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Se anotan para ‘montarse’ en el Tren

P WALDO D. COVAS QUEVEDO
he FI NUEVO DIA

limite hasta el 22 de dictembre, informé
Carlos |. Pesquera. secretano de la agencia.

C 1 ATRO COMPANIAS sometieron
S8 €513 ¢Mana para compelir por
arata de entre $300 4 $400 millones

o wonetrnr un segmento del Tren Urba-
iirr los vagones. neles y sistemas
\ el travecto. informo ayer ¢l De-
ento de Transportacion v Obras Pu-

s empre<as fueron dentificadas como
e 'rhann. integrade por Bom-
anat ¢ orp . Fluor Damel Inc.

thean vrquitecte & Engineers: Tren
wncortium. integrade por SNC-
viin Teternational + Breda Construziont
SpA. Siemens Tranat Team.
por Siemens Transportation Sys-
Juan R Requena Associates y
Concepts. Inc: v Constructores
rbano. AEG Transportation Sys-
I ¢ ICF Kaiser Engineers. Inc.
| \(') [JF los consorcios. el Ravtheon-
nkishavro-Indochu. se abstuvo de pre-
niar <u propuesta luego de que ¢l DTOP
hazara la peticion para aplazar la fecha

Cuatro compafias
<ometieron propuestas
axia samana pars competir
por ¢l contrato de entre
$300 y 5400 millones para
construir un segmento

del Tren Urbano

en conferencia de prensa,

A pnnapios de mes, el consorcio Puerto
Rico Metro, S.E. integrado por ¢l fabncan-
te de trenes suizo ABB Traction; Bird-DEL
ATE Ryder. DeLeuw, Cather & Co.. Le-
bron Associates: Basora and Rodriguez and
Assoclates; Fitshbach and Moore: West
Electnc Corp.; Standard/Starco; Atlas Rail-
road Construction Co.. Del Valle Group.
B.P. v Marxuach, S.E.. se retird por pro-
hiemas con el suplidor de los vehiculos.

En agosto pasado. los consorcios Cons-
trucciones v Auxiliar de Ferrocarmles. de
Espana. v Sumitomo Corporation of Ame-
nca. de Japon. fueron excluidos del proceso
por fallar en someter todos los requisitos
establecidos.

CONSTRUCTORES TREN Urbano
tiene hase en Pittsburgh y sus trenes serian
alemanes: Grupo Tren Urbano tiene base
en San Juan y los vehiculos serian cana-
dienses: Siemens Transit Team tiene base
en Nueva Jersey y los vehiculos senian ale-
manes y Tren Urbano Consoruium ucne
base en Canad4 y los vehiculos serian italia-

EL NUEVO DIA/TITO GUZMAMN

La construccidn del tren deberk comenzar en julio proximo.

nos.

Pesquera explico que se seleccionaran los
consorcios finalistas para enero proximo v
s recomendara la mejor propuesta en
abnl. cuando se firmara el contrato de en-
tre $300 v $400 millones, mds ¢l pago por
la operacion del sistema durante cinco
afos

La evaluacion de las propuestas s¢ hara
en dos partes. explico Pesquera. Pnmero se
evaluardn los aspectos técnicos ¥ luego se
examinaran los documentos relacionados
con la parte econémica de los que hayan
pasado el pnmer proceso. Los documentos.
que consisten de cuatro cajas para cada uno
de los proponentes. se encuentran en una
hoveda estrictamente custodiada de la Ofi-
cina del Tren Urbano en la avenida Pinero
Muchos de los documentos seran mantem-
dos confidenciales mientras concluya el
proceso

UNA VEZ se determine cudles continua-
ran en el proceso. el Comué de Evaluacion.
podnl optar por evaluar las modificaciones
que hayan sometido los consorcios a los
planes del DTOP v solicitar a los cualifica-
dos que sometan nuevas propuestas v mo-
difiquen los costos onginalmente propues-
108,

El Comite esta integrado por Carlos Co-
16n de Armas. de la Autondad de Carrete-
ras vy Transportacion: Gabnel Rodnguez v
Enc Zapata. del DTOP: Gabnel Rivera, del
Banco Gubernamental de Fomento: Fred
Salvucer v Rafael Jiménez, de la Oficina del
Tren Urbano: y Jeoffrey Fosbrook, del gru-
po interdisciplinario contratado por el

DTOP

Pesquera enfatizo que ¢l contrato no sera
adjudicado al mejor pastor en termines
econdmicos. sino al que mejor salga en una
gradacion a base de mejor utiidad. una
combinacion de precio v calidad. El Comi-
té de Evaluacion sometera su recomenda-
c1om a la Junta de Subastas v é<ta hari si
recomendacion al Scoretano, quen tendry
la uluma palabra

LA CONSTRUCCION debera comen
sar en Julio Proximao § & #SPEra Quie funto |
los olros contratos gue scran adiudicados
postenormente a un costo total de $1.200
millones termine para ¢l ano 20001

El pnmer contralo que sera otorgade
comprende un tramo de 2 8 kilometros en
tre las estaciones de Tornmar, en Guavna-
bo. v Las Lomas. en Rio Predras. incluven
do ambas estaciones. asi coma los disenos «
especificaciones de las construcciones
taller de mantemmento. ¢l centro de ope
raciones v las oficinas admimistrativas

Tambien incluse los vehiculos a utihizar
se. los sistemas cléctricos v operacienale
las sedales v otros elementos de comunmica
ciones, 1a coordinacion s supervision de los
diseios v constrncciones de los demas tra
mos v la aperacion v mantemmicntss
todo el sistema por los paimenw oy
dier anos.

El. TREN Uirhano conuste de una ruta
de |7 kilometros catre Bavamon v Santur
ce. pasando por Guasnabo, Rio Piedras +
Hato Rey. que sena recornda en 28 minu-
tos a §S mullas por hora
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Pesquera

hopes train
is approved
next month

Public, agencies write
letters about rail project

By MARIA SACCHETT!

4 The STAR Stam

What does an insect laboratory in Rio Piedras have in
common with a shopping mall in Hato Rey?

Both places will be affected by the proposed Tren
!'rbano, and owners were among nearly 30 people who
penned their opinions about the rail tramsit project to the
Department of Transportation and Public Works by the
Dec. 28 public comment deadline.

Many of the letters were supportive missives from
government agencies, including the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the local Department of Housing.

The letters mark the final hurdle in the department’s
efforts to obtain the approval of the Federal Transit
Administration in Atlanta for the $1 billion, 10.8-mile
urbgn rail system, which will run from Bayamén to
Santurce

Unless the federal government’s shutdown is prolonged
by the Congressional battling over the budget, Transpor-
taton Secretary Carlos . Pesquera hopes the FTA will
review the letters and approve the project by the third
week in January.

Next, the department will put the proposal up for
approval of the Puerto Rico Planning Board, he said.
Construction of the the first phase of the train is slated to
begin next year

A few of the letters, which Pesquera made available to
the STAR. raised concerns about the project. But Pes-
quera said he doubted the FTA wouald delay their
approval of the rail system because he is actively
#orking Lo solve most of the issues raised by the writers.

‘For a project of such magnitude,” Pesquera said,
glancing at the letters, “these are not majér
controversies.”

One negative letter came from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in Atlanta. William T. Porter of
the CDC wrote that they oppose the project because of
‘serious negative consequences” to the CDC's property,
including an insect research laboratory, in Rio Piedras.
Porter added that he is willing to hear the department’s

About 30 people wrote to comment on the Tren Urbano

STAR photo by David Yisfahe

project by the Dec. 28 deadline, said Department of

Transportation and Public Works Secretary Carlos |, Pesquera. The Federal Transit Administration now
must give ts final approval for the $1 billion Bayamén-to-Santurce urban rail transit system.

proposed solution.

from (be train, or relocate them to a building in the
lex. This section of the train is ot
slated for construction until 1997, be said.
Porter could not be reached by telephone in Atlanta,
possibly because of the federal shutdown.
Another writer, Jorge Ferndnder of Misién Industrial
of Puerto Rico, was concerned that the Envir al

bearings were unnecessary.

Officials of the Metropolitan Shopping Center, which
houses Woolworth and a Grande supermarket on Mufoz
Rivera Avenue in Hato Rey. wrote that they would have
to “claim our rights” if they do not reach an agreement
with the department over plans for their building.

Pesquera said talks with the shopping center “are very
friendly.” The department bopes to avgid the expropria-
tion and eventual razing of the building, and plans to use
only the rear section of the land#r the train, he said.

The center would be the first mall connected to the
train, be added.

The only complaint Pesquera w3as unaware of came
from the Mercantil Plaza office bugding on the north end
of Ponce de Ledn Avenue in Hatd Rey. Plaza representa-
tives sent two letters in concern that the Tren Urbano
will cover a northeast corner of their facility and cause
noise and vibrations.

Pesquera said he is is willing to meet with Plaza
repr ives about the matter,

Quality Board did not hold its own public hearings on the
Tren Urbano project.

3aid be understood that the EQE was present
at hearings held earlier this year and that additiopal

Among other writers, the Municipality of Carolina
asked to be included in the project and residents groups
in Torrimar asked the department to help them close off
Oviedo Street

1AU to ax exchange deal with Penn State

' New campus planned
' in Bayamon to include

institution.

He and two other students, José Luis

change program, which provides low
income students an opportunity to get a
degree from the highly rated stateside

Alejandro Ruiz Acevedo, vice presi-
dent for academic affairs !

| an engineering school

‘ay.ruuoamuuom

American and Pennsylvania State eni-
versities to allow low-income students
1o pet an engineering degree at the
stateside institution will be ared next
year.

Engineering students at Inter Ameri-
can University said they were worried
over the expected demise of the ex-

However, be said IAU would honor
the program for those students already
earolled in it

Students enrolled take all tr,prt;
engineering courses required
Penn State Engineering School at IAU's
Metropolitan or San Germin campuses

:;(y family could not afford to pay
full tuition at Penn State for five years;

Of ™he STAR St university is about to open a pew cam- tuition at Inter American and then the
pus in Bayamdn that will include an two years in Penn State include finan-
An exchange program between Inter engineering school. clal aid If you maintain your average

Torres Maldooado and Fareed Abdell
Haylock Gozdn, criticized the university
administration for not providing affect-
ed students with timely information
about what was being planned. That
prompted rumors that the students en-
rolled in the program — known as the
IAU Metropolitan Campus-Penn State
Congortium — would end up forced to
form part of the student body at the new
Bayamén campus.

The rumors began to spread early in
the current semester, and it was bot
untll a2 meeting of the faculty on Nov. 1§
that termination of the agr with
Penn State was announced, Rivera Crmx
said.

“When the rumors began, | applied
Plegse soe STUDENTS, Page 5
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Train project threatens
6 buildings in Rio Piedras

Transportation
must get historic
committee’'s OK'

By CHRIS HAWLEY
Ctee 3T R

Six huidings in the historic Rio
friedras business district would be
cnmpletely or partially demolished
ra make way for the Tren Urbano.
acenrding 1o documents filed with
federal agencies

Fonr Luildings near the end of
Ponce de Ledn Avenue — a bar. a
husiness school, a laundry and a
fonda ~ would be destroyed. ac-
cording to documents submitted to
the Federal Transit Administration
and the Advisory Council on Historic
Precervation as one of the last steps
tnward 'S government approval of
*he project Two others would be
turned into part of the underground
rain station

The buildings that would be demol-
iched are

| Metro Callege. a Husiness
swchonl. at 1164 Ponce de Ledn Ave.

W La Gran Parada har at 1152
Fonce de Ledn Ave

B A laundry and printing shop

Ann Landers . 47
Business
Classified Ad
Comics....
Crosswor

TODAY " S

58 | Movie Listings
50 | Nation & World
Obituaries ....... :

next to La Gran Parada bar. at 6
Julidn Blanco St.

@ La Fonda del Nene O'Neill res-
taurant at 1159 Ponce de Ledén Ave.

The two structures that would be
converted into the station’s entrance
are combination apartment-and-busi-
ness buildings housing Love Expres-
sions bridal shop and Manny's Cafe.

All of the buildings are within
what planners call the Rio Piedras
Commercial Historical District,
which includes the church. a plaza
and the shops around it.

The zone 18 historically significant
because it served as a trade and
transportation center linking San
Juan and the southern part of the
island, according to Lilliane Ldpez.
director of the State Historic Preser-
vation Office.

To build in the histeric zone, the
Department of Transportation and
Public Works. which is the agency
responsible for Tren Urbano's devel-
opment, must get permission from
the historic preservation office and
the federal agency that oversees it.

Original plans to build through the
area would have required the demoli-
tion of 12 buildings, Lopez said. She
said alter negotiating with the histor-
ic preservation office, Tren Urbano
officials decided to tunnel under-

INDEX

neath buildings. The four buildings
that would be razed are located
where the train goes underground

“It was a trade-off.” she said. “It
seems as if it is the only way of
getting the urban train into that area

and it minimizes the impact to
the historic district.”

The federal council must still ap-
prove the “memorandum of agree-
ment” between the transportation
department and Lépez's office that
states conditions under which con-
struction can be done. Transportation
Secretary Carlos 1. Pesquera said
planners hope to see the agreement
approved by the end of January.

Lépez said the four buildings,
which were constructed in the 1940s
and 1950s, “are not as significant” as
other buildings in the area.

The train also runs through three
other historic districts — the center
of Bayamén, the University of Puerto
Rico Tower and Quadrangle and the
university campus. The Casa Borbosa
and the quadrangle area of the uni-
versity are listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.

However, planners say buildings in
the Bayamén district will not be
affected, and the train will run un-
derground through the university
area,

STAR graphic by Gabnel Szcke  Comprled by ivonna Ga
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Residents wish to
remember bridge
with monument

-

By CHRIS HAWLEY
s o

Statt

CATANO — It's not much of a landmark. but it's the
only one Lhe people of Pugdte Blanco have

It's a short, squat little bridge turned gray by the
mud and exhaust from the endless flow of cars and
trucks that pass over it on Highway 5 in Catano It
spans a muddy little stream called Malaria Creek
Architecturally, even experts admit it's pretty plain

“But to us, it's historic.” said Carmen Martinez
president of the Puente Blanco Residents Association
“I' mean, the community is named alter the bridge. and
the community is not going to stop calling itself
Puente Blanco after the bridge is gone.”

Puerto Rico Bridge 181, known to the 1.500 people
who live by it as Puente Blanco, or “white bridge,” 1=
due to be demolished next year in a $32 million
project to widen Highway 5 from two to four lanes
Residents say they don't mind its destruction — hut
they do want something to remember it by

And so the residents association and highway
planners are discussing immortalizing the little bridge
by either erecting a sign or saving part of ils parapet
and building a small park around it

"We kind of mentioned this offhand. that there's this
bridge with no historical value that we're going tn
destroy,” Roberto Vélez Beniter. a Ilighway and
Transportation Authority planner said “Rut they said
‘Hey, this bridge does have some value [U's what the
community is named after ' "
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EDITORIAL
Congress gives
good news to
urban train plan

n the midst of a threat of reduced federal funds because of the
Republican revolution in Washington comes good news about
Puerto Rico’s urban train project.

Rep. Bud Shuster, R-Pa., chairman of the House Infrastructure
and Transportation Committee, was briefed at La Fortaleza
Monday on the island’s train plans, and called the project
“impressive” and “a very worthy project.”

Just as important, he said, “this project is ahead of anything else
being dome in the United States; that's why we support it.”

That is the best news heard so far regarding the urban train,
being designed to bring light rail public transportation relief to the
San Juan metropolitan area.

The project has a string of positives going for it and Shuster
recognized them with enthusiasm. The need for a major public
transportation initiative in crowded San Juan, teeming with
vehicles, is obvious.

Then there is the happy circumstance that, as Shuster put it, “a
substantial amount of the property along the (proposed route] is
already owned by the government.”

Add to that the fact that the Rossellé administration does not
expect the federal government to bankroll the entire project. On
the contrary, the commonwealth government is seeking just a third
of the cost of the urban train from Washington.

Shuster is one of the new Republican heads of committees in the
House and Senate, and having his support for the project is vital to
its future. He said Monday that additional funding would come
from the Highways and Transit Trust Fund, not from the general
fund, and, thereby, not necessarily subject to some of the more
rigorous cutting the gemeral fund may undergo.

“There is money in the trust fund for high-priority projects . ..
and I believe this is a very worthy project,” Shuster said.

These are encouraging words for Transportation and Public
Works Secretary Carlos Pesquera, his government team and the |
Boston consultants who have all been working assiduously for the
success of a program that promises critical alleviation of San
Juan's tangled traffic puzzle.
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Urban train project
gets important OK;
Shuster ‘impressed’

Congressional
committee chief
supports funding

By JULIO GHIGLIOTTY
OF The STAR Sialf

¢ The chairman of a congressional com-
miittee on transportation described Puer-
1o Rico’s urban train project on Monday
as “impressive” and “a very worthy
project” that should not have any prob-
lems getting necessary funds.

‘Rep. Bud Shuster. R-Penn., chairman
of the House Infrastructure and Trans-
portation Committee, made the com-
ments after a meeting with Gov. Rossellé
at La Fortaleza.

Shuster, who was accompanied by
Transportation and Public Works Secre-
tary Carlos Pesquera, said he was very
impressed by the briefing he received “on
the very exciting transit project during
the meeting with Rossellé and by the
managemenl team putl together by the
Puerto Rican government.

“I have not seen a transit project in the
[United States] that has the potential for
;success that this one has,” Shuster said,
« Bdding that he was “pleased that we have
provided funding for this project.”

He was referring to $5 million ap-
proved by Congress in September for the
project’s design stage. The House had
authorized $10 million but the allocation
was cut in half before the Senate agreed
to approve it

Shuster’s words echoed those of the
head of the Federal Transportation Ad-
ministration, Gordon J. Linton, who said
in October that the urban train project
was “one of the best investments in
fransportation in the United States™

Shuster . was particularly impressed

with the fact that the Congress is only
being asked to fund a third of the cost of
the project, which has been estimated at
$937 million.

“An enormous plus for the project,”
Shuster said, is that a substantial
amount of the property along the [pro-
posed route of the light rail system] is
already owned by the [commonwealth]
government.”

The congressman sa‘d that the modern
technologies to be used in the light rail
system also give the project a decided
advantage for funding and, because of the
island's relationship with Latin America,
would represent a bridge to that area for
U.S. entrepreneurs.

“This project is ahead of anything else
being done in the United States; that's
why we support it,” he said.

Obtaining the additional funding sought
by Puerto Rico for the project should not
be a problem, either, despite the Republi-
can-dominated Congress’ intention to cut
spending.

The urban train project, he said, would
be funded by the Highways and Transit
Trust Fund, not the general fund. The
trust fund is fed by taxes on gasoline and
is used strictly for transit projects.

“There is money in the trust fund for
high-priority projects ... and I believe
this is a very worthy project,” Shuster
said.

He said that his committee will be
holding hearings later this month on the
national highway system but did not
expect that Puerto Rico's urban train
project would come up “because we'll be
dealing with problem areas.”

Pesquera, who stood beside Shuster as
he talked with reporters, said that Con-
gress will be dealing with the national
highway system issue for the next two
years.

Please see TRAIN, Page 4

STAR photo by Farash Rivera
Rep. Bud Shuster, left, chairman of the House Infrastructure and Transportation
Committee, said after a meeting with Gov. Rossellé at La Fortaleza Monday
that Puerto Rico's urban train project should have no trouble getting millions in
federal funds. At right Is Transportation and Public Works Secretary Carlos
Pesquera.
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From Page 3

Train

The Rossellé administration hopes
to begin construction of the first
phase of the project — an 11.8-mile
route that would connect Bayamon,
Rio Piedras, Hato Rey and parts of
Santurce — by 1996 and have the first

trains operating by the summer of
2001.

Shuster said the timetable, if it is
met, would give Puerto Rico “a leg-
up” in its effort to host the 2004
Olympic Games.

The congressman from Pennsvlva-

P
vl

:

nia said he was familiar with Puerto
Rico because he and his family, had
been vacationing on the island durmg
the last 30 years.

“We go to Luqmllo Fajardo, La
Parguera — we've gone around the
whole island,” he said.




O EL MuUNDO

O oTros

DEP~ATAMEN1O DE TRANSPORTACION / OBRAS PUBL.CAS
Oficina g2 infermas ¢n y Prensa

Q EL NUEVO DIA

O ELVOCERO (X THE SAN JUAN STAR

/

3 / <
Fechal — 7/ '~ pagna

oo

Tren Urbano may
be godsend for
Landrau residents

Design plans call for
vacant crime strip to
be used in rail route

By SUSAN THURSTON
Ot The STAR Statf

The Tren Urbano may provide long-
awaited relief to residents of the Landrau
Urbanization, who have been battling
traffic, garbage and crime associated
-with a vacant strip of land set aside for a

road more than 40 years ago.

The narrow stretch runs in a straight
line parallel to P.R. 21 from the Martinez
Nadal Expressway (P.R. 20) to De Diego
Avenue.

It's designed to provide Bayamén and
Guaynabo residents better access to Rfo
Pledras, y the Veterans Hospi-
tal, Metropolitan Bus Authority and Med-
fcal Centee.

tes Lan-

A significant portion separa
* drau Urbanization and the Vista Hermosa

public housing project, which has been
said to have 1t around-the-clock drug
puntos. .

The project was the third taken over by

the police and National Guard as part of
the current administration's mano dura
stance against crime. It is currently
undergoing extensive rehabilitation.

A planner with the Department of
Transportation and Public Works said the
strip of land was designated as a road as
far back as 1947, but is currently part of
the Tren Urbano route.

Plans do call for widening P.R. 21 —
the old Rfo Pledras Road — to alleviate
traffic congestion in the area. The curvy,
two-lane road serves as a main route for
crosstown traffic.

Victor Pagén, a retired doctor who
owns the United Medical Business Orga-
nization (UMBO) building on nearby San
Patricio Aventue, calls the strip the “miss-
ing link” that would prevent heavy truck
and trailer traffic from using San Patri-
cio to get to De Diego.

“San Patricio was not made for heavy
traffic. When 18-wheelers drive by, the
buildings tremble,” said Pagdn, pointing
to large cracks and potholes in the street
that create an obstacle course for
vehicles.

He wants the government to follow
through with the original plans to con-
struct a four-lane road on the publicly
owned land located in the municipality of
San Juan.
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Importancia del Tren Urbano

EL TREN Urbano es un proyecto, con
todos los requisitos, para convertirse en
realidad en la fecha fijada, y lo que es mas,
contribuira significativamente a resolver el
gran problema de la transportacién en el
area metropolitana de Puerto Rico”, dijo el
secretario de Transportacion y Obras Publi-
cas, Dr. Carlos Pesquera, en la reunion-
almuerzo efectuado de la matricula de la
Asociacion de Contratistas Generales, en el
Hotel Condado Plaza.

Fue una interesante charla del Dr. Pes-
quera, recibida con gran optimismo por los
asistentes a la actividad.

Pesquera hizo un amplio enfoque sobre

d: lmnr.cms.anurbddboplmmmdonmpomdény
comparte con el Ing. José Domingo Pérez, presidents de la Asociacion de

el amplio plan de ampliacion de carreteras
y vias importantes, que han sido disefiadas
para aminorar las distancias entre los dis-
tintos puntos de la [sla, que también favo-
rece al area metropolitana.

También el Dr. Pesquera respondio a to-
das las preguntas de los asistentes, y anun-
cid que “en breve presentard un informe
actualizado mas compieto sobre el proyec-
to del Tren Urbano”.

El Ing. Jos¢ Domingo Pérez, presidente
de la Asociacion de Contratistas Generales
de Puerto Rico, tuvo frases de elogio para
el Dr. Pesquera, por el enfoque que ofrecio
a la matricula de la institucion que preside.

Generales, durante la reunién almuerzo de la matricula del AGC.
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Federal funding pledge sought for Tren Urbano

Pesquera ‘confident’
U.S. government will
approve $280 million

By ROBERT FRIEDMAN

STAR Washinglon Huean

WASHINGTON Transportation and
Public Works Secretary Carlos Pesquera
said Tuesday he was “very confident”
that the federal government would autho-
rize in 1996 some $280 million over five or
six years for Puerto Rico to build Tren
Urbano

A funding pledge could be obtained
next year when the ISTEA (Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act)
comes up for re-authorization for five or
six years, the secretary said

ISTEA's current authorization runs
from 1991 to 1997

“We will be looking for a full funding
grant agreement, which will mean that
Congress is willing to federally assist the
project” over the time it takes to build it,
Pesquera said

He said the commonwealth govern-
ment will press to get the agreement
before construction starts in the summer
of 1996. Plans are for the 11.8-mile system

which will run between Bayaman, Rio
Piedras, Hato Rey and Santurce — to
begin operating in 2002.

If Puerto Rico does receive the full
funding agreement, the money will still
have to be appropriated annually.

The Puerto Rico government is hoping
that the federal funds will pay for one-
third of the light rail project for metro-
politan San .Juan. The commonwealth,
which earlier put the cost of Tren Urbano
at $930 million, now says it will total
$965.7 million

The $280 million would be added to
other federal grants the commonwealth

Photo special to the STAR by Louise Krafft

hopes to receive for the project to total
some $320 million. The local government
would invest some $393 million and the
rest of the funding would come from
“innovative financing” involving the pri-
vate sector and is still in the planning
stages, Pesquera said.

He made his remarks in an interview
before testifying at a hearing of the
House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Transportation. Pesquera asked the panel
to appropriate $35 million for the design-
ing, planning and relocation stage now
going on.

Last year, a House committee autho-
rized $40 million over two years, but the
island wound up with only $5 million
from House-Senate conferees. Pesquera
asked Tuesday for the remaining amount.

Pesquera said the project was getting
bipartisan support in Congress. The latest
key legislator to come on board is Rep.
Bud Shuster, R-Pa., chairman of the
House Infrastructure and Transportation
Committee. In a visit to the island in
February, Shuster called the project “im-
pressive” and “very worthy."”

Shuster is pushing legislation that will
take transportation trust funds out of the
federal government's general budget.
This would mean that the some $19 billion
in the trust fund, obtained through gas
taxes, could be used solely for transporta-
tion projects.

Transportation and Public Works
Secretary Carlos Pesquera, left, and
Resident Commissioner Carlos Rot
mero Barceld walk the halls of the |
U.S. Capitol on Tuesday on their way
to a hearing of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on
Transportation. r

e s
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UPR se une al proyecto

Por Odalys Rivera

D E D «+ A4 L © G O

studiantes y profesores de tres escuelas
graduadas de la Universidad de Puerto
Rico (UPR) participaran en el disefio del
«Tren Urbano», considerado como uno
de los proyectos mds importantes de este
siglo, segun informo a Didlogo el secreta-
rio del Departamento de Transportacién
y Obras Publicas (DTOP), Carlos 1. Pesquera.

Se espera que en los proximos cinco anos,
cincuenta alumnos de las escuelas de Ingenieria,
Arquitectura y Planificacion de la UPR partici-
penenel proyectode intercambio junto con otros
cincuenta jovenes del Massachusetts [nstitute of
Technology (MIT),
quienes deberan orien-
tar sus trabajos de tesis
en torno a problemas
relacionadosconla pro-
puesta del tren.

La iniciativa,
que responde a un
acuerdo entre la UPRy
MIT, cuenta conelapo-
yodel Departamentode
Transportaciony Obras
Piiblicas y del grupo de
consultoresencargados
del Tren Urbano que se
han comprometido a
empleardurante los ve-
ranos a los estudiantes participantes.

Los profesores Antonio A. .Gonzélez, Benjamin
Colucci y Felipe Luyanda del Departamento de Inge-
nieria Civil de la Escuela de Ingenieria del Recinto
Universitario de Mayagiiez (RUM); Anibal Sepulve-
da, de la Escuela Graduada de Planificacién; y Esteban
Sennyey, de la Escuela de Arquitectura del Recintode
Rio Piedras, supervisaran la colaboracion de la UPR.

Pesquera indico que el proyecto suple la necesidad
del DTOP de utilizar al maximo los recursos locales y
de servir como puente para la transferencia tecno logi-
ca a lugares menos afortunados en Ameérica Latina.

El Secretario, que proviene de la facultad de inge-
nieria del RUM, destacd que la UPR no podia perma-
necer al margen del proyecto, maxime cuando un
esfuerzo de esta envergadura requiere del «insumo»
de diferentes comunidades.

El doctor Antonio Gonzalez, uno de los principales
promotores de la iniciativa, no descartd que en un

Carlos |. Pesquera, secreta-
rio del DTOP [foto por Rk
cardo Alcaraz]

Universitarios
participan

en el Tren
Urbano

Un conjunto diverso de profesores
universitarios y estudiantes participan en
el proceso de disefio y planificacion del
tren urbano. [11]

futuro puedan incorporarse al programa estu-
diantes de otras disciplinas como Economia y
Sociologia. El profesor del recinto mayagueza-
no describié la experiencia como una oportuni-
dad dnica para impartir educacion de otra ma-
nera y destaco la interaccion que el proyecto
propicia entre los futuros ingenieros, planifica-
dores y arquitectos. De hecho, informé que el
primer grupo de estudiantes de MIT viajé a la
isla durante el mes de diciembre.

Gonzélez indico que ya para el proximo mes
se darén nuevas solicitudes para el taller que se
celebrara durante el verano en el MIT. Un comi-
té evaluador seleccionara los candidatos de
acuerdo con las referencias que presenten y con
su ejecucion académica.

El grupo de los primeros diez estudiantes lo
componen: Carmen Gonzalez y Ariel Félix, de
Planificacién; Luis Moreschi, Jessica Granell,
Javier Irizarry, Edgar
Rodriguez y Miguel Pellot, de
Ingenieria; y Susana Lopez,
Rafael Félix y José Irizarry de
Arquitectura.

Enlostalleresenel MIT estos
iovenes participaron en char-
las académicas y conocieron
la oficina del tren urbano en
Boston. Los emprendedores
estudiantes no se conforma-
ron con esto y varios de ellos
visitaron el tren de Caracas
para tener otro marco de refe-
rencia.

Entre los trabajos de estos
estudiantes figuran: Evalua-
cién y analisis sobre caracte-
risticas de operacion y servi-
cios relacionadas a los siste-
mas de trenes; Identificacion
de materiales no convencio-

Parte del equipo universitano ko integran (desde la izquierda): el profasor Esteban Sennyey y Rafael Félix,
de Arquitectura; Arel Félix, Cammen Gonzalez, y el profesor Anibal Sepuiveda, de Planificacién; y José

Irizanry, de Arquitectura. [foto por Ricardo Alcaraz]

nales resistentes que podrian
usarse en la construccion del
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~del Tren Urbano

Los doctores Antonio Gonzalez (segundo a la izquierda) y Anibal Sepuiveda (cuarto en esa orden)
acompariaron al grupo al Metro de Caracas. [foto por Benjamin Colueci]

Profesores y estudiantes de la UPR y del MIT visitaron el Observatono
de Arecibo. [foto por Carmen Gonzilez]

| tren;Eltrencomoalternativa viable paralacongestion
vehicular en San Juan; La integracién de los carros
publicos y otros sistemas de transportacién que servi-
rian al tren; La integracion de las comunidades aleda-
fas a las estaciones de pasajeros; y La concepcion
estética en el disefio de las estaciones y sus entornos.

El profesor Sepuilveda, de Planificacién, destacd la
oportunidad queel proyecto ofrece a los alumnos para
estudiar la renovacién urbana que propiciard el tren.
Ademds resaltd que los jévenes incorporaran una
vision interdisciplinaria a sus trabajos de investiga-
<ion. Por su parte, el profesor Sennyey comentd que la
experiencia permitird a los estudiantes de Arquitectu-
ra descubrir otros campos de trabajo ademas del dise-
fio de edificios y puentes. Afiadié que aunque el
proyecto del tren no se desarrolle, la experiencia sera
una huella imborrable que preparara al pais para no
depender tanto de los consultores extranjeros,

A principios de siglo, Puerto Rico contaba con un
sistena ferroviario en toda la isla, pero éste fue elimi-
nado. La iniciativa actual intentara restablecer este
medio de transportacion pero sélo a nivel del area
metropolitana. Se espera que el proyecto, cuyo costo
se estima en $935 millones, esté listo para el afio 2001.

Wy
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He laments it was not included in the
plan to improve the intersection of the
Nadal expressway at P.R. 21, which
currently is under construction.

. “The missing link is far more impor-
tant than the intersection, but no one
knows about it. No one knows it was
supposed to be a short cut for heavy
traffic,” said Pagén, who's been practic-
ing family medicine in the area for more
than four decades.

Over the years, the strip and surround-
ing areas have become a dumping ground
for trash. This week, in fact, crews from
San Juan's Environmental Control De-
partment attempted to clear Calle Duina,
which was blocked by garbage, old appli-
ances and tires.

Residents of neighboring Fraser Street
said past efforts to clean it up, however,
have been quickly thwarted by nighttime
dumping. Signs warning of $100 fines for
littering are nearly buried by trash.

Pigs poking through trash is a common
site in the area. Neighbors say they come
from a pen someone set up in the open
land corridor.

STAR Graphic by Evelio Cortés

Residents say the strip, overgrown
with bushes and trees, attracts drug users
and criminals. One man, who preferred
not to identify himself for fear of reprisal,
said “he could write a book” on all the
crime that has touched him in the 38
years he has lived in the area, including
being stabbed.

Resident Jack Marrero admitted it
“takes guts to live here,” but is commit-
ted to waiting for the land to be devel-
oped, as was promised when he bought
his home 18 years ago.

Should the train come through, “I want
to sell my home for profit. One way or
another the area will have to go commer-
cial, Marvero said.

Public hearings on the Tren Urbano
are expected to begin in April after the
draft environmental impact statement is
published in the Federal Registry and the
public has had a chance to review it. The
statement includes the preferred route
alignment. .

Construction is expected to begin
sometime next summer and last five to
six years.
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STAR photo by Humberto Trias Jr.

Dr. Victor Pagan shows off the huge piles of garbage that litter a corridor of
government-owned land near P.R. 21 and De Diego Avenue in San Juan. The
land is expected to be used for the Tren Urbano project.
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Urban train project moving
right along

By MERIEMIL RODRIGUEZ

he draft of the environmental impact state-

ment on Puerto Ricos billion-dollar mass-tran-
sit rail system, the urban train, appears in the
Federal Register on March 24 The
Commonwealth Department of Transportation &
Public Works will then have 45 days to get the
community input to produce the final document
required to seek the $300 million in federal funds
needed for the project.

So it is not surprising that the team working on
the urban train office at the old Blue Cross build-
ing in Hato Rey is burning the candle until late in
the evening. The project is poised to become a
model for the entire LS

Not only will this train help alleviate part of the
traffic congestion that threatens to turn the San
Juan metropolitan area into a giant rush-hour traf-
fic bottleneck, but it also will create 15,000 jobs
during construction and 400 permanent jobs when
the first of four phases is finished in 2001, local
Transportation Secretary Carlos Pesquera told
CARIBBEAN BUSINESS.

The environmental impact statement has a press
embargo until Friday, so Pesquera would not com-
ment on it. He did say that having the draft of the
document, which was revised and accepted by the

use will be in accordance to what is planned for
the areas There are no habutats of rare or endan-
gered species in the area and there 15 onlv one
archaeological site. in Rio Piedras. However ali
these specifics will be discussed at the community
hearings

The train route begins in Bavamon near the
main business district and ends in Santurces
Sagrado Corazon sector with 16 stops in urban
sports, government, learning and residenual sec-
tors and public transportation transfer centers
Development is taking into account environmen-
tal, land use, water and other important
such as the existence of any hazardous waste sites
along its path.

The train will travel at about 55 miles per hour
and cross two rivers, serving more than 100 000
people per day. A team of fare analysts will deter-
mine the cost of a ride, features and mode of pay-
ing the fare based on existing formulas for similar
trains elsewhere.

A Full Funding Grant Agreement between Puerto
Rico and the U.S. government will enable the
urban train to become a full participating program
in federal funds. The train has already received $5
million in planning funds, and Pesquera is seeking
$20 million for the 1995-96 fiscal year. At the
same time, the urban train is being positioned for

ractors

Federal Transportation Administration, sets the
stage for two days of public hearings during the
first week of April.

Pesquera also outlined a timetable of events that
will lead to getting what is called a Record of
Decision from the U.S. government in November
that will qualify the project to get federal funds for
construction and right-of-way acquisitions. Land

The first phase of the urban train will extend from Bayamon to Santurce.

inclusion in the federal Intermodal Surface
Transportation Act when it is revised in fiscal year
1996-97

“Part of the funds for the urban train will come
from this legislation that s revised about every six
years," said Pesquera, who recently testified before
the U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Transportation. "Our efforts are now centered on
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Office of the Urban Train in the former Blue Cross
building on Central Avenue in Hato Rey

obtaining the long-term federal funding ”

The urban train group also is working on the
procurement guidelines to ensure that Puerto Rico

contractors have an opportunity to bid for the jobs
available. “Construction will be done to coordinate
the technical aspects so that some of the legs of
the train route can be tested,” Pesquera said.
Construction is due to begin in the summer of '96.

In 1993, the project was selected as one of four
turnkey demonstration projects by the Federal
Transportation Administration. Several alternatives
were considered besides the train, such as adding
more buses, but this would only add to the conges-
tion, it was decided. ®
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Public. urged to .-
-voice its opinion’
. on the project

15 By susan THURSTON .
o { Of The STAR Staf

¢ The Department of Transportation
and Public. Works on Friday released

1" the Draft Environmental Impact -

{ i Statement for the Tren Urbano, setting

the wheels in motion for the public to

comment on the project. :

{" Residents areé encouraged to nge

i* their input either by mail or in’ person ”'

1.
1:

£ Pifiero Avenue.
- Coples of the. report are available ati%
. publlc [brarjes or. at. 'l‘ren Urbano.:r

Patricio Plaza or Rfo Hondo Plaza
~ through' May" 15, when all comments
_are due. -0 ol et 2

Transportation Secretary Carlos
tE Pesquera said the release of the 1%- ..
'# inch thick preliminary impact state- -
ment marks a shlft in gears in the

“wed l,“,-s

i at a public hearing set from 2 to 9 p.m.A¥™
< April 27 at the Tren Urbano offices onlw.

" exhibits 'at Plaza Las Améncas, San. =

H

. Tren Urbano.,l

: workg,!qz i 2GRS vt vinow eqv SRS T

" federal funds will pay for one-third of .

3 inflation over the next several years..: o .

! ferred route — it would cost atother ,
- $150 million, Pesquera. said. T

RUARCRS 4-uw i u

VoW b (2 #itas e

_ project, wluch has been in the concep-

" tual stages for more, than 25 years: ..
“People for the ﬁrst time will be: .

able to find out if their homes.will be underground segment of the project. .

affected,” ‘said P&quera o N ‘l‘lhe r:;s; would be o8 ground level or
The plan calls for a 12-mile. llght-» qcevated.

rail system connecting Bayamén, Rio . .., While more expensive, transporta:”’

Piedras, Hato Rey and Santurce. It's ¥ tion officials maintain going through, -

been touted as’a key to “solving the , Rfo’ Piedras would  better imgrot\l:e

metropolitan area's traffic-woes. ... ..~ ' 'access to the town center.and the

. ‘Transportation officials aré hoping - ‘l\':l'::::zrsgl’;'r)e:i E;;::go :Rico than, the-.

77 “Transportation-wise it's” much bet-
ter to go through Rfo Piedras,” P
. quera sald. Yy vt} ga i UN
.« ¢ They also prefer a mid-block allgn-—
. ment that runs. parallel tq,Ponce, de ot
: Leén, as it, will affect feyer busingss-iy:
- es, The alternative plan o go directly «N
i underneath Ponce, de Ledn would re:;.s
{ quire: dwtroying :several buildings:¢ &£,

: Fred Salvucei, former Secretary of::rm
Transportation in Massachusetts who's
' now serving'as a Tren, Urbano consul:y ¥
: tant, said these commercial buildmgs. 3o
#"would_probably. never; be rebuilt,:as.%

. their clientele would find other places® ¢3
to'go during the’ construction, & »rhnud

the $965.7 million project. The local
government is expected to_kick in...
some $393 million, with the rést com—'°-
ing from other. sources involving the "
private sector, _Which are stilLin theai

N 236k
“The price, earller stimated at 3936 .
milllon. takes int6 account the cost of

Based on:1992-dollars,. the cost was-:
calculated at ., $768_milllon: b wn= . na !
““The'$965.7 fhillion ptice tag calls for
passing the train down Mufoz Riverds, -
Avenue. Should; the, train go through‘. R
the center of.Rio Piedras — the- ‘pre-

5 <
The stretch through Rfo Piedras,
HER ™~

3 ment will affect a few stofes along the m“
. way, but we'll havé’a- better‘chance i

pact rep,ortmreleased

et

~ “Going: with- thet mid-block: align- %23

R R T )

~ elther along Poncé dé Le6a’ Avenue ETmE everydne will survive ‘the construction ,
an alternative route east and parallel ' "'Pfoceﬁg ‘and ™ afterwards come. out
to Ponce de Leén, would be thé only ? i ahead, Salvucci ‘said.

Public Input will help dterming

“** which path is taken, Pesquera said, A
. decision on the alignment will be made

by August,. when- the. final- Environ. -

-3 mental Impact Statement is submitted -

_to the US. Department of Transporta--
tion’s Federal Tramsit Adml.nistration

12
woonig Approval of the final 'sthteinent is

expected in- November, after whlc!r

v {:gzral eef;:g‘sf cai:he be spjgnt to acquire i
o or;

36 A ford tSchduled R

"*mer of 1996 with an o)

nstruc- ;*
gin in the sum-

date
go,- 2001, 5. 2¥T zs-sugw:u?% w4
Cotruction would ‘start-along the-
south stretch from Bayamén to:Rfo-
Piedras, »~« where a significant portion-
l“l.he\ right-of-way already has been
Jaside;. 1" would also involve con- -

. stmg}lon “of the train yard. ' .
| Threg focations have been identified '
d for the yard. the Luchett! site at the
I far 'west énd of the route in Bayamén s

industrial park near the Goya factory

and the' Department of Cotrections ™

Detent.!on Center; the Hogar ‘del Niilo
Plpase .see TRAIN Page 10

o
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Train

site just west of P.R. 19 near Torrimar
and Garden Hills; and the Metropolitan
Bus Authority site south of P.R. 21 near
the Veterans Hospital and Centro Médico.

Should the yard be built at the Hogar
del Nito or MBA locations, a 2.3-kilome-
ter stretch from the Bayamoén Center and
Luchetti stations would be eliminated, at
a savings of $30 million to $40 million.
These savings could be invested in the
underground Rio Piedras project, Pes-
quera said.

Transportation officials prefer the Ho-
gar del Nido site, which is owned by the
Puerto Rico Land Administration and
used by the Juvenile Institutions Admin-
istration as a detention center.

Getting residents’ support may be diffi-
cult, however, considering the use of the
land has been debated for more than two
decades. Plans to develop the land as a
commercial center or high-density hous-
ing have been thwarted.

Tren Urbano officials see the yard as
an opportunity for residents to settle the
issue once and for all. They maintain
measures to minimize impact of the yard
on the surrounding communities should
offset any reservations residents may
have. |

“Tliey have a chance to have the
uncertainty replaced by certainty,” said
Pesquera, who grew up in the area.
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Respalda el tren urbano un senador democrata

LGADO defender el provecto en Washington v asi consegurr los Puerto Rico
DIA . fondos federales necesarios para su construccion.

- En una breve visita a la Isia el senador democrata senalo
FLOTRESN 1 rhang recibie aver o respaldo del senador que el Congreso debe considerar ef provecto del Tren Urba-
Rt JHien e conmpromet an el gobierno local en no como un desarrollo que podna solidificar la economia en

“Creo que 21 Congreso ~a 1 .
l0s problemas que aun a0 s han o
podnan resoly rque ostan cor
desarrollo™. esp wo Kerry, @
chusets, quien forma parte del «
+ Transponacion ¢n <l Senado J

*Si1 estan preocupados con la Se
empleos. a la vez que se fortalezca la economia que as
las personas a decidir sobre el futuro de Puerto Rico,
un proyecto :mporante a desarrollar”. senalo

Carlos |. Pesquera, secretano de Iransponacion v Obras
co o r Publicas, se reumiod aver con Kermy en un hotel de San Juan
donde discutieron la viabilidad del p 0 urbano
I : :I i t I recortes pre-

Kerry. quien descnbio como ‘:slup-d;v{ l
Esta comprobado que el uso de colbor en los anuncios atrae
inmediatamente la atencion del consumidor.
Con los colores rojo. verde y azul las Paginas Amarillas
destacan informacion valiosa sobre tus productos, servicios, '}
horarios, precios y mucho mas. ‘

Paginas Amarillas, la informacion que te guia.

ITT & ([rss

Intermedia e

—_— . -
El senador, John Kerry, izquierda, conversa con Carics Pes-
quera, secretanc de Transportacion y Obras Publicas. an tomo
8 la importancia del Tren Urbano.

supuestanos planteados por ¢l Congreso los ulimos meses
senalo que se opondra a cualquier reduccion de fondos que
ponga en peligro los provectos Je transponacion urbana
especialmente si éstos amenazan la construccion del Tren
Urbano en los proximos anos.

PESQUERA sefalo que su administracion se encuentna
en la “ruta” de conseguir el Acuerdo de Fondns Totale
("Full Fund Agreement™). que destinana $300 millones v
tren, necesanos para la pnmera fase de construccion o
proyecio

Segun explico el Secretano Je T'ransportacion, el prosecto
va ha recibido fondos federales dos anos consecutivos. ade-
mas de que la Declaracion de Impacte Ambiental (DIA) se
encuentra en su etapa final. por lo que no duda que <« ¢
asigne ¢l presupuesto indispensable para su construccion

Si el Congreso no asigna los fondos miilonanos totales ¢l
proximo afo. cuando se plamifica dar inicio a la construc-
c16n del tren, el gobierno local se encargana de cabildear por
los fondos necesanos para ese ano v continuana sus gestio-

Para m
S nes el ado proumo. explico Pesquera

nformacion

llamanos al Hasta la fecha el Tren Urbano ha conseguido que se
: aprueben $5 millones para este anto. a los que se suman 83
-800-546-0828 millones adicionales que le' asigno Pesquera de la partida
nal federal que recibio en el 95 para la transportacion ¢n la Isla «
T3R.2828 ax1 357 | $7 5 millones para el ann praximo

2 Intemet | El costo del provecto se esuma en $965 millones que

podna aumentar con la inflacton de aqur al comenzo de!
| nuevo siglo. El tren recorrena |3 municipios en la 7ong

metropolitana de San Juan y transponana alrededor Jde
| 114.000 pasajeros de los 1.3 millones de residentes en ol
‘ area.

fvp @ canbe.net
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Sobre rieles el
Tren Urbano

FUNOR MULERO
I SNLEVO DIA

1
neF

WASHINGTON - Una conferencia congresional asigno ayer $7.5
' s« al Tren Urbano de Puento Rico para el ano fiscal 1996, informo

Subcomision de Transponacion de la Comision de Asignaciones de la
mary Je Representantes .
bt <egundo ano consecutivo en que el Congreso asigna fondos

r1 la fase de plamificacion v disefio de la pnmera fase del provecto
1o de Puerto Rico En 1995 le asigno $5 millones
imar + el Senado llegaron este ano a un punto medio. ya que (F]
b asignado $15 millones v el Senado no habia asignado m
v para 2| tren El costo total de la construccion de la
de airededor de $1.000 millones.
construccion de esa fase, cuvo trayecto corre desde
1amoen i Sagrado Corazon. pasando por Rio Piedras, esta pautado
ra ¢l serano de 1996
Fl secretano de Tr1nspnnacum v Obras Publicas de Puerto Rico.
sequera. expreso que “estov muy satisfecho. Llevamos dos anos
'ndos federales, tanto en un Congreso democrata (en 1994),
on un Congreso repubhicano (el actual)™. Adelantd que uulizard
an 1996 orros £10 millones federales. pero provenientes de la
regular para transpontacion que recibe su agencia
tas §5 miilones asignados expresamente para el tren el afdo
wquera uso ¢n ¢ tren otros $5 millones de fondos federales. La
v e st §10 millones, con los otros $18.5 millones que se utlizar-
Wk gievan a $28 5 millones la aponacion federal para la fase de

rmode a

PFSQUFRA DIJO que el prouime paso es someler la semana proxi-

=1L version finai de la Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental (DIA) a la
iministracion Federal de Transportacion (FTA). Una vez se publique
Registro Federal, ¢l publico nene 30 dias para presentar sus
Mentanos a la agenci
v DI o necesana para poder solicitarle a FTA que emita un
{00 e Fondos Totales (Full Funding Agreement). mediante el cual
en |'rhane pedra contar con el total de fondos federales que le

de Puerto Rico espera obtener es¢ compromiso f{ederal
1996 tras lo cual sohcitara $300 millones del gobierno
1l para financiar la tercera parte del costo de la pnmera fase de
F< colicitud se realizana cuando el Congreso revise, en

4 al Jle sistemas de transportacion. dijo Pesquera.
ger Al consorcio que construira el Tren se abnrd
396, un ano antes del imcio de la construccion. Se
s<te¢ firmado para fines de ano.

Arturo Camon dijo que la
perdida ge londos 938
repercutina
negativamente en la
sconomia.

Temor bancario a la

Por SOFIA MUNOZ
ESPECIAL PARA EL NUEVO DIA

FAJARDQO - A ia industna bancana se le retrasa-
na el recobro de préstamos si desaparecen los fon-
dos 936 debido a que esto provocara altos niveles de
desempleo entre las empresas.

Asi lo expresd Arturo Camon, el vicepresidente
ejecutivo de la Asociacion de Bancos de Puerto
Rico. quien, a su vez, explico que la pérdida de estos
fondos repercutifia en la economia y, por conse-
cuencia, en la banca que s un “reflejo de la econo-
mia”.

“Si los empleos se pierden como es muy probable
que se pierdan. entonces eso afecta la capacidad de
pago de! consumidor v en la medida que esto se
afecta, se afecta la capacidad de cobro del que le
presté el dinero”, aseguré Camon. Es decir. s1 una
persona tiene un prestamo v queda desempleado la
capacidad que esta va tener de repagarle al banco va
a ser reducida o casi mimma. anadio.

De la misma manera, las tasas de interés de los
prestamos subinan si derogan la Seccion 936. Con
estos fondos las tasas son mas baratas pero, de no
existir estos fondos los bancos se venan en la obliga-
c1on de aumentar sus tasas, sefald Camon.

CARRION HIZO sus expresiones duranie la
241a. Convencion de la Asociacion de Bancos de
Puerto Rico llevada a cabo en el Hotel El Conquis-
tador de Fajardo

Por otra parte. si desaparece la Seccion, los présta-

reaccion en cadena

mos mpotecanos, comerciales « inanctamiento
a4l gotierno que hace la industna hancana
jos 936 tendnan que ser sustitwidos por i
caros, dijo Camon

Los fondos 936 son “prestados” por los hancos a
la economia con intereses razonables pero. sin em-

hargo. si los mismos desaparecen totalmente la in-
dustna bancana se vena obhigada a buscar “sustitu-
t0s” para éstos, los cuales van a cer mas caros.

exphea Camon. “El que va a pagar i precio de esos
fondos mas caros es el consumidor, [lamese comer-
clante. duento de una hipoteca. 0 gobierno- ¢sos son
los consumidores principales de =sos fondos-". dijo

La Seccion 936 del Cédigo de tas Internas
Federal podna ser eliminada dentro de un penodo
de seis o de diez anos. El jueves la Comision de
Finanzas del Senado estadounidense aprobo la re-
forma contnbutiva de la mavora republicana que
incluve la derogacion de la 936 ¢n se1s anos

Por su pane. la Comusion de Medios v Arbitnos
de la Camara de Representantes propuso ¢liminar la
Seccion dentro de diez aos. 0 en 21 2005, Ambas
versiones seran consideradas en una conferencia cn-
tre ambos cuerpos para decidir cual s la que preva-
lecera o 51 se llegard a un acuerdo

MIENTRAS TANTO, la mdustna hancana ¢n
Puento Rico se prepara para quc los efectos que esta
derogacion tenga en este sector no sean 1an negati-
vos. Sin embargo. hasta ahora no sc sabe exacta-
mente qué medidas se tomardn. cuando se tomaran
ni COMO s¢ tomaran. pero si se sabe que s¢ lienen
que llevar a cabo. indico Camon

Una cml'mnch congr“lonll asignd ayer !T 5
EFTERARAT 7ok

VO1 DIAJKALUER REFITAS
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El presidente serbio, Slobodan Milosevic, estrecha la mano
de su wimilar croata, Frani Tud|man, durante la reunion
celebrada ayer en la base a¢rsa Wnght Patterson, cerca de
Dayton. Ohio. Mientras abajo, dos mujeres se abrazan luego
de que una de eilas pudiera cruzar del lado serbio al lado
bosmo en Sarajevo.

Senales de paz
en el dialogo
serbocroata

JEA LA PAGINA 6

un ex candidato presidencial de Colombia

Ajustes en
la ruta del

Tren |bgno

Varian algunos planes originales para la
construccion, segun la version final

‘| de la Declaracion de Impacto

" | Ambiental del Tren Urbano
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Arrollados
por el tren

Por WALDO D. COVAS QUEVEDO
DE_EL NUEVO DIA

LOS PLANES para la construccion del Tren Urbano
complaceran a algunos sectores que urgieron cambios en las
audiencias publicas y dejardn insatisfechos a otros, como
algunos residentes del drea de Torrimar, que s¢ oponian
tenazmente a una estacion alli,

Por otro lado, ¢l Gobierno dejd entrever la posibilidad de
que ¢l tren, que consiste de una ruta de 14 kildmetros entre
Ravamon v la Parada 26 en Santurce, pueda llegar poco
Jdespues del ano 2001 hasta el Centro Gubernamental de
Minillas, aunque ha sido excluido de la Declaracion de
Impacto Ambiental (DIA)

Entre los nuevos detalles de la DIA figura que el costo de
construccidn de la primera fase del proyecto ya va por los
$1.111 6 millones v se espera que ¢l aparato consuma $6.38
millones anuales en electncidad v entre $27.8 y §38.8 millo-
nes en su operacion anual,

La version final de la Declaracion de Impacto Ambiental
el Tren Urbano de San Juan estard disponible a parur de
hoy luego de revisarse tras el proceso de comentarios publi-
205 ¢l documento preliminar divuigado en marzo de 1995.
La DIA final es un requisito indispensable para la estratcgia
de! DTOP de cabildear a nivel federal para conseguir la

aagnacion del equivalente de una tercera parte del costo del [

DreCto

¥1. SECRETARIO de Transportacion y Obras Publicas.

arloc | Pasquera, sefald que su departamento evaluo los
plant=amientos de las comumdades que se afectan por el
~rovecto + moadifico algunos aspectos. pero dejé otros segun
~hficado o

f atee lne aspectos que quedaron segun propuesto por el
DIOP 3 pesar de 'a oposicion de algunos miembros de la
omumdad. figuran la estacion del tren en Tommar v la
wiacien subterranea de Rio Piedras en la avemda Ponce de
[eon. sntre fas calles Arzuaga y Robles.

Algunos residentes del area de Tormmar se oponen tenaz-
mente 1 una estacion del Tren Urbano en su vecindario.
\unque sste atraviese de todos modos por el sector entre las
2<taciones de Jardines de Caparra y Las Lomas.

\ientras. vecinos de Rio Piedras expresaron su preocupa-
c1on de que la estacion subterranea en el corazon del casco
de su pueblo se convierta en una guarida de maleantes ante
2! rapido detenoro del rea, especialmente por las noches.

Entre los ajustes que hizo el DTOP a la Declaracion
preliminar de Impacto Ambiental figura la reubicacion de
Ins talleres de mantenimiento de los trenes. la que serd
‘nealizada cerca del Hogar del Nifo en Guaynabo mas lejos
iel area residencial v ubicados entre las viviendas y los ricles
fe almacenaje del tren para ocultarlos visualmente.

I.a operon de los talleres de Mantenimiento en Guaynabo
shmino pane de la ruta que necesitaban éstos, si eran csta-
crdos en el sector industrial Luchetti. cercano a la fibnca
de la Gova.

aunque la version es final. el publico tendra hasta el
proumo 6 de dictembre para consignar sus comentanos
respecto al documento publicado hoy.

PESQUERA EXPLICO que aun quedan cuatro procesos
Jue se desarrollan simultaneamente: dos a nivel federal y
Anc 2 mivel insular. Los locales son la Consulta de Ubicacion
fel Proyecto v el Plan Vial de Puerto Rico, los cuales dingird

N UEV O DI A-.VYI!IERNESIOD

EL MUEYO DIAJTITO GUZMARN

la Junta de Planificacion y se anucipa que s¢ concluyan a
principios del ado eotrante. EIl DTOP tambi¢n uene que
cumplir con los requisitos federales del Departamento fede-
ral de Transportacion (DOT) y el Departamento del [nterior
en un documento v con la Ley federal de Preservacidn
Histdrica, que requiere que la Oficina de Preservacion His-
torica de Puerto Rico v el Conailio Asesor Federal de Preser-
vacion Historica apruebe los planes relacionados con el
proyecto. El DTOP espera completar los requisitos de estas
leyes federales para fines de ano, segun el Secretario.

Si las autondades federales aprucban la Declaracion de
Impacto Ambiental y ¢l acuerdo entre el DOT y ¢l DTOP y
los documentos de preservacion histonca. la Agencia Fede-
ral de Transporte Colectivo (FTA) podria emutir lo que ¢n
- e - -

inglés s¢ conoce como el Record of Decision, gue sigmitica
que se pueden comenzar a gastar las asignaciones federales
segun Pesquera

Sobre la estacion de Tommar, el Secretano indico que
algunos residentes apoyan pero otros rechazan de cualquier
manera; Pesquera explicd que =l DTOP desarroilara una
sene de provectos de Carreteras que seriran a personas gue
usan la Avenida Ramirez de Arcilano como una wia para
llegar de sus casas a sus trabajos

LAS OBRAS, que segiin Pesquera. se desarrollaran poco
antes del ado 2001, cuando comenzara operaciones el Tren
Urbano. permitiran que ¢l DTOP construya un bulevar en
la Ramirez de Arellano con materos v otros medios que
reduzcan la via a dos camles y obliguen a los conductores &
manejar a menor velocidad. quitindole mucho de su atract-
vo para atajar por alli a los residentes de otros sectores

Sabre el Area de Rio Piedras, donde uno de los residentes
advirtié hace unas semanas en una audiencia publica que la
estacidn subterranea entre las calles Arzuaga v Robles ser-
ra de antro a los delincuentes que campean por el lugar &n
las noches. Pesquera aseguro que €sta contara con ilumina-
c1on v segundad.

Igualmente. repii6 que el DTOP intentand que los comer-
c10s que seran desplazados temporeramente durante la cons-
truccion vuelvan a sus edificios cuando concluya el proceso
Vanos de los residentes se habian expresado preocupados
con la posibilidad de que megauendas o cadenas comerciales
aprovecharan el desplazamiento para ubicar locales que -
bligaran al cierre de farmacias y mercados tradicionales

SEGUN LA Declaracion de Impacto Ambental, el
DTOP también accedié parcialmente a reclamos del Colegio
de Arquitectos y del Recinto de la Universidad de Puerto
Rico. para dejar disefadas estaciones del tren en la avemida
Domenech v frente a la UPR. aunque no se construiran ¢n
la pnmera fase del proyecto.

.- El'Tren
i Urbano
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Urban Train impact ‘minimal’

Impact statement shows system would displace about 900 islanders. page 3

Final
o farewell

The coffin of
Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak
Rabin lies in
Jerusalem's
Mount Herzl
cemetery
Monday. From
right, Dutch
Premier Wim
Kok, President
Clinton,
Egyptian
President Hosni
Mubarak, U.N.
Secretary
General Boutros
Boutros Ghali,
German
Prasident
Roman Herzog,
German
Chancellor
Helmut Kohl,
Britain’s Prince
Charles, British
Prime Minister
John Major and
Franch
Prasident
Jacques Chirac.
Pages 14-15

= —
Rosselld to call special session = BUSINESs | BogtroLio
et B o ot the reguiar sessis “pant, | | Kmart asks | } Calvin Klein’s
' | help to avoid | | latest sexy ad
| ‘slipped by’

Governor may alter tax proposal

Rossello to meet with private group opposing his
economic alternative to Section 936. Page 8

|
Company asks lenders | | Manufacturer Wachner
for patience if debt } i denies approving ad

rating falls. Page B21 l artwork. Page 27

i
‘, defaulting
l
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But system would
d|splace about 900
residents, workers

By LAURA RANDALL

A Tre STAS Sutt

The proposed Urban Train would have
mumimal™ impact on the environment
and save San Juan metropolitan area

mmuters about 9 million hours in trav-
el time per year according to the long-
awaited Environmental Impact
Statement on the $1.1 billion light rail
system

‘The report was scheduled to be re-
leased to the public today

However. it 15 likely to inconvenience
nearly 400 residents and more than 500
workers by displacing them from their
homes and jobs
i Direct roadway expansions resulting
from the train’s construction would lead
ta the removal of 82 housing units and 52
commercial buildings along the 12-mile
train route that begins in Bayamén Cen-
ter and ends at Sagrado Corazom in
Santurce

A total of 388 people from areas of
Jardines de Caparra. Torrimar. Rio Pie-
dras and near San Juan Judicial Center
would be displaced from their homes,
according to the impact statement.

The statement also concluded that
more than 500 area jobs would have to be
temporarily moved due to the rail sys-
tem’s construction

In Hato Rey. businesses affected in-
clude several commercial buildings and
the Metropolitan Shopping Center. At the
Centro Medico Station site. the Hogar
CREA clinic. several government offices
and a Center for Disease Control building
will be taken over by construction crews

Several retail businesses and offices
will be taken from Torrimar. the Sports
Complex. San Allonso and near the Judi-
cial Center No residents or businesses
will be displaced in the Bavamon area

Under Federal Transportation Author-
iy guidelines for relocation and real
property acquisition. al! dispiaced resi-
dents would be ehgible for replacement
or rentai assistance of up to
Businesses with displaced em-
plovees would be eligible for re-establish-
men: expenses of up to $10,000

More than a thousand parking spaces
in the busy areas of Bavamon Medical
« i rsity of Puerto Rico at Rio
ras anc the San Juan Judicial Center

LocAL NEws

Urban Train impact labeled ‘minimal’

s
[Icaetey

Urban Train

San
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. Ry
Dispiacaments by Urban Train
More than 300 resigents could be displacea by
the Urban Train, as well as mare than
in buildings temporarily filled by const
crews Relocabon heip will ¢ availab g
4 stop-Ly-510p breakdown of dsplacements |
that could occur. |

n Two resdental duidings may be axen {

E Five single-tamily homes. 16 resigents
Two retail businesses. four empiayees

n 26 residental buildings, 43 resigents
Four retail and otice buildings, 18 obs

n 38 housing units, 122 residents
Five commercial buildings 48 jobs

Five non-resigential buiidings, incluging
Hogar Crea chinic ang several govern:
ment offices. 47 003

n One gas staon. 4 jobs

Sox residential unfts, with 13 resigents
may be taken

ﬂ 15 residential unis i 11 buildings
48 residents. Exght non-resudential
busdings and one partal bulding. %0 jobs

One resigental unit, three resicents
Seven commercial buildings. including
Metropolitan Shopping Center, 232 jobs

Former Payco e cream pant and
warehouse. both vacant. on Chardon Street

|

would alsc be eliminated due to construc-
tion, the impact statement found. Of
those, the study estimated that 500 would
be replaced once construction is
completed

The statement concluded that con-
struction of the Urban Train's Rio Pie-
dras station will not impede UPR'’s plans
to build in the same vicinity a 49.200-
square-foot University Plaza that will
feature classrooms, commercial services
and housing for 2.600 students. Both are
scheduled for completion in 2001

The final environmental impact state-
ment on the rail system was scheduled to
be released o government agencies. af-
fected municipalities and the general
public today

It was prepared by an independent
consulting firm and must be approved by
the Federal Transit Administration,
which Transportation and Public Works
Secretary Carlos Pesquera said last
month he expects by December

The transportation authority is hoping
to receive about one-third of the project’s
funds from the federal government. Last
month. House and Senate conferees

agreed to give the project $7.5 million for
engineering and design work.

The other two-thirds of the train's
funding will come from transportation
authority revenues and Federal Transit
Administration capital funds. according
to the impact statement

Other findings of the impact statement
include

B The 1.3 million San Juan area resi-
dents make 3.2 million trips per day, a
figure that is expected to increase by 45
percent — to 4.6 million — by 2010.

B An estimated 114.492 will use the
train every day, with the largest concen-
tration — 20 percent — from Bayamén.

B On a systemwide basis, 55 percent of
Urban Train users would armive at the
stations by pdblico or bus, 40 percent
would walk to the stations and about 5
percent would drive or Lake taxis Lo the
stations However, 90 percent of commut-
ers would continue to use cars as their
primary source of daily transit

B The Urban Train will fnake up 2.7
percent of the island's public transit
markel. while the bus system will cap-
ture 3.9 percent and the publicos 2.7

STAR graphac Dy Gabrel Srue

percent. Piblico and bus service may br
expanded as a result of the new system

B The rail system will generate 527 ¢
to $38.8 million in annual operating cosi<
and employ 400 to 457 workers. Another
1715 jobs will be created indirectls
through manufacturing and service
industries

W In 1998 and 1999, the expected pe-
years for the rail system’s constructicn
the project will generate 17.100 to 1801
Jobs. This estimate is far lower than the
50,000 jobs Federal Highway Admimstri
tion director Rodney Slater predicted th
system would generate back in July

According to the impacl statement. th
government hopes to eventually exten
the rail system to Minillas. and eventua
1y to the west to Old San Juan and to ¢!
east to Isla Verde and the Luis Mun
Marin International Airport An exter
sion to Carolina 1s also planned during 1+
second phase of the project

On Nov, 22, the Transportation Depint
ment expects to announce which of 11
six international consortium firms will t
awarded the project's major constructior
contract *

Family ring tops Toledo’s list of expelled officers

By KARL jHVOVSS

Headlining the list of police officers
whose expuision orders Superintendent
=dro Toleda signed last week are two of
the Hernander Adorno brothers and a
paterna! uncle :mplicated 1n a Justice
Department sting operation into a Colom-
bian-ied drug- and arms-tralflicking ring

The police Legal Affairs Office on
Monday released the names of the eight
officers including those of Carlos and
Miguel Hernande: Adorno. and uncle
Jose Antomic Hernander Feliciano A
third brother serving on the Carolina

municipal police force. Carlos. was also
charged In connection with the investiga-
tion, code-named “Operation Tornado '

The brothers and their uncle allegedly
operated at the core of a ring of corrupt
police officers assisting Colombian traf-
ficker Antonio Depombo Cobo. who. ac-
cording Lo prosecutors. acted as a liaison
between the Cal: Cocaine Cartel and local
distributors, hopscotching shipments of
illegal drugs and frearms along the
eastern Caribbean and into Puerto Rico

Not all of the expulsions were related
te police corruption or official
misconduct

One of the reasons cited for Emilio

Flores Lozada’s dismissal was “living in
concubinage * The officer allegedly
showed up at the doorsteps of a live-in
girlfriend and forced her to turn over the
keys to a brother's car. as well as
Jewelry. Police officials reported he re-
turned the car several days later, but sold
the jewelry at a Barmo Obrero pawn
shop They said, moreover, an arrest
warrant was pul out against Flores Lo-
zada for mussing child support pavments.

Another officer. Luz Pérez Gonzalez,
was fired for allegedly defrauding US
Immugration and Naturalization Service
officials A letter notifying her of her

submitting false information. taking ill:
It payments and immoral conduct Ti«
letter notes that she lives in Levito
while her husband. Dominican-born A
dio De Los Santos Ruiz Castellano 1.
in Santurce

Officers belonging to the Hernann:
Adorne clan. meanwhile. were caugh'
the web of the Rossello administratior
largest probe into police corruption

Nine active-duty officers — including
member of the elite United Rapid Acti: -
Forces — and one former officer wi-
arrested for allegedly participating in 'h-

Please see COPS, Page 1.
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Tren Urbano primed to run throu

(This article is part of the Final Eavironmental Impact
Statement Execative Summary o Tren Urbano, San
Joan Metropalitan Area. Puerto Rico, November 1995 by
the U'S. Department of Transportation. Federal Transit
Administration and the Government of Puerto Rico
Department of Transportation and Public Works High-
way and Traosportation Auaibority

Tren Urbano Project Corridor

The proposed Tren Urbano project corridor extends
through three of the 13 municipalities (hat comprise the
SIMA  These municipalities are Bayamon. Guaynabo,
ind San Juan In this section. demographic data specific
0 the Tren Urbano project corridor, including existing
and future land uses, is presented.

Existing Land Use.

From west to east. and then to the north. the Tren
{'rbano project corridor encompasses the following 12
barrio sectors:

+ Juan Sanchez,Luchetti'
+ Bayamon Pueblo/Bayamon Centro
« Pueblo Viejo

« Tormmar

+ Monacillo Urbano

+ El Cinco

+ Rio Piedras

+ Universidad

+ Hato Rey South

* Hato Rey Central

+ Hato Rey North

« Santurce

Juan Sanchez. The Juan Sanchez sector is located in
the northern section of the Municipality of Bayamon.
Major land uses in this sector include Luchetti Industrial
Park in the northwest corner of the sector, and Fort
Buchanan in the northeast comer. Most of the sector is
owned by the US. Army. The sector also includes a
residential area and some undeveloped land. A portion of
this undeveloped land along the channelized Bayamon
River is dedicated to public use.

Bayamdn Pueblo. The Bayamon Pueblo sector consists
of the town center of Bayamon. Land uses within the
sector include a mix of medium-and high density residen-
tial, commercial, and public/institutional uses. Major
publicinstitutional uses. which dominate Bayamon
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Municipality of San Juan It is bounded on the west by
PR-i8 and on the east by PR-1 Luis Munoz Rivera
Avenue). A significant portion of this sector 13 owned by
the Umwversity of Puerto Rico (UPR) and remains
undeveloped. In the past. this undeveloped land supported
agricultural research, and it 18 reserved for the long
range expansion plans of the Botanical Gardens. The
UPR's Agricultural Experiment Station 13 located within
the sector, and includes a pilot rum facility operated by
the Agricultural Department. Residential developments
are focused at Antosanti, Belisa, Villa Nevarez, and
Ramon Nevarez. Commercial uses are clustered along
Luis Munoz Rivera Avenue. A public cemetery 15 located
between property owned by the UPR and PR-21

Rio Pledras. The Rio Piedras sectur is part of the City
of San Juan It is an important center of commercial
activity and public transportation (publicoes and buses).
There are sigmficant public spaces and buildings in Rio
Piedras: open spaces, a fruit and produce market. several
churches. a post office, public and private schools, and
the UPR. Land use is typically commercial at street-
level and residential on the upper floors. Buildings
generally range [rom two to six stories. Surrounding
residential areas are predomunantly low to moderate
income: student rooming houses are also prevalent.

Universidad. The Universidad sector is home to the
University of Puerto Rico, the largest public university in
Puerto Rico. The UPR is attended by approximately
18,000 students at the Rio Piedras campus. Supporting the
UPR are public/institutional and commercial uses which
dominate the sector, particularly along Lus Munoz
Rivera Avenue. Student housing and other residential
uses are scattered throughout the sector.

Hato Rey Soath. Hato Rey South, which is part of the
broader Hato Rey sector, is located along the western
side of Luis Munoz Rivera Avenue. Student residences
are found in Hato Rey South, and major housing
developments include University Gardens, Hyde Park,
Santa Rita. and Santa Ana. Commercial uses are abun-
dant along Luis Munoz Rivera Avenue.

Hato Rey Cemtral. As its name implies. Hato Rey
Central is located within the center of the broader Hato
Rey sector. In general. residential uses dominate this
central portion of Hato Rey and include the Baldrich,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Perez Morris, Floral Park, and El

c1

gh 3 municipdli’ries

Vedado neighborhoods However commereial and office
ises are concentrated along Luis Munoz Rivera Avenue

Hato Rey North. The Hato Rey North sector s
constdered to be the financial and husminess ‘heart’ ot
Puerto Rico 4s a result of the preponderance of major
local. national, and international hanks, the sector has
earned the name “"Milla de Oro” '(Goiden Mile) Evidence
of the financial focus of the sector includes the presence
of such banks as Banco Popular ("hase Manhattan Rank
Bank of Boston. Santander Bank. and Roval Bank. among
others [n addition, many major law firms and other
businesses have located their headquarters :n this sector

Federal and state government agencies are also in
abundance in the sector For example. the Federal Office
Building houses the local offices of such agencies as the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department of Com-
merce. Department of Housing and !'rban Development.
and the Soil Conservation Service. The State Administra
tion for Compensation Due to Automotive Accidents, the
Economic Development Admunistration, and the
Acuaexpreso Terrninal are examples of the local govern-
ment presence, Other government-related activities are
headquartered in the sector. such as the Association of
Central Government Empioyees and the Teachers Asso-
ciation, both of which occupy several buildings in the
vicimity of Luis Munoz Rivera Avenue.

Relatively new housing developments within the sector
include Parque Centro, Hato Rey Centro, and Jardines de
Arena A recreational center known as Plaza Acuatica 13
available to residents of the sector Light industrial uses
are concentrated at the Tres Mon)itas industrial park

Two new buildings to be rented as office;commercial
space have recently been constructed in the sector As a
result of this newly available space combined with space
vacated by tenants who have relocated to other areas to
avoid the traffic congestion in Hato Rey, vacaney rates in
the sector are currently fairly high

Santurce. The Santurce sector is part of the City of San
Juan and is physically separated [rom the Hato Rey
sector by the Martin Pena Channel on the south
Important institutional uses near Tren Urbano terminals
include a private university, a private hospital, the
YMCA, the water utility authority. and municipal offices.

Please see TREN, Page C-2

L corner of ¢tha - .

the northwes

Pnrtu;

L

Fueblo. include City Hall, municipal government offices, ';“ i
A municipal hospital. two publico terminals. a mumicipal Hlli‘_‘
sports complex, and a public housing development -
(Virgilio Davila) """"“

Paeblo Viejo. The Pueblo Viejo sector is located within e .
the municipality of Guaynabo and Is primarily residential e ot - -t &
\n character Housing in the sector ranges from high ~ ~ L a1
income to a low income area known as El Polvorin, a m 3 ~ i S
portion of which is located on the right-of-way reserved Fs - u u

for PR-21. Income of El Polvorin residents generally falls
below the poverty line. The Tren Urbano alignment
through this sector follows the right-of-way previously
reserved for PR-21 in the area of the Rio Bayamon
development.

Torrimar. Torrimar is a section of the Municipality of = - '
Guaynabo primarily comprised of closed- access moder- et el
ate and high income residential neighborhoods. Smaller
retail shops and muni-malls which primarily serve the -
surrounding developments are also located in the area, as B
well as a number of private schools.

Monacille Urbano. The Monacillo Urbano sector is it &
located within the boundary of the Municipality of San - L4
Juan Existing land uses include a mix of residential and e
public/institutional uses. Residential developments in-
clude Las Lomas. Reparto Landrau, Altamesa, Vista .
Hermosa, and Reparto Metropolitano. Three medical o=
facilities—Metropolitan Hospital, Centro Medico, and »
Veterans Administration (VA) Hospital- dominate the
sector and serve most residents of Puerto Rico. Centro
Médico, which is owned by the government. is the island's %
largest medical complex. A small amount of industrial
activity also occurs in the sector. Tren Urbano stations in
this area include Las Lomas, San Alfonso, De Diego, and
Centro Medico

El Ciaco. The El Cinco sector is located within the
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n of the award winming Ponce’s Regional
emwater Treatment PMant deep ncean autfall began
nth annonnced the Puerta Rien Aqueduct & Sewer
warherity (PRASA) recently

Ihe 330 million project to be constructed by Tampa-
©1end Mieoner Marine Construction Corp. s scheduled for

wiplotion n W menths - early 1998

~he ~ntfall sntarls the inatallation of nearly £90 lineal

~rere of pipeline on land. and some 3 768 meters beyond
we Pance Ray offshore into the Caribbean Sea The
ial) diffysers =il be located at a depth of an estimated
100 fpet This project alen romprises the construction of
in elflyent pumping station with a designed capacity for
1 mullion gallons of water per day (MGD).

In terma of length and depth this outfall is unique
wnrldwids * taid Dr Emilio M. Colon, PRASA’s Execu-
tium Director ‘Tt is the first of its kind to be built in the

aribhean and the second deepest in the world”

The praject =won the First Prize in the Engineering
Zndiea Category awarded by the New York Association
A tanenlting Engineers for engineering excellence

Thie antfall was denigned with every environmental

snearn in mind The installation of the diffusers this
tleep 400 feel minimiTes any snvironmental impact to
\he marine world both in short and long terms. This fact
crarantess that ance completed, the outfall will not be a
Sazard o this ever sensitive community

The Autfall is a medel of the Nation's first Integrated
“aviesnmental Management (IEM) solution to regional

cactewater dispotal requirements

PRASA builds deep ocean ou
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“This proves that a balance can be achieved between
man's nesds and nature’s resourcesq without creating
unnecessary threats to the snvironment,” added Colén

From its design stages. (he project has proven that it is
both technically (easible and environmentally sound It is
being constructed in lieu of secondary treatment facili-
ties in Ponce yet - it i3 of uimost impaortance o
emphasize that it will provide the equivalent in
treatment

Before the project’s design was completed. PRASA
conducted a series of complex and challenging investiga-
tions that included oceanographic. water quality, and
geological soil studies, as well as the hydrodynamic and
engineering areas.

In order to better understand discharge patterns in the
diffusers. a Virtual Reality Program (three-dimensional
computer model) was created by PRASA personnel, the
local firm Vicente, Heres & Lauria. and the stateside
company Malcolm Pirnie Inc. (See photo)

Another innovative step utilized in this project was
hiring a team of subconsuitants - all experts in their
fields - to develop the very best design of the outfall, and
the most convenient route. Underwater robots, micro-
wave positioning systems. remote-control cameras and
other state-of-the.art techniques were used throughout
the investigations phases. It is precisely this kind of solid
background - behind every step of the design - that
ensures PRASA that every piece of the pioneering project
is safe. feasible and meets both federal and local
wastewater disposal requirements
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From Page C-1
Tren

Residential land use is predominantly lower income
however. closest to the university higher income resi-
dences prevail. Street-level businesses account for 13
percent of the land use.

Hoesing and Howsebold Characteristics. Key demo-
graphic data about households In the three manicipalities
through which the Tren Urbano Phase | project passes-
San Juan, Guaynabo, and Bayamén- are presented in
Table 11-8. To provide an Indication of how the demo-
graphics of these three municipalities compare to those
\aland.wide, summary demographics for Prerto Ricoas a
whole are also presented

More than hall of the families (sland-wide live below

Ihe poverty line. In the three municipalities of San Juan, .

Guaynabo, and Bayamon, however, fewer lamilies live
below the poverty line, ranging from 37 lo 45 percent.
Almost three-quarters of families own their own homes,
except in San Juan where only 57 percent of the families
own their homes; this reflects the high population density
In San Juan and the general availability of rental units.
Sanitary housing is generally available throughout the
island. with higher percentages of housing with plumbing
{acilities and complete kitchen facilities found In the
three municipallities.

The lsland s fairly homogenous in terms of persons
bom in Puerto Rico; lsland-wide, only eight percent of the
population was bom In other than Puerto Rico.
This percentage is somewhat higher in the three muniei-
palities. and highest in San Jusn. The percentage of
persons over the age of 85 is highest In San Juan, at 14

percent.

How to get to Altos del Rio

Development Plans and Policies. The Puerto Rico
Planning Board is the agency responsible for establishing
development policy on the island. Planning goals are
accomplished through several mechanisms. One of these
mechanisms is the roning maps which embody the
Planning Board's land use controls. Urban Expansion
Plans also serve as roning/planning tools. In the SIMA
an aiready urbanized area, development is primarnly
controlled by zoning use areas. Special roning regulations
are available to implement government redevelopment
policies.

Relatively new housing developments within the sector
Include Parque Centro, Hato Rey Centro. and Jardines de
Arena A recreational center known as Plaza Acuatiea i«
available to residents of the sector Light industrial uses

re concentrated at the Tres Monjitas industrial park
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4 consortiums submit
bids for lead contract
of Urban Train project

Winner to supervise
construction, run
train for 5-10 years

3y MARIA SACCHETTI

* na 37AA Jnar

Four consortiums submitted bids for a
pivotal contract for the Urban Train on
Wednesday and the finalists will be an-
aoupced by Jan |3 Transportation and
Public Works Sacretary Carlos | Pes.
quera said Friday

The government hopes to announce a
ainner and sign a contract in April.
Pesquera said in a news conference held
in the Urban Train headquarters in Rio
Piedras, while traffic snarled under a
slick rain outside 2

Officials hope the Urban Train. a 106
mile light rail system planned between
Ravaman and Santurce, will alleviate
mirgeoning traffic jams in the oty

The winner of the contract currently
o for id will b a leading role in the
first supervising atl construction
ard 'ater running the train for five to 10

pare

arniaet

e

N U SHTH

ng the
et enn

won Anpefn
track, a
Tarrimar n
stalions

affice

first

{-mile streich
Las Lomas
A maimntenance vard and

piug
teen
Suilding. which =il house the
T'rhan Train admimstiration

The current !'rban Train headquarters
v teens T Pitern Avenue will he razed

srobahly after the wear 100, o sxpand
‘he jvenue, he said
The =iwnner ®iil also supervise six

nal contracts to build the rest of
rack. and will supply all the trains

Guaynabo

O'Neill maintains
former mayor left
town in shambles

8y MARTY GERARD DELFIN

S L]

Guaynabo Mayor Héctor O'Neill 1s
trving to fix” a lot of his predecessors
husiness dealings. and 1s finding himself
the target of lawsuits, complaints and
criticism

Two petitions for his removal from
oifice are being considered by the Munic-
ipal Complaints Commission. They were
filed by present and former municipal
contractors who say O'Neill acted im-
praperly and violated the terms of their
contracts

Defending his actions. the mayor main-

-tains that he 3 trying to orgamze his
municipality’s administrative affairs that
were left in shambles when he took over
after Aljeandro “Junior” Cruz died in

RANGSCETAT Iy v 03 s
L < __OTAcs
o s Fac-a T =
/ 3
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LA LocaL NEwWS
Lan |
for the system ™
rmment committees are oL -3
-~ a
™ [l
-al documents before they Ay
price estimates. he said U
Pesquera, after reviewing the ~ommit- R 8
tees proposals, will make the final 4
selection. _ N
The consorunms vying for the frst e O
contract include:
B Constructores Tren Urbano, led by
AEG Transportation Systems. Inc. and
ICF Kaiser Engineers. Inc Local mem-
ners include CMA Architects & Engineers !
and Las Piedras Construction Corp

@ Grupo Tren Urbano' led by Bombar-
dier. Inc. of Canada with local members
Fluor Daniel Inc.. and Caribbean Archi-
tects & Engineers

W Siemens Transit Team. led by Sie-
mens Transportation System of New Jer-
sey. Juan R. Requena Associates and
Alternate Concepts. Inc. Local members
\nclude Redondo Construction and Gui-
llermety, Ortiz & Associales

® Tren Urbano Consortium, with SNC-
Lavalin International Inc of Montreal.
1nd Breda Construzioni Ferroviarie Lo-
rals include Ray Architects & Engineers
and Rodriguez & Del Vaile inc

Pecquera said two of the six consor-
tiums originally invited to submut bids
dropped out. Puerto Rico Metro which
nciuded Lebron Associates. Atlas Rail-
rnad Construction Co. the Del Valle
Group and Bird-DEL SE. and Raytheon
Infrastructure Services-Kinkisharyo-Ito-
chu. both U S-based companies

The price tag of the nitial contract
ramains unciear. The cost has been esti-
mated between 3300 million and $400
million, but Pesquera cautioned that the

Please see TRAIN, Page 3

mayor target of lawsuits, criticism

1993

He asserted in an interview with the
STAR in June that Cruz didn't know how
to manage his municipality Supporting
his claim is a 1993 report from the
Comptroller’s Office that Cruz paid mil-
lions of dollars to 30 outside contractors.
consultants and advisers, without justifiy-
ing how the money was spent.

One of these consultants fingered in the
report was O'Neill himself. who. as may-
or. announced that he paid back the
municipality more than $17.000 the
Comptroller said he was overpaid when
he worked for Cruz in the 1980s. O'Neill
said while he disputes the Comptroller’s
findings. he paid the debt anyway to show
good faith.

The mayor went on to file a civil
lawsuit against Rep. Salomon Rondén
Tolléns in July for not making arrange-
ments to also pay back the municipality
what the representative reportedly was
overpaid. Rondén Tolléns was O'Neill's
opponent in the New Progressive Party
election for mayor to seek Cruz's replace-
ment. and the two will face each other
again in the Dec. 10 NPP primary for the

5TAR znotn T mLmBand Tas

Transportation and Public Works Secretary Carlos Pesguera presents ‘he ne-

logo for the Urban Train project.
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Transportation officials hope to have a life-size version of this model of the
Urban Train up and running in the year 2001.

mayor's election

This week. the Municipal Complaints
Commussion began hearing 3 case in
which O'Neill stopped payments to the
non-profit Guaynabo Economic Develop-
ment Corp over disagreements about a
204-unit low-income housing complex it
was building.

GEDECORP President Jesus Davison
Lampon said O'Neill took the action
without the Municipal Assembly's ap-
proval, and it has resuited in the corpora-
tion’s filing for bankruptcy Davison said
ne took the complaint to the commission
because ('Neill's decision affects 204 low-
income farmilies

The commuission is studying whether it
has jurisdiction over the case

In another case. a former contractor
Narciso Costa Alfaro. filed a lawsuit
against the municipality for charging him
more than $15,000 in construction excise
taxes hetween 1990-32. which had been
determined illegal by the Supreme Court

Costa Alfaro said he wants his money
back, but O'Neill isn't budging

Subsequently, Costa Alfaro also filed a
complaint against the mayor with the

Municipal Complaints
charging that O'Neill owes
ity more than he has paid
Although the Justice Dep
closed the case against O™Neil
paid the $17.000. Costa Alfaro s
his defense the Comptroilers

which states that ' Neijl owes m
$80.000
Throughout ‘'ms legal

Q'Neill 15 also bemng hit 3y 3 pf
libelous circular :hat has hwen
the so-called !'nited Progress
ment” of the NPP Central
Guaynabo The five-page
tled Hector O'Neil
Friends.” first began ung ear
this year and resurfaced racentiv in '
for the Dec 10 primary

The statement
of lawmakers ind person
or have been investigated
Included :s a3 opy f
taken of Hector 0 Neill
rnayor's son when ne was arces
charged with a transit
marijuana possessian

nes (Y Nl t

viodation
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4 vie for Urban"Train contract

Winning firm to supervise construction, run train for 5 to 10 vears. »ages

Sarajevo
‘peace
remains
elusive

Ema Maslahat, 20,
sits beside the
grave of her boy-
fnend Amer Bajic in
Sarajevo on Fnday
§| The Bosnian gov-
armment soidier
was killed in a battle
in Qctober. Bosnian
Serb leaders, mean-
while, tried to per-
suacde 'ocal Serbs in
Sarajevo to lay
down their arms and
| acceptthe U.S.-bro-
kered peace plan
that cbliges them to
cede control of their
territory. They

faced a tough
audience.

Page 14

AP Photoatresm

: | BL SINESS

Residents PORTFOLIO

of Corozal Boo-la, boo-la: U.S. budget deficit in October

resigned to Yale, Harvard drops 27.4% from year earlier
i . Spending rose on Social Security and Medicare. but fell

water woes i alumn! face Oﬂ 2 military and agricultural programs. Page B21

ASA has already spent (érads gathe';h in gato

£500.000 for improvements ey to see “The Game,” A . - -

and plans to invest = anntsal foathall Retailers elated; cash registers ring

another $4 million on contest between the Iv'y | Local merchants say sales were 3 to 10 percent higher

(Cibuco facility. "890 2 Leaguerivals. Page 18 on Friday as Yule shopping season kicks off ~ Page B21

Subscribe now to The San Juan Star 792-0433
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LocAL NEws
ing negotiations. federally funded. The rest
From Page 3 “We won't know the cost ]| beyspljl between the

until much later,” he said.

Train

The overall cost of the
train is estimated at more
than $1 billion, one third of
which officials hope will be

smount could change dur-

".—-"-'"-'IT - :
Furniture-Gifts-Lamps-Seatin

“en wfter T by mporTRent ody | XU Porer D Ledn e, Pamra Oe T 720522

commonwealth and the
private sector, he said

So far, however, Con-
gress has provided only
$27.5 million. inciuding $10
million in federal fiscal
year 1995 and $17.5 million
slated for fiscal year 1996,
which began Oct. |

Officials hope the trains
will be running by the year
2001
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2 anti-radar groups seek
government documents

Tha Assocated Press

Two groups opposing the installation of
a U.S. Navy radar have filed a a motion
in San Juan Superior Court to obtain
government documents on the project.

The United Front for the Defense of the
Valley of Lajas, where the Navy wants o
place the radar’s receiver system, and
the Committee for the Rescue and Devel-
opment of Vieques, where the transmitter
would be built, claimed the government
has ignored their requests for informa-

tion on the device.

This information is of vital impor-

Rodriguez files 2
low-income hous

By ™e STAR St

Citing a lack of low-cost housing for
the elderly, Sen. Charlie Rodriguez an-
nounced Friday he has filed two bills to
promote the creation of elderly housing.

Senate Bill 1273 would provide sweep-
ing tax breaks for people who create
housing to sell or lease to the elderly
after the bill is passed into law. Govern-
ment coffers won't suffer because “no-
body is building elderly housing,” he said

People who baild elderly housing
would not pay tax on the construction or
sale of the units, which cannot cost more
than $50,000. They also would not pay
municipal taxes,

The unit must be occupied for 15 years

| by people aged 60 years or older

tance in order to be able to discuss the
project in a public hearing. and we have
requested it numerous times over the few
months.” a release said

Public hearings on the radar 1ssue w1l
take place Monday in Lajas and Wednes.
day in Vieques

The %9 million Relocatable-Over-The
Honzon Radar (ROTHR) would track
low-flying aircraft and boats carrving
drug shipments from Colombia. Peru and
Brazil, areas not covered by similar
devices in Texas and Virgima It would
consist of a huge transmitter and recewv
er separated by at least 50 miles

bills to promote
ing for elderty

Land owners who renovate buildings to
lease them to elderly tenants would be
eligible for the benefits.

Senate Bill 1274 would help the elderly
actually buy homes by providing mort-
gage subsidies of up to 3200 a month from
an $18 million fund

Rodriguez said he found the money in
an unused contingency fund established
to preserve the “traditional” lottery sys-
tem when the electronic lottery began in
1989. Both lotteries have flourished and
the fund was never used, he said

The 1990 Census registered 465,735 peo-
ple aged 60 and older in Puerto Rico. or
some 132 percent of the island popula-
tion, More than half — 56 percent — lived
below the poverty level. The average
income was 35477 a year in 1990

All Members of the

arc hereby requested to part
in the work session for

NOTICE OF MEETING

American Red Cross Puerto Rico Region Blood Services

icipate
its

5th Annual Meeting
to be held on Tuesday, December 5, 1995

American Red Cross

Puarto Rico Region

Blood Services

at the St. Moritz Restaurant, Condado, PR. at 7:30 am

Dr. Adallerto Mendoza
President
Raard of Directors

Puerto Rico Region

Blood Services

| POBx 366046 + San Juan, Puerto Rico * 00936-6046 » Telephone * (R09) 7598100
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Urban train jeopardizes old shoppmg center

Alternatives rejected as
too expensive, unfeasible

8y LAURA RANDALL
friglhion

Futrella Mercader doesnt know how much the pro-

st Urban Train wiil cost She isn't sure where it will
vnd ar when 1t will begin

What the elderiv Hato Rey resident does know s that
Metropolitan Restaurant serves good chicken and rice.
“heap

You can't get 1t for this price anywhere else.” she
wided at the elbow-to-elbow counter
idents of surrounding neighborhonds off Luiz Munoz
'ra and Hoosevelt Avenues are hoping the famuly-
»diner — along with the pharmacy, supermarket and
r stores that make up the Metropolitan Shopping
tonter — won't he a casualty of the $1.1 billion rail
' proposed by the Department of Transportation
Public Works

The need to detour the Urban Train's Hato Rey Central
station away from Munor Rivera Avenue because of
pipeline barriers and anticipated tralfic congestion,
however, has placed the island’s oldest shopping center in
opardy.

Transporation Department officials say they won't
snow for several months whether that means a complete
hutdown of the renter or a “temporary displacement” of
1= services to nearby not-yet-determined locations.

Residents of nearby Huyke urbanization, who have met STAR phata 2. bhand 7
with Transportatien Department Secretary Carlos [ The picture shows the backside of the Metropolitan Shopping Center, in Hato Rey. The proposa
i*+squera three times regarding the center's status. say Metropolitan Urban Train would pass directly behind the shopping center, which may be closed down
'hev were led 1o believe that only the back of the least during construction.
~hepping center and part of the parking lot would be lost
m the Urban Train . provided.” The pharmacy and supermarket, for example, a new snopping center 1t means 4 hundred sears

But the last meeting, held in a resident’s home o0 Nov.  could be moved to temporary quarters next door and then  now.” said Hato Hey resident (inrardo Maldonade

I} was “very [rustraling.” said Huvke resident Ida Iris  cesyme operations at their old location when construction Building officials have nut met formaily with
Keepers berause they are wa themselves ot

rionzalez Bradlev. when their suggested alternatives was completed. he said.

were rejected as too expensive or not feasible. One alternauive, having the elevated platform cut centers future, smid Assistant sdrmimisirator bug -
Pesquera called the shopping center one of the trans- through Gandara Park behind the shopping center, was Fernandez Comas

portation authority’s “center of attentions” and said the  gscarded because of U S. Department of Transportalion ‘The degree of impact s sull unknown We

center will only close if no other alternatives are found.  reguiations on unnecessary impacts to recreational ar-  working directly with the scereliry to see what
That wauld be the extreme case.” he said during an eas, Pesquera said. happen,” Fernandez sad. He <aid he didn't know

nterview at Urban Train headquarters Friday If the center is destroyed. Pesquera said a new whether the transportation authority will purchase ou

be erected in its place after or all of the shopping center
But the environmentai impact statement clearly star
the transportation authorityv’s plans for the shopy

More likely, Pesquera said. the year-long construction shopping center may
will be staged so “crilical services continue to be construction is fOrnpiEle

= The transportation authority plans to begin building
the rail system, which begins in Bayamén and ends at center: “At the Metropolitan Shopping Center site,
Sagrade Corazon in Santurce. in [997 and open for the extent of the phyxical impaets to the shopping ven'
structure itself, the Puerto Rico Highway and Transpor

: TO Subscnbe to business in 2010. The final environmental impact state- 5
ment on the rail system was released to the public last tion Authority intends to acquire this entire site
month. Comments on the statement are due by Dec. 5 and Besides the Metrapolitan Hestaurant, the shopy

the newspaper that Cares Pesquera expects approval by the Federal Transit -:en{vr housed \‘lr'm-iwur’h\ Fi Am I"harmacy

Administration by Dec. 15 Supermarket, Computeriand salon and a i

The San Juan STAR Pesquera said the exact fate of the Metropolitan dromat dry cleaner's Busiwess offices make up
Shopping Center won't be known for about another six second floar

Many colderly resufents walk 0

he center from t

1
i
le o months. when the cost-effectiveness of all options is
. a a evaluated. homes in Huyke. El Vedadn and Floral Park. said 14
Some patrons and shopkeepers remain skeptical, how- Gonzalez.
by the possible «

“The population affected

ever, of the transporiation authority’s plans for the
- i center. huge,” she said. "Some of us hive heen using t
“You know what they mean when they say they'll build for close to 50 years.”
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Se desbordan las
ventas de Navidad
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Amenaza a la paz
la rebeldia serbla

APISAVA RADOVALIOVIC

Rechazan vivir
en 'territorio
enemigo’ los
vasponsables
serbios de
Sarajevo

Ellider de ics serbobosnios, Radovan Karadzic, emprende en Pale, uno de los baluartes de sus tropas en Bosnia, la delicada mision de
convencer a los rebeides serbios psra que acepten o acuerdo de paz.




