urbano has once more success-
fully moved through a very thorough
process, which has demonstrated the
quality work that has gone into the
proposal,” he added.

Pesquera declined to identify the con-
sortium that will be announced Friday as
having been selected for the $413 million
System and Test Track Turnkey Con-
tract, the largest and costliest of the
system's seven contract parts,

The group, which will operate the
entire 14-station system when it opens by
the year 2001, will be responsible for the
vehicles, train controls, laying the track
for the entire 105-mile stretch, mechani-
cal systems and for overseeing the other
six design construction contracts.

“The [STTT contract group] must pro-
vide construction oversight to make sure
there is interface between all the design
projects so that the best quality is
achieved and so that operational perfor-
mance is ensured,” Pesquera said.

The company that will sign the STTT
contract will be from among Grupo Tren
Urbano, led by Canada-based Bombardier
Inc.. Siemens Transit Team. headed by
Siemens Transportation Systems of New
Jersey: and Tren Urbano Consortium, led
by Lavalin International of Montreal and
Breda Construzioni Ferroviarie of Italy.

SOURCE.Transportation ang Pubbic Works Deparimeant
STAR graphic by Gabnel Szoke

Meanwhile, the first design construc-
tion contract, worth about $75 million for
two stations in Bayamén, will be awa rded
in about six weeks, Pesquera said

“July is a feasible date for placing the
first stone for both the Bayamén project
and the STTT," he said.

The other contracts to be awarded at
later dates will be for the Rio Bayamén,
Centro Médico, Villa Nevirez, Rio Pie-
dras and Hato Rey segments.

The department is stil} negotiating
with the Centers for Disease Contro} over
the relocation of a research insect labora-

tory that is in the train's way.

Pesquera, who is in Rhode island for a
University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez
Campus-organized Symposium on bridges
and pavement repair, said alternative
sites for the CDC lab in the metropolitan
area have been visited Jointly but no
specific location has yet been selected

“Perhaps the most important thing
[about the Planning Board's determina-
tion] is that one of this administration 3
key superprojects is on track to com-
mence construction in a few weeks.” he
said.

-~ - | Ethics office:

Financial report
filings hit record

By MARIA SACCHETTI

Of Tha STAR Staht

FedEx driver dies in expressway crash

»

Three senators. two representatives, 14 mayors and 25
agency chiefs missed the deadline for filing their annual
linancial reports with the Government Ethics Office
Wednesday.

But this year. the government watchdog's newly
acquired respect appears to have spurred officials into
setting a record of timely filings

The Hato Rey office has been inundated with many of
the 4,000 public servants — from Gov. Rossellé to some
municipal employees — who are required to [ile annual
financial statements, said ethics office spokeswoman
Gladys Malpica.

Except for certain sectors, the exact number of the
government employees who filed by the 430 p.m. dead.
line was unknown Wednesday night. Also, a report would
make the deadline if it arrives by mail with a May 1
postmark, she said.

But Malpica said the number of filings has increased
dramatically, probably due to the expulsion one week agn
of former Sen. Nicol4s Nogueras from the Senate, partly
for filing late financial reports over three years

“[Tuesday] and (Wednesday| have been crazy,” she said
The ethics office reviews the reports for any

Please see ETHICS, Page 12

STAR photo by Francesca Von Rabenau-O'Relly
dead on a stretcher Wednesday moming after crashing his
Federal Express van into the back of a Highway and Transportation Authority road-cleaning truck on

| the José de Diego Expressway.

Ivan J. Esteves, 42, of Toa Baja lies
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Promete
Aznar un
§ impulso
reformista
en Espana

Romantico
hasta el fin

“Una rosa en tu
pelo parece una
estrella en el
cielo, y en el
viento parece un
acento tu vozZ
musical. Y

parece un
destello de luz la
medalla en tu
cuello al menor
movimiente de
w cuerpo al
andar. Yoatu
lado no sientc
las horas que
van con el
viento, ni me
acuerdo que
llevo en el
pecho, una
herida mortal. Yo
contigo no siento .: seapagauna d,_, |as voces
el sonar de la SR < pr

: = pais. pero de
fluvia y el vierto y E : n se prendio ia -
porque llevo 1 Sl ) : ) 3k idad arnsticade
amor en n. . _ A 3 quien swmpre
pecho como un b ¢
madrigal” L 1 cnm:lhmbohmmos.

i de sencilic: una
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Siemens:
correr al

Por MAGDALYS RODRIGUEZ
DF EL NLEVO DIA

EL GOBIERNO adjudico ¢i contrato
para el disen.. parte de la construccion, y la
operacion Jel Tren Urbano al consercio
Siemens Transit Team, quien lo desarrolla-
ra 2 un costo de $544.2 mullones, y lo ad-
mimistirara Jnualmente a un costo prome-
dio de $28.7 mullones durante cinco ados.

Siemens Tranut Team esta compuesto
puor la subsidiina de una compania alema-
na. Siemens Transportauon Partnership, la
estadounidense Alternate Concepts y la
puertornguena Juan R. Requena yAsocia-
dos. Ademas. integrardn el grupo otros seis
subcontranstas locales y estadounidenses.

£l secretano de Transportacion y Obras
Publicas, Carlos Pesquera, indico que ese
2rupo fue el que mejor oferta hizo en cuan-
1 2 los aspectos técnicos v los econdmicos
para ¢l desarroilo del tren gue cubnra el
arca desde 2| centro de Bayamon hasta el
sevior Sagrado Corazon en Santurce.

L.OS OTROS liciiadores que perdieron
n 'a ronda final de la subasta fueron Gru-

po Tren Urbano y Tren Urbano Consor- -

tum Pesquera sedalo. en conferencia de
prensa ayer. que no podia divulgar esas
Merias economicas.

L1 vontrato. que es ¢l pnncipal porque
supervisara otros sais que  desarrollardn
tada la rua del tren v que el Gobierno

irmard =n Cuatro 4 5015 Semanas. Ayer se
les nonfico [a decision a los licitadores.
t.n o nrosimo comenzanan los traba-
108 Je hcena, en marzo de 1997 empezana
la onstrucwon el tramo que le Loca cons-
truir i} consorao, entre Tormimar, Guayna-
15 | vmas. Rio Piedras. Se proyecia
iel proyecto completo para ¢l

“Siemens Transportauon Pannership ha

sido responsable de la construccion y admi-
nistracion de |os sistemas de trenes en im-
portantes ciudades alrededor Jel mando, y
del sumimistro de los vehiculos v de otros
componentes de estos en: Bangkok, en Tai-
landia. Ateras. en Greoia: Madnd-Sewiila,
en Espana, Cluadalajara, ¢n Mexico; Anka-
ra. en Turgu:a. v Shangar, en China”, dijo
Pewquera.
EL CONTRATO otorgado aver incluira
sumimistrs de 54 vehiculos que comreran
4 traves de 'a ruta. los sistemuas eléctncos v
sweracionates las senales v otros elementos
comunicaciones, la coordinacion y sus
pervision Jde o8 disenos v construcciones
dc los otros «is 1ramos que comprenden la
ruta. + !a operacion v mantenimiento de
todo <! sislema por CINco Jnos.

Tambien incluird el diseno final y la

de

Wiudicara entre este ano y =l prozimo, se

ARCHIVO EL MNUEVO Dia

AFTI-LlLLBELiL

Q.

construcaidn \id'lallq, de ananienimiento,
del centro de operacionesty. de la o_ﬁm
administratva del sisterna A

Al cabo de (0d.cin0q anos del mpmmal- .
Gobierno tiene.}a opeion g remwb,}:

buscar otro ©

mismo. dijo 1
EL cowsommom' i Vita !
$499.9 millones, pera a une m Deliowm  \ovieer

millones que ¢

'y cperasl of TrwTUrbano y constnuna of tramo sntre Tomimar y Las Lomas.
Oi7os 3999 comEaists us COnNSTUN K TMOS ostantes

Subcontratistas

dividir lo que

de poner el ¥ B Adminestracin 0e
quera. El co Parson. Bercsernof, Quase and Dougmas. inc.
millones. ¥ Coneuliorss
%50555“'“‘55’“&4 ~Wallnce Foyd Asscomes
¢l mantenimicnfo® que. .-E_h:u“
Lanual de $28.7 i
Gobierno ha Gusbarrmaty, Orez y Asocsxios
uno de los qu e e Y
B Gratca / Bl Nusvo Da
wario. 4

Los recursos del Gobierno para ¢l ‘pago
provendran de diversas fuentes, Esas son:e!
programa de mejoras capitales de la Auton-
dad de Carreteras, de una asignacion fede-
ral espevial acordada bajo contrato de
$30%5 millones que ~cadran en los proa-
mos-cinco anos. de los fondos federales
recurrentes que son S04 mullones anuules
y de los cuales se tomara ¢l 25% para ¢!
tren, v de emisiones de bonos. Hay provec-
1ada una ermision de bonos para ¢l 1998
que estara respaldada por los fondos federa-
les compromentidos para ¢l tren, dijo Pos-
quera.

OTROS TRES contratos de construc-
C10n ProvIMOs 3 NEROCIAse ¢s1e ano son los
que-comprenden la rula de Baramon ul
Centro Medico ¢n Rio Predras. Tres adivio-
nales, que cubnran ia ruta del C

tro Me-
dico al sector Sagrado (Comzon on Suntur-
ce. se adjudicaran en ol (W97,

Al preguntarsele a Pesquera st el progra-
ma de ¢1pansion v munieninien’
rreteras suffir por el cnfays J
recursos 4l lren. senaio que ¢
¢l programa de transpay
el Jde carretvras osta

Independientemen
goberno. cuvas eleccn
bre de este ano. Pesqu
Jue el proyecto tenga o
tiene bases de planificac:
piazo.

¢ Colectinve

Hﬂ.l‘\bllnh {
on solidas v 3 fargo

cmnmr-muwnmhmuuumm-mmmym
#CONOMICOS.

W - 1
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By Paul C. Tash
St Patersturg (Fia) Temes

oday we honor courage, and we con-
" demn the brutality that reveals It

‘We mourn Rachida Hammadl, an in-
vestigative reporter for Algerian television
who was shot twice in the neck while she was
waiting for a ride to work. Her sister was
killed in the same attack. A radical Islamic
group claimed responsibility for the murders.
We remember Ruperto Armenia Gerardo, a
weekly newspaper editor in Mexico who was
beaten to death and dumped in a canal. A
prominent lawyer about whom Armenia had
written was convicted and sentenced to 13
years in prison, after demonstrations by jour-
nalists angry that the crime had gone

[P R

were killed eithar ho
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EDITORIAL

Transportation
takes historic step

ith the anticipated awarding today of the first, and most

important, contract for the building of the Urban Train,

the commonwealth government will have taken a historic
step toward dealing with public transportation in the capital city
and its environs in the 21st century.

If San Juan is to avoid vehicle gridlock in the coming decade, a
proposition of the magnitude of the Urban Train is crucial. Indeed,
Transportation and Public Works Secretary Carlos Pesquera has
said that the light rail train project, the first stages of which will
cost in excess of $1.2 billion, will not significantly reduce traffic
flow around the San Juan area, but merely allow the area to keep
pace with increasing vehicular flow.

To achieve even that modest goal, a penetrating educational
campaign will be needed to convince the motoring public to leave
their vehicles either at home or at designated parking areas
adjacent to train stations as they travel to work, to shop or fulfill
obligations.

Secretary of Transportation and Public Works Carlos Pesquera
and his Urban Train team deserve much credit for shepherding the
project through a maze of federal and commonwealth agencies,
and for their consistency in pressing Puerto Rico's case with the
U.S. Transportation Department — and securing, finally, a $307.4
million Full Funding Grant Agreement over the next five years.

This funding was gained under extreme competitive conditions
and at a time when heavy cutbacks were being mandated in
federal spending.

The grant, although less than one-third of the estimated total
cost of the train program, nevertheless puts Puerto Rico on track
for possible further financial aid in the future.

Decline and fall

E dward Gibbon, an English historian, chronicled the decline and
fall of the Roman Empire. To any modern-day Gibbon out
there, we offer, without editorial commentary, the following:
Chicago Bulls forward Dennis Rodman recently head-butted a
referee whose call he did not like. Rodman says that, some day, he
may sleep with a man just to see what it's like. Rodman brags
about his sexual conquests, including the entertainer Madonna,
whom he alleges begged to have his baby, and publicly fantasizes
about topics that include playing his last NBA game nude.
Dennis Rodman, according to ESBN, may make up to $5 million

next year on product endorsements.
Scnpps Howard News Service

We decry government tyranny, like that in
Nigeria, which had eight journalists in jail at
the end of last year. One of them, magazine
editor Nose Igiebor, was hauled out of his
home by government agents who demanded
that he reveal his sources for articles that
criticized the government

World Press Freedom Day is May 3, an
occasion o mark a spirit so powerful that
Journalists around the world give it voice —
even when it gets them beaten, jailed or killed.

The numbers, provided by people who keep
track, are

The Inter-American Press Association,

dered because of Lheir work. Most of them
were killed either by government agents,
political guerrillas or drug-runners.

Many of those murders have not been
prosecuted, IAPA says the problem is espe-
cially severe in Mexico, Guatemala and Co-
lombia. The group Is bringing pressure on
those governments to treat the murder of
journalists more seriously.

Likewise, the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists finds a broad pattern of reporters being
killed with impunity. “Homicide continues to
be the most common cause of job-related
death among journalists,” says William Orme
Jr., the group's executive director.

Around the world, 51 journalists were killed
In the line of duty during 1995, the committee

Another 182 in 22 coun-

reports.
tries, were being held in prison for what they
said.

For American journalists, their stories

“apofhe-San Juan Star - Fnday, May 3, 1996

T e
VIEWPOINT

r free speech

should be a source of humility and inspiration.
Twelve years ago, | spent a month working
with the editors and reporters of the Nation
newspaper in Nairobi. Kenya. I quickly came
to appreciate the dangers they faced and to
admire their ability to navigate those difficul-
ties. Had I been running their local news desk,
[ would likely have been in jail and the
newspaper shuttered over decisions that
struck me as routine.

A naive suggestion, early in my visit — that
we ask the president for comment on a serious
charge made in parliamentary heanngs —
provoked belly laughs {rom Kenyans who
understood the consequences of such imperti-
nence. [ never got better at spotting the traps
waiting for journalists in Kenya.

Yet my colleagues persevered, working for
meager pay, with modest resources and in a
language left over from colonial days that was
neither their first or second tongue. And they
found ways to tell the truth.

In our own country, the risks are rarely so
dramatic or personal. Instead, our press [ree-
dom, the envy of crusading journalists the
world, gets eroded around the edges.

It is eroded by bureaucrats who deny public
access to government meelings or records. It
is eroded by judges who use their power to
rein in reporters. And it is eroded by news
organizations that decide it is easier and
cheaper to live within the new limits than to
challenge them.

So a tough story gets killed, or compro-
mised, or never assigned in the first place
because the hurdles seem too high. No matter
that decision gets made — in Kansas or
Kenya, in St. Petersburg in Florida or the one
in Russia — the casualty is truth.

The difference is that when American jour-
nalists pull their punches, they have less at
stake than life and liberty. Judged against the
sacrifices that hundreds of foreign reporters

are making, the courage required to defend
press {reedom here seems relatively trivial.

Perhaps the examples of our colleagues
abroad can inspire American journalists and
other citizens to more vigorously protect the
liberties at home. That tradition of free
thought and speech s what foreign journalists
see here, and what they are boldy trying to
build themselves.

Paul C. Tash is the executive editor and
a uvice-president of the St. Petersburg
Times. He is a director of the Inter-
American Press Association and of Flori-
da's First Amendment Foundation.
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Méxien, [La constructora mexicana crea
1lianzas con otras empresas locales y mul-
‘inacionales, como lo hizo en México al for-
mar ICA -Fluor Daniel para competir mejor
an la eonstruecion de proyectos grandes in-
tustriales v de infraestructura eléctrica.
I°A Fluor Daniel construyo una fibrica pa-
ra Navistar [nternational Corp. en México.
I.a misma se dedica a ensamblar camiones,
1 procesar gas natural con una capacidad
te nperacion de 600 mil millones de pies cu-
viens por dia, a la construccion de una ter-
mneléctrica de 700 megavatios y tiene una
fahrica para procucir el cemento Tolteca,
antre otros. (Fluor Daniel es una de las ma-
vnres constructoras de Estados Unidos.)
F.stns v otros proyectos le han permitido
1 ICA establecer una relacién importante
cnn subcontratistas en varias partes del
munidn, algunos de los que ahora trabajan
~n la construccién del Tren Urbano. Por
aemplo, la empresa francesa Freyssinet,
~specialista en la manufactura de dovelas y
slamentos pos-tensados (los soportes en for-
ma de Y de los rieles elevados que constitu-
.»n el viaducto del tren) y con la empresa
{» Panio de Niccola. Esta ultima fabrico en
Italia v embarco hacia la [sla una “viga de
lanzamiento” de acero que pesa 338 tonela-
{ag que = utiliza para montar las dovelas.
I"na vez <e instala un tramo de dovelas, la
iza se desplaza al siguiente, lo que acelera
2 eonstruccion”, explicd Ramirez.
Para Miramar Construction, empresa
e juntn eon ICA tiene $350 millcnes en
~hrac contratadas hasta el ano 2000, la
iianza ¢nn la constructora mexicana signi-
1 la adquisicion de tecnologias y de des-
nazas nuevas por parte de sus 21 ingenies
w5 “Son destrezas que se van a quedar en
"isrtn Rien mediante nuestro plan de
wisfarancia de tecnologias”. destaco Ra-

WIS —

~all

mirez. "Nuestra intencion es capacitar per-
sonal local en las 4reas de construccion que
no se han desarrollado antes en la Isla, lo
que hemos estado haciendo con el Tren Ur-
bano".

Una situacién similar surgird con la
construccién del Coliseo de Puerto Rico,
que tiene elementos que no seé han construi-
do antes en la Isla, tal como un techo de ace-
ro de 500 pies sin soportes intermedios. una
pista de patinaje sobre hielo y un sistema
de iluminacién muy potente. Para estos ele-
mentos, [CA traera especialistas, dijo
Ramirez.

Ademas, para ejecutar la construccion en
dos anos y medio, ICA utilizard métodos
que aceleran los trabajos. Por ejemplo, se
instalardn gruas-torres de gran capacidad
sobre dos semicirculos de rieles. Las gruas
podran desplazarse para vaclar hormigén o
llevar a sus lugares de instalacion los com-
ponentes fabricados en hormigon como las
gradas o los elementos de la fachada, o
transportar elementos de acero, como las
vigas del techo, sostuvo Ramirez.

ICA como inversionista

Junto con Centro Médico del Turabo
(CMT), ICA es uno de los inversionistas
principales en HIMAICA Inc., una entidad
que va a construir un centro de oficinas
médicas en Caguas adyacente al Hospital
Interamericano de Medicina Avanzada (HI-
MA). (CMT consiste de un grupo de inver-
sionistas liderado por Joaquin Rodriguez.)
El complejo de $69 millones estara situado
en 30 cuerdas de terreno e ICA-Miramar se-
ran los contratistas generales.

Con su gran poder financiero, [CA tiene
planes de involucrarse en mds proyectos de
este tipo, los que requieren su participa-
cién dual como Lnversionista y como cons-
tructora.

La alianza ICA-Miramar. la que comenzo
hace tres anos, casi ha completado la cons-
truccion del Hospital General Menonita en
Aibonito y esta trabajando en la construc-
cion de la Ruta 834 en Guaynabo a un costo
de $25 millones y en la conversion a expre-
so de la Avenida Kennedy en Puerto Nuevo,
lo que involucra el desvio de un canal y la
ereccion de un puente.

Otro proyecto, el Coliseo de Arecibo con
10,000 asientos, a un costo de $14 millones

Empresas ICA
generales Miramar
en un grupo que ]UEQa un

en la industria de

ESPECIAL PARA EL NUEVO DIAWANDA LIZ VEGA

s SA. vy los Contratistas
Construction se ha convertido

rol de gran importancia
la construccion local
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ya se concluyd, mientras que la construc-
cion de la Ruta 5 en Bayamon comenzara
pronto a un costo de $34 millones.

ICA en el NYSE

ICA se convirtié en compania publica en
1929. El precio por accion (son recibos de
depésito americanos o ADRs) cerrd el lunes
pasado en el New York Stock Exchange a
$10. Desde el 4 de mayo, el precio ha fluctua-
do de $12.62 a $9.25 el 15 de junio. El accio-
nista con mayor participacién (2.63 por
clento) es Genesis [nvestment Manage-
ment. Schoder Capital Management. Smith
Barney y Dreyfus también tlenen partici-
paciones significativas.

Un 43 por ciento de los ingresos de [CA en
1997, provinieron de paises fuera de Méxi-
co.

Duff & Phelps Credit Rating Co., la prin-
cipal entidad de andlisis de crédito y que es-
tudia la habilidad para pagar de compariias
que emiten deuda, subi6 hace un mes la cla-
sificacion de deuda ICA de BB- a BB. La cla-
sificacién se reflere a deuda pagadera en
pesos mexicanos. &

José E. Bermios, presidente da Miramar Consinuchon, indico que esta empresa logro cermtizar §
millonas en construcc:én en 1997, comparado con $37 millones en 1996 Esta fima const

na alianza solida

Luis Femando Ramirez. viceprasidante oz,
y director e ICA en Puerto Rico "Nos Seme
@stablec:do COMO una amoresa local y quare~
s8r un elemento imponanta en /a indusira Je
construccidn de Puerto Rico™ Junlo a estas

lineas. Ramirez muestra la maquata de 'a as:
cion del Tren Urtanc en Jardines de Capara

¥ N y

£N

on marcha proyectos comao dos edificios multipisos para estacionamiento en al 5anta Rosa oce

Center y en ol Ashford Medical Centar asi como ia ienda Home Depot en Caroina. entre

proyectos comerciales
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Flores en cajas de 12 con
la calidad de Valentina
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Investlgan el
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Por buena via

DTOP. Carlos Pesquera

Aungue ¢l acuerdo il apuntaba a
una partkla de 8307 millones Juranie un
penodo de sers anas. 2t DTOP esta inten-
tanto que #sa asignacion suba 4 3417 mullo-
nes en La nueva legislacion sobre transpor-
tacion yue ¢l Congreso tendra gue aprobar
antes del prmero de octubre de esic ano
Con las asignactones federales, ¢l gobierna

o CARMEN
rakke

MIENTRAS ENe
v naba, ¢ haven
el

s
lus
Ir
Inspory

‘ron, trabajos
el De.
Publicas

T

e construcdion

1 eshiones o

tiar bos ton- ol espera linanor ol m A3y un 40
. e por viente del proyecto, cuso precio total
RS s donde s uine ara of taller esta vercano 3 los O mallones.
nuantenento s b EL CONVENIO garantiza que ci Depar-

tumento de Transportacion federal sepa-
rara cada ano una partdy para el Tren
Urhane Je acuerdo con el presupuesto de
que disponga en el ano fiscal proximao. No
obsianiv. ¢sas JSIgNACIONES LicACn Juc revi-
bir la aprobacion del Congreso

St el Tren Urbano es incluido en fa nue-
vt lev de transponte, el compromisa ceono-
o gue contrggo fa adminsteacion Clin-
ton ¢on las autondades locales tendrma ¢l
respaldo de la rama legislauva federal, lo
que hari mas firme la asignacion. “Lsta

LN vartas binggakas ey
wion de una quchrada

oo Je aboles s arb

quu involud

do

THRT R ITquItectos y
RGITIRIIE

FLocabiden en el Congreso bederal du-
inte [os prosios meses serd detlermimane-
sar fts asignaciones de fon-
mados ol Tren Urbane a traves de

un aenerdo entie Ja AC T la lederal 5
wportation Adoumstraton (FTADL e legstacion es trascendental para el 1L Va-
e a L1 Suevo g ol secretana del mos confiades porgue s unt provecto gue

tiene todos los merites, pero bien competr
do, indico Pesqueta

Pero siel Tren Uebanao no resulta anchn
do, "no ngnnh‘: que s han verrado |
portunidades para recibir tondos e
discrecionales”™ Cada ano, imdico Pesgque
tienen que ustificarse ante ¢l Congresa Ly
aprobiacinn Jde esos fondos

Segtn Pesquera,
para junio todos los
contratos de
construccion

estardn firmados

EL PROYECTO et TU abtuve ¢f ey
palde de la FTA debido a gue es un pringy
1o gue pernutira al gobierno lederal exanu-
nar ¢l tuncronamiento de
procedomientos de diseno y construcy
simultanea en obras publicas de envergadu-
i knoese metodo, la construceion del pro-

lus

Tren Urbano:

[l Contratos por segmentos
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Toa Baja ' @ L=
! | Nuet = |

Banaman Canirs Midits

w- Bar
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(omplejo Jiriloss g ==
| : de G
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Bayo a b
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o o e fos oo
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La pnmera lase de la construccion. en el lado nore de ‘a
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Por OLGA CARRASCO
DE_EL NUEVO DIA

1A PUESTA en marcha del Tren Urbano ET'U]..'Lrlﬂ'k'un >
cambio fundamental al drca metropolitdna y-obligard's
pensar la ciudad en 1érminos de “cOmo se va'a orga
‘uncion del transporte colectivo y nd en funcidn.
mawvil”. dijo el planificador Anibllﬁcpﬁlvcdxﬁ
El TUj'ss un proyecto tagymporan,
como de planificacion urbana®, dijo eda, prdfcsor
'a Escuela Graduada de Plamfcacmu de E.l Umvemd.l.d d:
Puerto Rico -
La tendencia ha sido copiar los pauonu dt Enidos Um-
Jos de construccion en los suburbies, que hace necesario el
i del auto, Con el TU se requenria un cambio de mentali;
dad en cuanto a un uso més intenso de las rcas ul‘unu
para vivienda mta;c ¥ Olros usos.

Conileva una “reconceptualizacion de la uudld e fuM &

con del transponte colectivo, Todavia 0. no lo‘veo, la%:
mlrgrmﬁn ‘de todo el mundo pcnsando en la misma direcs -
¢1on”, dijo Sepulveda, quien panticipa en un proyecto acadé-
mico que junto al Massachusetts Institute of Technology:
MIT) prepara a estudiantes de la UPR sobre distintos upu:-
s del Tren Urbano.

“Ahora |a giudad tiene que reestructurarse para vivir con'
o« proyeclo, establecer los reglamentos e incentivos necesa- |
nos para que densifiquen las estaciones, que ¢l comercio
INIErESC MOVErse a £sas estaciones y desalentar los desarro-
llos suburbancs”, dijo el presidente de la Sociedad Pumom- :
quena de Plamificacion. Carlos Novoa.

ALREDEDOR de cada estacion se van a promover dm-
rrollos conjuntos que promuevan la densificacion y usos
mixtos, dijo el secretano de Transportacion y Obras Publi-
<as, Carlos Pesquera. Pero no esta muy claro como se hard.|
Uso requiere plamificacion. coordinacion de muchas agen-

c1as, atraer a los desarrolladores y cambiar tanto su mentali-
dad como la del publico en cuanto a dejar los luburblm y la
expansion honzontal para volver a las o !

Estos cambios s¢ han logrado en otras ciudades del mun-,
n, pero con medidas que desincentivan el uso de auto que’
an llegado a ser tan extremas como el cobrar por el uso d.:

EL VOCERO
Pégina Fecha / / Pagina
OTROS
Pagina Fecha 7 / Pagina
3 it . 8

Maquets del drea de Banturce por donde pas:
nmuctbn del area metropoittana.

nrpllvo del auto tales como aumentos ¢n los precios de la

*+ -gasolina, reglamentacién, incentivos v contribucioncs espe-

ciales que les haga mas baralo a los cudadanes ¢l vivir ¢n
‘arcas urbanas. Mcjorar sistemas de transportacion como la
Autondad Metropolitana de Autobuses sera tambien indis-
“pensable para el que el TU opere cficicniemente.

Pane de la ruta del TU fue concebida segun la disponibili-
¢ dad dc terrenos v su coslo y no estrictamentc sobre catenos
‘de densidad poblacional. Desde hace anos cxistia un corre-
dor sepafado para construir un expreso que seria la conti-
“nuecion de la avenida 65 de Infanteria hasta Guaynabo

, = Como era propiedad del Gobierno, y olrecia una concxion
. i[ fentre Bayamon y Santurce, cf DTOP opta por ese corredor,

‘dbo Pesquera.
Pero “'esa era la ruta de continuacion de cste a oeste de la
..ciudad. Por cso ndlﬁcﬂ alravesar a San Juan™, dijo Novoa ¥

ra o Tren Urbano, cuys puests sn marcha traess cambios fundamantales cn

Coma resultade de osa sl
de Jardines de Caparra/R
tenen la densidad
miento

PESQUERA o
determinaron “desde
donde w producen
yue s¢ acude de distito .
cn cirras publicos para et (e
Centro Medico v R

pobbacimal i

e la ANIA e Tiay plams
b i o preseche e

Pesquera dio que
mepnr el e
Depanamentu de la ¥
las areas. Lo que queremos os g
Iadores privados g recone vsta

I

e eshimunien
sportumdad para

las carreteras Y -opmo quc ¢33 rula “hubiese aliviado los tapones. Estaba  los patrones de desarr 1oty dde fos anes
Novoa dijo que serin necesanos ios tn:tnﬂVO! de umi*' 'eonctbldl asi desde hace muchos anos™ Secretano.

.5~-, ‘La gente
en la'vVia altem tiene que
Por OLGA CARRASCO & aceptar las
DE _EL NUEVO DIA . . !

] situaciones
LA ENTRADA da cemento frente a la casa de José -S4 . ’ .
craz en o saclor Buen Samantano en Gusynabo, estd, incomodas

prenoida porque el PAso 08 LN venicuio USaco en la construe:

0 el Tren Urbana la separd de la escalera qua conduce pl 48

balcon e la vvenda

:lcuﬁm?reﬂlenmummoﬁﬁsuwﬂm
ina enome extensin de lemeno en ia cual se ha efectuado ¢
desmonie paa la construccidn, S8 comverta en un fangal;
~uango lueve Sanchez se dedica a ““chivear”’, haciendo raber
(05 de ebanistenia, “Desde que esth ol Tren Urbanc a genta no:

aeng F-wnmestammeymmmmmmw
los cares’”. dyo

Cuando no Hueve ol poNom ss 1al que tuvo qua mlndar asy)
Mo y a su niglo avwcmmenWaLdznpﬁQuedm
e afectaba. SAnchez es una de l0s DOCOS VeCnoS Que que-
7an en & sector y que no lueron relocalzados para la construc, ¢,
con gel TU

Le guslana que o reuDcaran en ova vwends, al qual que su
secina Paira Romero Santos, para quien el TU hasta ahora ha
wignificado el que "a veces no tenemos luz, ; i

Fuimos a dar la quereda a las ofionas Jel Tren Urbano. Nos

atencieron muy bien  dio Sanchez

Pero la realdac es que para Sanchez y Romero Sanlos no

”'fmbrb remedios mediatos, "Siempre hemos sico honestqs

< con la genle. Les hemos dicho que va a haber inconvenien-
tes”. dwo Pesquera.

COMO parte del proceso s8 han expropiado 80 vivendas ﬂ;\
dislinlos punios y reubicado a sus habilantes, Tambwen sg
reubicaran edificios comerciales como el de General Gases en
Bayamon, & McDonalds de 1 avenida Roosevell y el Canler for

‘Disease Control del goberno feceral, en Rio Pwdras. Los
-costos de eslas expopsacionas suman $87 3 malonas

“Estamos claros en que esla elapa conlieva Crerentas in

convenientes. Tenemos que MINIMIZar es0s inconvenientes v

A Petra Romaero Santos la
construccién del Tren
Urbano an lerrenas
sledafos a su propiedad le
h8 cAUSSdC U SiNNUMerD
denconvenienies.

mantener 1a dusion da la genle para e acr"re" 2
dades como un DIOCESO PAra ur Sistema
obn”, dio Pesquera

Postenormente. e unags (0% ks 50 1
una campana de egucacion Pty aied1ar al usi

y deslacar las venlajas de su uso

Por lo pronto para personas
no esid muy claro Al
oel TU, contestu que
conde va a legar y S

a Lue
oQarening a e
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1967 — University of Puerto Rico Pres-
ident Jaime Benitez and Antonio Luis
Ferré, president of the Council on High-
er Education, testified behind close doors
regarding the Sept 27 UPR riots where
a taxi driver was shot to death and two
students were wounded.

1977 — The Puerto Rico government
was attempting to get out of a 1978 agree-
ment where the US. Navy turned over
2,626 acres of land in Vieques to the

“The professional
drug dealers do
not have a hold
on the country,
but the problem
is growing.”

Lord Justice Nicholas Phillips,

Cart o Acpeals o he
Royal Count of Justice n Great Brtan

erverrrevvyvewnr -7 F 137 AN SNSRI IR T 1

commonwezlth for $1.2 million n
exchange for granting the Navy nghts
over 1.B00 acres of land, claiming the
Navy received too much money in the
trade and the government should have
gotten $1.3 mullion for the land

1987 — The Puerto Rico Telephone
Company is recognized by Federal Com-
munications Commission as a company
authonzed to provide overseas telephone
service. Gov. Rafael Hernandez Colon

;Con qué
| te quedas N, ‘
cuando te entregas?

hailed the move as a major step to low
er rales.

1992 — The Umiversity of Puerto Rien
Brotherhood of Non-Teaching Workers
shut down the Rin Piedras campus and
10 other technological and regional
leges after four manths of negotiating «
three.year contract

- Compued by Provana Colm (=

HIGH LOW

San Juan 88 80
New York 70 53
84 74

Miami

0s

TiveviImEan LT
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nrimer plano

A bordo los primeros pasajeros del Tren Urbano

Por AMELIA ESTADES SANTALIZ
DE EL NUEVO DIA

EN UN intento de atraer gente al casco
de Rio Piedras y tratar de amainar los ni-

cerradas. los ruidos v los inconvenientes
que ha traido el Imcio de la construccion de
la estacion del Tren Urbano. el Depana-
mento de Transpertacion v Obras Publicas
(DTOP) celebro aver una fena que piro en

—_——— =

mos de los residentss y wvisiantes que a
diano son vichmas del polvo, de las calles

tomo del provecto
Decenas de personas s¢ dieron cita du-
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| La exhibicion del Tren Urbano en Rio Piedras tambien inciuyd charias y hasta ia participacon de:

rante la masana de ayer a la Plaza de la
Convalecenca para conocer mas a fondo
sobre la construcaion del Tren Urbano y el
impacto del musmo én la comumdad.
Mientras. otros le hacian pregumias al
Secretano del DTOP. Carlos Pesquera., que
daba una charla en la oficina del Tren loca-
lizada en la Avenida Ponce de Leon.
Las personas que asistieron a la charla,
que comenzd cerca de las 11:00 de la ma-
flana. se mostraban sumamente interesado
en conocer mas detalles del proyecio de
transportacion masiva que debe estar fun-
cionado a capacidad para el ado 2001,
EL TRAMO que recorrera el casco de
Rio Piedras sera el unico, dentro de la ruta
proyectada del Tren Urbano, que serd so-
terrada.  Aproximadamente, ¢l recomdo
scrd de una milla Los presentes hicieron
preguntas sobre la contruccion del tunel.
También mostraron interes en saber la
| profundidad. la distancia, la segundad del
tunel y @1 el funcionamiento de! trem no
afectara el servicio de Energia Elécnca en
el drea
Eso con que funciona, con electna-
dad" preguntd un hombre d¢ mediana
edad. Ante la respuesta afirmanva del Se-

secretario Carios |. Pesquera, para aciarar dudas sobfe ests proyecto 4 ios presentes.

cretano, ¢l hombre cuesuond & no con
frontara apagones 2 “ruuplén™ cuando e
proyecto comience a funcionar,

Mientras en la afuceras, en las maltrechas
calles nopedrenses otros disfrutaban de las
atractiones para los mios, de un programa
musical ¥ un recomdo imaginano por las
16 estaciones con las cuales contara ¢ tren

PARA ESO tenian que recoger una tar-
jela que tenia marcada la ruta del wen
Luego de hacer el recorndo. despicgado por
la Plaza del Recreo, el Paseo de Dhegc
entre otras, ¥ ponchar la taneta en cada
una de las paradas. recibian un obsequic
del DTOP.

Pesquera. quien repartié besos. abrazos.
autografos. y se retratd con los asisientes. se
mostro complacido con la acuvidad.

*Con la comumidad de Rio Prwdras ha
1do un proceso intenso de dos atos. No ha
udo un procesa facil, ha udo uno de nter-
cambio, de quejas, pero por fin esta enca.
minado”, dijo ¢l Secretano.

Por otro lado, Ruth Hernandez Torres la
presidenta del Conscjo Vecinal de Rio Pie-
dras, afirmo que tanto el DTOP ha tomado
en consnderacion los setalamientos que e
ha hecho el Conxjo Yeanal

v-ua_—-ﬁmo-m-mntn—uﬂ-\mm
’Bdn-—tﬂ w;unlﬂlt-.

£ e -
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Clasificados

% I NT E R M E D Ofrecemos los siguientes servicios: r
ePadiatria eMedicina General eMedicina Alterna
HEALTH CENTER oMedicina Preventiva  eMedicina de Familia
CENTRO DE MANTENIMIENTO DE LA SALUD oTerapia Respiratoria eMedicina Interna

Nos place Informar nuestros serviclos de | Ave. Roosevelt, Marginal Sur #130, Hato Rey, PR 00919 |
mantenimiento de la salod Lunes a Viernes

Sibado
8:00 AM. - 4:00 PM. (Porcita) 300 4 a1 . 12:00 M.

4:00 PM. - 8:00 PM. (Sin cita)

(Tel. 767-6393 Fax 753-8079 Beeper 760-8585 u. 123-2626 |
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Fallece Mas Canosa,
pilar del anticastrismo

En via libre

reman adios a los cusdrilateros

Al retiro
George Foreman

" Se impone . : TR
Rodriguez Bt Gl TP i s, Sy i 5 s o™
en Juncos Vecinos de la Urbanizacion Huyke

7 critican los planes del DTOP de
' Rumbo a la construir una estacion del Tren Urbanc
corte Piculin

en los predios de su comunidad
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A todo tren

Por MIGUEL DIAZ ROMAN
DE EL NUEVO DIA

DESDE QUE los vecinos de la urbanizac
Hato Rey, conocieran los planes del Deparame
Transportacion y Obras Publicas IDTOP de cun
estacion del Tren Urbano en los predios Jde su
no han logrado recuperar la tranquilidad que nar
durante mas de 40 anos

“Todo ¢l mundo anda muy tnste por ia d 10n de ubicar
aqui una estacidn del Tren Urbano La comunidad sospecha
que el vecindano se convertira en otro San £\ €50 nadic
lo quiere™, dice la doctora Axda Gonzalez
residido por mas de 40 anos en la calle Fe
que transcurre paralela al parque Gandara

La estacion se conocera como Hato Rew Centro s 1
construida al final de la avenida F D Roosereit en lainte
seccion con la avemda Munoz Rivera Debido a que 13 s
del tren sera elerada desde Rio Predras hasta Santur
estacion discurnra de lado a lado de 13 asenida Rovse s
contard con cuatro accesns para el publi

Dok de los acoesns estaran tby 3
mas como el cent H 3
en ¢l espacio que actualmente ocupa el restauran
da rapida McDonald's. junto al editicro M une

*Nosolros proponemuos gue la estacion sza subte i
través de 12 avenida Mudog Rivera « gue 1engd diueses Rduia

Voces disidentes contra la
construccion de la parada
del Tren Urbano en la
svemda Roosevelt: desde
I8 1zquierds, la doctora
Gonzalez Bradly, Jusn B
Huyke y Carlos Girod,
debsjo. uns

nierpretacion amatica de la
propuesis estacion Hato
Rey Centro.
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El trackcional McConald's de la Roosavelt va

AUMDO 8 la demolicion & causa del
800 Gesamolio de la estacion del Tren
Urbano en aqueila zona de Hato Rey.

pl

R 5

el disgusto

' e de Feon A< el impacto de 1a estacion en la
o wera menuor L os desarrollos comerciales asocia-

n del thano provecaran el desalojo de
augura ol cardiciogo Carlos Girod. quien
desde gue tent 11 anoe

SONOS U S A Comuiadad mus unida Tememos que el
vearroth redl asociado con la estacion
ot ¢ crra Jde nadie. hasta despoblar v
Sectof M oeurne en Santurce” comenta
A Huske preadente de la dsociacion Pro-Bienestar
¥ stesve 12 Lrbamizacion Huske (APBURD Su padre.
K Muvke desarrolle Ta urnanizacion en los anos 40,
verdeoon Huvke hue el 40% de los residentes son
-« ngimales ¢l restante 60% son descendientes de

« cnginales v nuevos mguilings

v agpecto de la controsersia es que la construccion
duiere L ewpropacion del centro comercial Metropolitan,
¢ privama 4 los vecinos de la urbamzacion v de siete
smumdades dledanas de los comercios donde compran
omestibles. medicamentos y olros servicios esenciales.
F<te es el centro comercial mas antiguo de Puerto Rico y
¢ urve a una comunidad de mas de 100.000 personas que
inclure estudiantes, asalanados de la zona bancana, gente
adinerada + vecinos de los residenciales publicos cercanos y
narriadas” sefala su propietario. Eugemio Ferndndez
Comas
Afade que funcionarios del DTOP le han expresado la
neceudad de expropiar toda la propiedad, a pesar de que la
Jhineacion del tren solo requiere de una parte del estaciona-
miento
“~NOSOTROS LE propusimos al DTOP que expropiara
la pane que necesita para el tren v Que en el remanente s
N Permitiera CORSIRUIT LN Nuevo centro comercial. Ellos s¢
niegan porque necesitan todo ¢l €spacio como ‘consiruction
sard’ 7 agrega.
Explico que ¢l DTOP le propuso expropiar la parte que s¢
utilizania para 1a construccidn a cambio de que ¢l asumiera
¢l nesgo de pagar las penalidades acordadas con la firma
.nstructora. en caso de que la construccion deba ser deteni-
da por falta de espacio u 0irOs inconvenientes.
“Son penalidades muy severas. de $50,000 dianos. Toda-
\1a estamos en negociaciones”, dijo.
| 'n elemento que mantiene intngados a los vecinos e3 1a
wepecha de que el seclor bancano de Hato Rey no desea
que 1a alineacion del Tren Urbano discurra por la avenida
\unoz Rivera De acuerdo con los mapas provistos por el
OTOP. la ahineacion toma un sorpresivo gro hacia el centro
comercial Metropolitan. después de la propuesta estacion
Momenech. que serd paralela a la avenida Munoz Rivera,
wunto al Centro Judicial de Hato Rey
Pesquera ha recibndo presiones de los bancos Ellos no
quieren que s les afecte el aspecto visual con ¢l paso del tren
por su lado. Esa decision le costara al parque Géndara 1,088
metros porque la alineacion actual los necesita’’, senala la
doctora Gonzalez Bradly
Huvke dijo que ¢l parque Gandara es un pulmon para la
comunidad de Hato Rey, que apenas tiene zonas verdes.
filos todavia no han reclamado el espacio que necesilan
Jel parque St lo hacen habria que consultarlo con los miem-
hros de la familia (Sucesion Huyke) y ¢l precio, sin duda,
wna de acuerdo con las tanfas por metro cuadrado que s¢
pagan hov dia”. agregd

sidddddddaddwuenann,

Por subterraneas motivaciones

“El tren no
toca el
parque
Gdndara”

Por MIGUEL DIAZ ROMAN
DEEL NUEVODIA _______
EL SECRETARIO del Departamento de
Transportacion y Obras Publicas (DTOP),
Carlos Pesquera, negd que la alineacion ac-
1ual del Tren Urbano en Hato Rey, la cual
clude la fachada de todos los bancos alli
establecidos, sea el resuitado de presiones
de la industria bancana que no deseaba ver
afectada la estética de sus instituciones.

“Eso es absurdo. La alineacion actual fue
una decisién que se tomé en consideracion
de los costos que implicaba remover las
utilidades bajo tierra que estdn en la aven-
da Mufoz Rivera, para hacer una via sub-
terrinea. Esa es la mayor infrasstructura
subterrinea de Puerto Rico y ¢l costo de
remover y suspender €08 servicios cna ele-
vadisimo, ademas de los problemas que
tendrizmos con el nivel fredtico de los te-
rmenos”, explico Pesquera.

Otra de las consideraciones para disefiar
la actual alineacion det Tren Urbano, que
discurrir de forma elevada por medio de
tendidos de rieles sujetados a pilotes, fue el
impacto adverso que tendrian los trabajos
en el trafico vehicular diurno y las numero-
sas interrupciones que sufrirlan las comu-
nidades cercanas y ¢l comercio en servicios
bdsicos como agus, encrgia eléctnica y 1ele-
fonia.

Los comentanos de Pesquera surgen en
respuesta a los sefalamientos de la Asocia-
cion Pro-Bienestar Residentes de la Urba-
nizacion Huyke. que denuncid que las ins-
1 bancarias s¢ opusieron a que el
Tren Urbano discuriera por la zona banca-
ra de Hato Rey.

La asociacion denunci6 que el DTOP se

verd oblieads § FIRREE TG ST 0w 1500455 AR (S5

cal Metropolitan y una porcion del parque
Gandara, la unica plaza verde en Hatwo
Rey.

“EL TREN no toca ¢l parque Gandana.
no lo puede tocar porque son requisitos
que establece ¢l gobierno foderal Coma
una aportacion a la comumdad nosotros (el
DTOP) nos hicimos cargo de la umpieza
del parque. La alineacién propuesta ¢s 1a
mis econdmica y la de mas rapida con-
struccién”’, sefalé Pesquera, quien anadio
que la estacion Hato Rey Centro esana
terminada a mediados del 2000

En cuanto a la expropiacion del centro
comercial Metropolitan, Pesquera dijo que
¢l contrato con la firma consiructora re-
quiere que el DTOP tenga dominio de la
estructura, de manera que s¢ pueda cum-
plir con los plazos establecidos para el ini-
cio de las obras de construccion. “Si no
tenemos dominio, podriamos incumplir
con ¢l plazo de entrega de la puuiz‘ .
tendriamos Que pagar penahidades a la fir-
ma cons-tructora”, indico.

El funcionano explicd que para mante-
ner los servicios comerciales de farmacia »
supermercado, ¢l DTOP estudia la pombili-
dad de levantar una estructura temporera
en el espacio que no utilice L construcaon
o en las mismas instalaciones del centro
comercial, después que sea expropiado.

“Tuvimos un proceso arduo de trabajo
con la comumidad de la urbanizacion
Huyke. Fuimos a vanas vistas publicas y yo
los visité personalmente en disuntas ocasio-
nes, pero no siempre tu puedes complacer a
1odo ¢l mundo. Nosotros tomamos en con-
sideracion su insumo en el disefio final.
pero tuvimos que tomar una decisdn que 3

uera
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El proyecto del Tren Urbano cambiard la configuracion y la na-
furaleza tadicional de las drecs donde estarén sus estaciones.
ya que estas provocardn el desarollo de residencias, comef-
cios y un gran aumento en héfico peatonal. Es interesante ver
cémo el sector privado ha reaccionado inmediatamente a la
construccion del Tren Urbano, y no ha petdido fiempo en dise-
far proyeclos gque complementen la funcién del fertocanil,
| apadiéndole valor al proyeclo y a las &reas ofecladas. Cada
dfa vemos més cercala existencia de un fren de via rapida en
pueito Rico, y cada dia son més palpables los grandes cambios
que este moderno medio de ansporte taetd a nuestra lsla.
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*'3zuela del proyectc del Ric Bayamon
Jue &5 uno de los desarmilos
residenciales mas gastacados
250C18005 4 la anneacon gel

Tren Urbano

Los proyectos
provocados por

la alineacién del Tren
Urbano abarcan una
variedad de propésitos
que van desde
estructuras para uso
comercial y oficinas,
hasta viviendas y
centros de
entretenimiento
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Via rapida para

el desarrollo urbano

2ot MIGUEL DIAZ ROMAN

REDACTOR DE NEGOCIOS
1 en algo existe concenso en relacién con el
Tren Urbano es que estimulara el desarro-
llo economico a traves de la alineacion pro-
puesta en la zona metropolitana de San
Juan. “En el aspecto comercial se perfila
una revaloralizacion de las propiedades.
especialmente aquellas que estén ubicadas
cerca de las estaciones propuestas, donde
el flujo de publico que llegue o tome el tren
intensificara las actividades comerciales”,
dijo el agente de bienes raices Alberto Her-
nandez

Fl nuevo ferrocarril servira de transporte para 115,000

personas. que diariamente circularan por cerca de 20 es-

taciones ubicadas estratégicamente en una ruta de mas

e 17 2 Kilometros.

4 A i Nvevo Dia Domingo 7 da diciembre de 1997
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La alineacion comienza en la estacién de Bayamon
Centro que estard ubicada junto al casco de ese pueblo,
paralela a la carretera PR-5. La ruta del tren continua
por entre el Coliseo Rubén Rodriguez y el Estadio Muni-
cipal Juan Ramén Loubriel y atraviesa los sectores Jar-
dines de Caparra, Garden Hills, Torrimar y Las Lamas
en Guaynabo.

Luego, discurre por el Centro Médico, bordea el sector
Villa Nevarez, penetra Rio Piedras y Hato Rey, y termina
en las inmediaciones de la YMCA en Santurce.

Una nueva extension de la via del Tren Urbano ha si-

do propuesta para el sector Minillas en Santurce. Especi-

ficamente, la nueva estacion estaria ubicada en algun
punto cercano al Centro de Bellas Artes.

“"Todavia no se ha decidido si la nueva ruta transcu-
rrira por la Fernandez Juncos o por la Avenida Ponce
De Leon, o si sera subterrdnea o elevada en pilotes. Esta-
mos en la mesa de diseno aun”, dijo Carlos Pesquera, se-

I B N I BT AN s E R E R I BN U BT a b aTaa NPT i as sa AT

cretario del Departamento de Transportacion y Obras
Publicas (DTOP).

El funcionario explico que existen por lo menos tres
entornos urbanos en los que la alineacion del tren ten
dra diversos efectos de desarrollo. Estos son. areas que
ya han sido desarrolladas, areas con potencial de desa
rrollo y otros sectores que requieren cambioes en la con
formacion y en las vias de acceso para faciintar el desa
rrollo.

Al presente existen numerosos proyectos en su étapa
de disefio provocados por el Tren Urbano. que estaran
ubicados en conformidad a la alineacion propuesta Es
tos proyectos abarcan una variedad de propositos que
van desde estructuras para uso comercial vy oficinas.
hasta viviendas y entretenimiento Aunque no se tiene
un inventario del numero y tipo de proyectos propues
tos, Pesquera dijo que la gran mayoria provenia del sec
tor privado.
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